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THE UNION: PRINCIPLE. 


No books are published by the AMERICAN 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION without the 
sanction of the Committee of Publication, con- 
sisting of fourteen members, from the following 
denominations of Christians, viz.: Baptist, Me- 
thodist, Congregational, Episcopal, Presbyterian, 
Lutheran and Reformed Dutch. Not more than 
three of the members can be of the same denomi- 
nation, and no book can be published to which 
any member of the Committee shall object. 

This Committee also superintends and directs 
the labors of the Editor of the SOCIETY'S 
PERIODICALS, according to instructions from 
the Board ; and no article of original or selected 
matter appears in any of them, to which any 
member of the Committee objects. 





OUR POSITION. 





Religious controversy will be entirely ex- 
cluded from this paper. The Times will not 
even reply to its own assailants. Its only 
answer to attacks, will be to labor more in- 
dustriously to make a paper, which shall be 
worthy of the patronage of warm-hearted, 
working Christians, and which shall breathe 
throughout the spirit of meekness and love. 








THE GREAT 


NATIONAL CONVENTION 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS, 
Held at Jayne’s Hall, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


ON THE 


29nd, 28rd, and 24th OF FEBRUARY, 1859. 





TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 
TEMPORARY ORGANIZATION. 


Precisely at half-past three, the delegates 
who were assembled in Jayne's Hall began by 
singing 

‘* All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 


At the close of this hymn, which was sung 
with thrilling effect, George H. Stuart, Esq., 
arose and said: 

It devolves upon me to call this National 
Convention of Sunday-school teachers to 
order, and to read in your hearing the call 
under which we are assembled. It is in these 
words: 


The holding of a National Sunday-school 
Teachers’ Convertion in Philadelphia, having 
been recommended by the New York Sunday- 
school Teechers’ Convention, held in Brook- 
lyn, on the Sth of October, 1858, and the 
friends of Sunday-schools in this city heartily 
approving of this proposition, the undersign- 
ed most cordially invite the Sabbath-school 
Teachers of the United States, and others 
friendly to the cause, to meet in convention, 
in the city of Philadelphia, on the 22nd day 
of February, 1859, to consider such matters 
in connection with the Sunday-school cause 
as may be brought before them by a Commit- 
tee appointed for such purpose. Each Evan- 
gelical Sabbath-school in the Union is invited 
to send at least one Delegate, and ministerial 
brethren are affectionately invited to share in 
the delibrations and exercises of the Conven- 
tion. 

Publishers of religious and secular journals, 
who feel an interest in the cause, will confer 
a favor by giving the above notice a place in 
their columns, or making such reference to it 
as they may deem appropriate. 

Full particulars as to the meeting, and ar- 
rangements for accommodating Delegates, 
will be published at an early day. 

THOMAS BRAINERD. GEORGE H. STUART. 


RICHARD NEWTON. THOMAS WATTSON. 
W. T. BRANTLEY. JOHN 8. HART. 
J. B. DALES. J. ¥. BIR 


E. W. HUTTER. B. A. FAHNESTOCK. 
HENRY STEELE CLARKE. MATT’W W. BALDWIN. 
JOSEPH CASTLE. JAY COOKE, 

RICHARD B. WESTBROOK. J. 8. CUMMINGS. 

W. J. R. TAYLOR 


. ABRAHAM MARTIN. 
CHAS. A. KINGSBURY. THOMAS COOPER. 


It seems proper, in proceeding to form a 
temporary organization, that we should call to 
the chair one of our own citizens, identified with 
the Sunday-school cause, that he may extend 
to you who have come here from different 
portions of our Union, on behalf of the Sun- 
day-school Teachers and Superintendents of 
Philadelphia, a cordial welcome to this city, 

I therefore move that Prof. Joun S. Hart, 
of this city, be appointed temporary Chair- 
man. 

This motion was carried unanimously. Mr. 
Hart, on taking the Chair, addressed the 
meeting as follows: 


This, our goodly city of Brotherly Love, 
has one claim to distinction, indefeasible, in- 
alienable, universally acknowledged. It is 
the birthplace of American Independence. 

There is another page of her history, not so 
generally known, but of which she may also 
well be proud. Philadelphia is the birth- 
place of the American Sunday-school—not the 
school of Robert Raikes, with its hired 
teachers, its exclusively pauper scholars, its 
semi-secular instruction, and its extremely 
limited range of objects and influences; but 
the broad, all comprehensive, all pervasive, 
all beneficent American Sunday-school—that 
noble and godlike agency for good which en- 
lists the talents of the loftiest and reaches 
the wants of the lowest; which subsidizes in 
the cause of Jesus every generous social and 
domestic affection ; which has a place in its 
well appointed host for every age, rank and 
condition, from the child of four, just be- 
ginning in the Infant School to sing “There 
is a Happy Land,” to the veteran of fourscore, 
all ripe for heaven, but still weekly sitting be- 
fore his class and teaching to the little ones 
the good things of the kingdom! This great, 
glorious, beneficent agency, the American 


Sunday-school, was born in the city of Phila- 
delphia, in the year 1791, just fifteen years 
after the birth of American Independence! 

It was meet that an institution which has 
done, and which is destined to do, so much to 
preserve and perpetuate our liberties, should 
have been cradled in the birth-place of Li- 
berty. It is meet, too, that now, after a lapse 
of sixty-eight years, when this grain of mus- 
tard seed, sown in weakness in 1791, has so 
widely reproduced and diffused itself, and has 
spread from town to town, from city to city, 
from county to county, until its plants are 
found in thrifty and vigorous growth through- 
out thirty-three teeming States and their 
princely retinue of Territories, and its princi- 
ples have been transplanted and reproduced in 
foreign lands and on heathen soils—now that 
its teachers are numbered by hundreds of 
thousands, and its scholars by millions, and 
its operations, all benign as they are, have yet, 
by their very multiplicity and magnitude, 
assumed such majestic proportions—it is fit- 
ting, that now, in the day of its incoming glory, 
when the friends of this great cause deemed 
it wise to come together in general Convention 
from all parts of the United States, that they 
should meet in the city of Philadelphia, the 
birth-place of American independence, the 
birth-place of the American Sunday-school! 

Gentlemen, delegates from other parts of 
the country, allow me as a Philadelphian to 
say to you, in behalf of my fellow-citizens, that 
we give you on this occasion a most hearty 
welcome to this our city of brotherly love. 
We extend to you the right hand of fellow- 
ship, as friends and fellow-laborers in the 
cause of our common Christianity. We shall 
be most happy to mingle our counsels with 
yours, in the greatand good work now before 
us. 


On the conclusions of Mr. Hart’s address, the 
Rev. Dr. Tyng, by invitation, led the meeting 
in prayer, and the Rey. Alfred Cookman read a 
portion of Scripture—(Ps. 78, 1-8; and Ps. 
153.) 


Grorcs Baveuman, from Richmond, Va., 
rose amd said: 


Mr. President, although I am not an 
authorized delegate, yet at the invitation of 
Mr. Stuart I am present. 

In our city we have a white population of 
30,000. The number of children in that 
population between the ages of five and 
fifteen years is 7,000. Of that number we 
have 5,510 in our Sabbath-schools, and this 
is not the result of any special effort in that 
direction. It is what we usually have en- 
rolled there. Quite a number of these have 
made a profession of religion and joined our 
church from our Sunday-schools. 

We have a colored population of 15,000, 
but we are not accustomed to enroll our blacks 
in the Sunday-schools. We have separate 
Sunday-schools for them. We teach them 
when they come, and encourage them all to 
come, and to come always. 

We have an average attendance of about 
1,250 in these schools, and among them, sir, 
we have quite a number who have made a 
profession of religion. 

Of our white population we have 6,900 
who are communicant members in Evangeli- 
cal churches, which number is about one- 
fourth of the entire white population; and, 
as I suppose there are very few delegates from 
Virginia, and possibly these have not lately 
given the same attention to this subject as 
others have, I would state this fact : 

We have church sittings in the State of 
Virginia for all our white population over 
five years of age, at the same hour and 
minute, and 100,000 seats left for others. 
Except in our larger cities, we turn over our 
churches to our blacks in the afternoon of 
the Sabbath, and we can put all these blacks, 
men, women and children, from infancy up- 
wards, into our churches in the afternoon, 
and have seats enough left for 250,000 besides. 

In regard to our Sunday-school efforts in 
the State of Virginia, I am not quite so well 
posted as in regard to Richmond. But we 
believe, those of us who have given attention 
to the matter, that our average enrollment 
throughout the State is about in the same 
proportion as it is in the city of Richmond. 
We have 250,000 children; and of these we 
believe nearly 200,000 are enrolled in the 
Sunday-schools. 

A Delegate from Pittsburg, Pa.: 

Mr. Chairman: On last Saturday afternoon, 





On motion of Mr. Jay Cooke, Mr. J. P. Tus- 
tin, of Washington, was unanimously elected 
temporary Secretary. 

On motion of Dr. C. A. Kingsbury, a Com- 
mittee was appointed to nominate permanent 
officers for the Convention, and a Business 
Committee. 

The nominating Committee consisted of the 
following gentlemen : 

Charles A. Kingsbury, M. D., Pa.; Amos 
Tappan, Mass.; Louis A. Hyde, Conn.; S. 
Clough, R. I.; John H. Thompson, N. Y.; A. 
J. Dumont, N. J.; George W. Sparks, Del.; J. 
Haff, Md.; S. H. De Vaughn, Va.; M.H. Miller, 
D. C.; O. N. Bush, Ohio; Richard Knott, Ky.; 
Rey. W. C. Mason, Ill; Rev. John H. Hock- 
aday, Iowa; A. J. Bell, Minn. 

On motion of Mr. John N. Henderson, the 
Chair appointed a Committee on Credentials. 
The Committee consists of the following gen- 
tlemen : 

John N. Henderson, R. C. McCormick, 
P. F. Smith, Benjamin Haywood, R. Sher- 
rard, Jr. 

Mr. Hart—While we are waiting for the 
report of the Nominating Committee, I will 
ask the assembly, at the request of a much 
esteemed friend, a gentleman well known to 
this audience and to all this commonwealth 
[Ex-Governor Pollock,] to sing ‘“What's the 
news?” Our friend says that he has heard 
much about this hymn, but has never yet 
heard it sung. 

Hymn No. 53 of the Union Prayer-Meeting 
Hymns was then sung by the whole audience 
with great effect. 

Professor Hart then called for reports of 
“ Good News,’ Sunday-school news, from any 
part of the country, from delegates who were 
present on this occasion. 

Each speaker, he said, will be limited to 
five minutes; and we will continue to receive 
brief reports until our Nominating Commit- 
tee are prepared to report a permanent organi- 
zation and the regular business. 

We have a large delegation from various 
parts of the country, who, I am sure, have 
come here with hearts full of the subject, and 
we should be pleased to hear what they have 
to say. 

A Delegate from Holidaysburg, Pa., said: 

I have in my hand a report which I was 
instructed to present, coming from the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church of Holidaysburg. 
The number of teachers in our church is 21 
male and 18 female. Number of scholars in 
average attendance, 117 male and 100 female. 
The number of volumes in the library, 450. 
This is the statistical report of that denomi- 
nation; but in the same village there are 
three or four others. The Presbyterians have 
a very excellent school, well attended, so also 
the Baptists and the Methodists. From my 
own personal knowledge I can say that 
there is very regular and very general at- 
tendance in all of these churches, and a very 
considerable interest taken; and that interest 
is now, and has for some time past been, 
steadily on the increase. There is very much 
to encourage, not only us in the immediate 
vicinity, but all to whom these news have 
come. Our teachers are encouraged, and 
they requested me to make this report, and 
to ask the sympathies and support of this 
Convention. 

A Delegate from New York city said: 

I want to give you a piece of bad news 
from the Sunday-school of the Forty-second 
Street Presbyterian Church, of New York 
city, and that is, that we are going to lose the 
teacher of our young men’s Bible class, and 
his wife, a teacher of our infant schools; but 
they are going to Japan as missionaries. 
Though bad news to us, it will be “good news” 
for Japan. 7 

A Delegate from Hoboken, N. J., said: 

Mr. Chairman, I have good news from right 
across the river from the brother who. has 
just spoken. I represent a Sunday-school in 
the city of Hoboken. We have in our own 
school something like 300 scholars, and in all 
the schools of Hoboken, numbering six, up- 
wards of 1,000 scholars. 

From our own school, within the past 

ree weeks, upwards of forty conversions 
have taken place, and the work is still going 
on. We have great hopes of an abundant 





harvest of souls this season. 


now. 


we had a mass meeting of Teachers in the city 
of Pittsburg, and a committee of that conven- 
tion was appointed to present tothis convention 
their Christian greetings; and I am present this 
afternoon to bear to you the warm congratu- 
lations of these teachers of Pittsburg; also to 
say, on their behalf, to all our brethren from 
the North, South, East, or West, in this Sab- 
bath-school gathering, God speed. 

Go on, brethren; we sympathize with you, 
we rejoice in your joy, and feel for your dis- 
couragements. I can perform my duty only 
briefly, because there are other reports to hear. 
I’would say, however, that I represent on this 
occasion about 115 Sabbath-schools, contain- 
ing some 35,000 scholars ; and I represent also 
about 2,000 teachers; and from these I am 
authorized to extend to you their warm and 
earnest Christian greetings. 

Frankuix Frrevson, of New Jersey: 

New Jersey, I think, is looking upin the Sun- 
day-school cause. She held a Stateconvention, 
and saw proper to appoint me the County Se- 
cretary of Burlington county. I hope, by the 
efforts that have been made this season, there 
will be gathered together all the Sunday- 
school children of all the evangelical churches 
of the county of Burlington, on the agricul- 
tural ground, upon the race course establish- 
ed for the training of horses, there to train 
these children to sing the song of Moses and 
the Lamb. 

R. G. Parver, of New York: 

We have nothing very new from New York, 
although I can say I believe the cause is pro- 
gressing. Ourschools have never obtained so 
large a number of scholars as during the last 
winter. Ithas risen far above any former num- 
ber. Besides, there is an unusual number of 
new Mission-schools. Churches that have never 
thought on the subject before, have establish- 
"ed Mission-schools in destitute parts of the city. 

We have about 130,000 children in New 
York, and of that number about 40,000 belong 
to the families of Christian congregations, and 
the remaining 90,000 belong to the masses 
who are not connected in any way with any 
Christian church. Of that number, there are 
gathered in about 40,000 or 50,000, and the 
remaining 40,000 or 50,000 are still in the 
streets. ! 

We are moving onward every year. During 
the last half century up to the present time, 
the growth of Sunday-schools had never kept 
pace with the growth of the population, which 
by emigration, as is very well known, in- 
creases every year. We are now gaining; 
not merely increasing the actual number of 
the scholars, but increasing a little faster 
than the growth of the population. 

We find, moreover, all classes, even Jews 
and Catholics, being continually gathered 
into our Sunday-schools, and with greater 
ease and facility, every month that passes by. 

Not only have our Sabbath-schools im- 
proved, but a spirit of inquiry is spreading 
abroad to know how better to conduct these 
Sabbath-schools, and especially how better‘to 
teach the word of God; and there appears to 
be greater knowledge and facility for gaining 
it than at any previous time. Thus, I can 
say, the cause is progressing there, as it is 
doubtless in this and other cities. 

Ihave another fact to state. During the 
last few weeks, there have been seen indica- 
tions of God's Spirit, that had not been seen 
for nine or ten months previous. There was a 
deep feeling in the community that the Spirit 
of God had been grieved away by the glori- 
fication meetings, and by this and that device. 
But during the last tew weeks, ministers and 
God’s people have been on their faces in the 
dust, and for the last two months, there has 
been more evidence of the presence of God’s 
Spirit convincing and converting, than there 
had been during the previous six. 

These favorable aspects are seen also in 
Brooklyn, Hoboken, Jersey City, and they cheer 
equally all hearts. We are all one in this 
great work; in Philadelphia, Boston, and 
Rochester—we may go to our friends, and 
say that we are united in one labor, and one 
cause, the cause of our common Redeemer. 
The Cuairman.—It would be a new thing 
in the history of Sunday-school meetings, in 
which there should be nothing from the great 
West. I see here a beloved brother from 
Ohio, well known to all Sunday-school people. 
I hope we shall hear the sound of his voice. 
Rey. B. W. Cuipiaw, of Ohio: 

When I wasa boy, used to beemployed in log 
rolling a good deal; and sometimes we wanted 


to get little chunks between the big logs. 
The object was to have a great, big, rousing 


fire. I feel that I have got into that place just 


I am very willing to be a little chunk 





thrown in between these big logs, just to help 


make them burn better. I willsay a few words 
in order that my own soul may be placed near 
to yours, and be wr-med thereby, and made 
to rejoice that God has brought us together 
in this great work. 

I never expected to see a National Conven- 
tion of Sunday-school teachers. It is a most 
blessed reality that is spread before my eyes, 
and it reaches and makes to vibrate every 
fibre of my heart. The gathering i wr 
of men of God, representatives of the 
Sunday-school heart and life of Ame- 
rica! Oh! what a day of promise! How 
much ought it, not only to thrill owr hearts 
with joy, but to penetrate every log cabin 
Sunday-school in the land, to think that this 
is not a little local affair, a matter of a few 
kindred spirits blending together their labors 
and energies, but a National affair! God has 
caused it to loom up before us, and I beseech 
God that the baptism of his Holy Spirit may 
come down upon it, so that we shall be up 
and doing, till every child in our country shall 
be gathered under the influence of the Bible 
and the teachings of God’s Spirit. 

My dear brethren, this is not an idle dream. 
It is reality! “What has God wrought!” 
What is represented in our coming together 
from the East, and the West, and the North, 
and the South? Is it not an unmistakeable 
evidence that the Sunday-school work is up- 
ward and onward? What else can we gather 
from the interest manifested, in this Conven- 
tion of the active friends of Sunday-schools 
from the most remote and distant portions of 
our country? Ittells us, my brethren, that 
the Sunday-school work is taking hold of the 
great heart of evangelical Christianity. It 
tells us that the juvenile re, of our 
country, so much in need of religious in- 
struction, so much in the way of being drawn 
down into the path of the destroyer—that 
these precious children of America have 
friends, who, moved by the love of Christ, 
will labor in their behalf, that they may be 
brought under the influence of that pure re- 
ligion which will elevate the community 
from earth to God! 

Let us have confidence, then, in the great 
work that God has given us to do. Let us 
feel that encouragement glowing in our hearts 
to-day; and, as we deliberate together, let 
our object be one—to honor Christ—to honor 
the cause we love, and to bring the perishing 
to inquire after the saving truths of the gos- 
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

A Delegate from District of Columbia: 

I represent a Sunday-school of 280 or 300 
emall scholars, between the ages of five 
and thirteen years. In September last this 
school numbered only 150 to 170 scholars, 
but now it has increased to the above amount. 
We are young, our church is young, yet I 
can say we are trying to do all the good we 
can, trusting in the Lord. 

H. A. Mort, from New York: 

If you will come back to New York again, 
I desire to throw another “chunk’’ behind 
the log. 

The Cuain.—New York is in the fire. 

Mr. Mott.—Mr. Chairman, I wish merely to 
speak of our Bible class—a grown-up Bible 
class, startedin November, 1857, with eight pu- 
pils, and closed in'June with forty-three. During 
this time, fourteen of the young ladies joined 
the church and two gentlemen. Also, during 
the same time, a Christian association was 
started by several of the young gentlemen be- 
longing to that Bible class. The first off- 
spring of this association was a Mission- 
school, which now numbers 140, with 120 as 
the average attendance. A gentleman, to 
whom I applied for support for that mission- 
school, asked me how much we could raise 
among ourselves. I told him about $150 to 
$175. He told me to put him down for all 
the deficiency—he’d pay it, every cent; and 
he advanced, of his own accord, $50, and then 
was attracted to visit the school, where, see- 
ing so large an attendance of little children, 
he left the room with his heart vibrating in 
love towards the cause. It vibrates still. 
$8,000 have been subscribed for the purchase 
of two lots in the rear of the church, and con- 
tracts have been signed for the erection of one 
of the largest school-houses in the city of 
New York. 

I think, sir, I can see a little of the true 
spirit in a work like this. It is a progressive 
work, of the kind of which brother Pardee 
spoke; and I ask dear brother Chidlaw, if it 
is not a pretty big “ chunk.” 

The CuHarr.—We have nothing yet from 
Western New York. I see near me some of 
our most earnest, working men from that re- 
gion. 

Joun H. Tuompson, Rochester, N. ¥.: 

My friends, although I fear I shall not be 
heard, as I am suffering from a bad cold, I yet 
must say that I rejoice in a meeting like this. 
Such a meeting I have never attended before, 
although I have attended very many Conven- 
tions. I never met my brethren from the 
East, the West, the North, and the South to- 
gether before, and in this grand Sunday- 
school meeting, I feel that my friends and 
kindred are here. I like to be here, I like to 
stay, and here I like to labor with you; and I 
hope before I leave the city of Philadelphia, 
the brotherly love spirit may fill all hearts 
fuller than ever before; and that we may 
carry it home to the regions where we labor, 
and that we may breathe not only brotherly 
love, but the very spirit of the Master upon our 
fields of labor. 

I am, Mr. President, enlisted for life in this 
cause ; and wo be to the man who is not en- 
listed for life. I would give more for one 
Sabbath-school soldier, enlisted for life, than 
a regiment of stragglers. We know, Mr. Pre- 
sident, when we enlist for life, we have got a 
work before us, and we can be the means, in 
the hands of God, of gathering in all these 
children of whom we have heard, and bring- 
ing them all to Jesus Christ. This should be 
our aim and our object—nothing short of 
bringing them al/ to Christ. And the day 
will come, Mr. Chairman, when “all shall 
know the Lord, from the least to the great- 
est.” God grant we may in our day see this 
time—while we are on this foot-stool, when, 
through our instrumentality, all these child- 
ren may be brought into his kingdom! 

I have been in this field forty years, and I 
hope God will keep me here forty more! and 
if he does, I'll promise to do more than I have 
yet done in this noble work. [Some one had 
announced him as Judge Thompson. ] 

Thave been calledaJudge,sir. I have notthat 
honor; I am only a judge 6f Sunday-schools. 
Tdocall myselfa judge of eeden-auhogias and 
I really love to Judge of a good one. I had 
rather see a good Sunday-school than any 
thing else on this foot-stool. 
fies me more, 


Tux Rev. Asa Buuiarp, of Boston, was 
called for and addressed the convention as fol- 
lows: 

I can relate, sir, a little factto this audi- 
ence from the State of Massachusetts, which 
has touched my own heart, and which is inti- 


Nothing grati- 








mately connected with this great work of our 
churches in behalf of the destitute. It is 


beautifully illustrative Lee bows gto 
foreign missions operate on em | 
We have sent missionaries out from the 
American Board of Missions to Athens, Greece, 
and through the instrumentality of Dr. 

Mr. Constantine, a Greek, was converted, 
came to Amherst College, to pursue his studies. 
While there, he found real missionary work 
in its vicinity, within five miles of several 
churches. ere is a little corner in the 
neighborhood which has borne the name of 
the “ Devil’s Corner,” where nobody cared for 
the souls ofthe people; but Mr. Constantine, 
with a heart burning with love to Christ, went 
out into this destitute bem and got upa 
Sunday-school in the neighborhood. 
Last October I went to that school. There 
were there all s represented, from baby- 
hood upward. ree babies were there be- 
cause their parents could not leave them at 
home, and wished to be inthe school. Some 
anecdotes were told them, and facts ct | 
what children could do and were doing ; 
now Iam able to state that this poor Mission- 
school has done a great work in regard to 
contributions. 

They went zealously to work to collect 
money for the missionary cause. One little 
girl shelled four quarts of beans, and got four 
cents for her work; and another sewed siz 
weeks, and her mother gave her one cent, which 
she contributed. 

One very poor woman, whose heart was in 
the work, gathered up about three-quarters of 
a pint of chestnuts, good and bad, wormy and 
empty, 60 anxious was she to make a liberal 
contribution. They came into my hands, and 
I selected from them about 150, that appeared 
decent, and that I thought had meat in them ; 
I put them in a striped bag, and carried them 
to Winchester, to a Sunday-school festival, 
on the last evening of the year. I held up 
the chestnuts, explained the history of their 
possession by me, and asked the people what 
Ishould do with them. I offered fifty cents 
for them, unless some one else would give 
more. One of the teachers said, “Why not 
put them upto auction?” They were put up, 
and one gentleman bid them off at five 8, 
They were then again bid off for the benefit 
of their school at one cent apiece ; and on the 
next Thursday evening they concluded to 
have another festival, and the chestnuts were 
still extant. They were given to the minis- 
ter, and he in turn gave them to the auc- 
tioneer, who divided them into four little 
bags, and then, holding them up, said, “since 
the last meeting, chestnuts is riz! and we can’t 
sell them now all at once.” The four bags 
were sold for ten dollars. I bought one, and 
two of the others were given me. Afterwards 
I went to a Sunday-school in Castleton, Vt., 


showed the three little bags I had, and the 
next day a gentleman gave me $10 for one of 
them and then returned it tome. Then I ex- 


hibited them at the ogy oe anniver- 
sary at East Cambridge. A little boy collected 
5, to buy one bag for his superintendent; then 
5 were collected to buy it of the superin- 
tendent, who gave it to the minister, and I 
have three bags, of 22 chestnuts each, left 
still! 

I meant to exhibit them here, and get $10a 
bag for them, and then get them back! I 
have already received $36.50, and the three 
bags are left. 

There were also some walnuts contributed, 
about five quarts. Mr. Constantine came to 
crack some, and I gave him twelve or fifteen. 
I gave oe | cents a quart for them; but he 
went ts Washington, told their story, and ex- 
hibited a few of them. Two of them were 
sold for $4.65! One teacher of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church gave $3.50 for a single 
nut. I of course immediately gave orders to 
my family to have no more nuts cracked, 

I shall not enlarge any further, and I have 
merely stated these facts as illustrations of 
what may be accomplished by little things. 
That mission-school, started by that Greek, 
has exerted an influence upon our church, and 
they are beginning to feel that they must not 
leave these neighborhoods uncared for, till 
the converted Greeks come to gather them up; 
and I hope the influence of Mr. Constantine 
will go out, till no neglected neighborhoods 
shall be found near them. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Bullard’s speech 
the Nominating Committee announced that 
they were ready to report. 


PERMANENT ORGANIZATION. 

On recommendation of the Nominating 
Committee, the following gentlemen were 
unanimously elected permanent officers of the 
Convention : 

President—Ex-Governor Po.tock, Penn'a. 

Vice Presidents—Rev. William Russell, N. 
H.; Col. Amos Tappan, Mass.; Samuel Clough, 
R. L.; Hon. John Woodruff, Conn.; Hon Ed- 
ward A. Lambert, N. Y.; James McCandless, 
Penn’a.; George W. Sparks, Del.; Abraham 
Haff, Md.; A. J. Dumont, N.J.; Wm. H. Camp- 
bell, Dist. Columbia ; 8. H. De Vaughn, Vir- 
ginia; R. Knott, Ky.; Rev. B. W. Chidlaw, 
Ohio; T. W. Ferree, Ill; A. J. Bell, Minn.; P. 
C. Hale, Wis.; Rev. John Hochuly, Iowa; 
John Beeson, Oregon; John Rickley, Ohio. 

Secretaries—Henry C. Trumbull, Conn.; De 
Witt C. Moore, Penna.; George W. Bleecker, 
N. Y.; Robert Sherrard, Je., Ohio; Rev. T. A. 
Fernley, Phila.; George Baughman, Va. 

Busi Ce ittee—Louis Chapin, Chair- 
man, N. Y.; Nelson Kingsbury, Conn.; Hon, 
R. R. Reed, Washington, Penna.; James W. 
Weir, Penna.; George W. Chipman, Mass.; 
Joseph H. Bradley, Jr., Washington, D.C.; Dr. 
L. D, Harlow, Penna.; Wm. M. Heyl, Penna.; 
S. H. Melvin, Penna. 

The President upon taking the chair spoke 
as fellows: 


GOVERNOR POLLOOK’S ADDRESS. 

Ladies and gentlemen, members of this Con- 
vention, brevity is a virtue, and I will prac- 
tice it now. Permit me, therefore, briefly to 
thank you for the honor of calling me to pre- 
side over the deliberations of this Convention. 
I esteem it a no ordinary honor to be thus 
honored. 

We have assembled here, not as a local, 
sectional, or sectarian convention—not to ad- 
vance the cause of @ political party, nor to 
elevate to power and place those who may 
aspire to official distincvion—no, no; the ob- 
jects of this Convention differ far from these. 
This Convention is national in its organiza- 
tion; Christian in its aims and objects—de- 
signed to promote the honorof him who rules 
the world in righteousness—whose kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and of whose do- 
minion there is no end. 

We come here to-day, not from one single 
town, or city, or State, but we come, united 
ix one great and glorious cause, the represen- 
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and enduring as the union of Christian hearts! 
How fitting, how appropriate that the Na- 
tional Convention of Teachers and Superin- 
tendents and of the Friends of Sabbath-schools 
should meet on this day, a day crowded with 
pleasant memoriese-full of patriotic and 
Christian associations! Washington! his 
birth, his life, his death—how it thrills the 
heart of every American citizen, and from its 
deepest recesses awakens emotions full of pa- 
triotism, full of Christianity ! 

Robert Raikes and George Washington! 
names of immortal memory, worthy to be 
associated on a day and an occasion like this 
present. The one, the great and successful 
champion of American freedom—the other, 
an humble yet successful advocate of that 
“trath that makes us free indeed.” The one, 
the founder of a mighty republic; the other, 
the founder of the Sabbath-school. Though 
dead, they yet speak to us through the insti- 
tutions they founded—institutions that stand 
to-day sublime in the grandeur of their pro- 
portions, omnipotent in their influence for 
good upon earth’s teeming millions—illus- 
trating and enforcing, in eloquent simplicity, 
the practical and real, the spiritual and the 
free. They stand as beacon lights upon the 
shores of time; and although the ocean of 
human passion, violence and wrong, may 
surge and roar around them, yet they cast 
their generous light over these angry billows, 
and far, far into the dim, distant future, re- 
vealing to men and nations their duty and 
their destiny. 

How momentous! how significant! how 
impressive the mighty movement of the pre- 
sent! The moral, the social, the political, 
and the religious worlds have felt the influ- 
ence and have yielded to the power of the in- 
visible and the eternal ! i 

How wondrous the activity of mind! How 
startling the developments of science and 
art! Whither tends the age in its rushing, 
restless, resistless progress? Who, who shall 
direct its course? What power shall chain 
its energies and activities to the car of God’s 
eternal truth, and thus, with accelerated 
speed, move it onward and forward, amid 
songs, more triumphant than when the morn- 
ing etars first sang together and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy? Mind, educated 
mind—mind energized by the spirit and pewer 
of divine truth, and sustained by him who 
made mind immortal, must co-operate with 
omnipotent power to produce this result. For 
weal or for woe, the youthful mind of America 
must act its part in this great drama, and 
share the responsibilities of the present and 
the future. 

The now and the then are linked together 
in indissoluble union. Now is the key-note 
of the solemn dirge of human life. Impress 
the present, and that which is to come will 
bear its image. If you wish to make the fu- 
ture glorious, you must make the present free. 
If the American child is to take the place and 
perform the part of the American statesman 
and Christian, prepare the way for the duties 
of the man; teach him to revere the Bible, to 
read its precious pages, to practice its pre- 
cepts, and to make it the rule of his conduct 
and life. 

That system of education, whether in 
church or State, which ignores the Bible and 
shuts out from the child and the school its 
teachings and its truths isa blank! Itis a 
madman’s dream, a chaos wild and void, with 
no spirit brooding over its deep darkness to 
reduce its discordant elements to order, har- 
mony and beauty. No! If Young America 
will and must stamp the impress of his cha- 
racter upon the age in which he lives, and 
mould the plastic future with his forming 
hands, then Christianize Young America, give 
him the power to act aright, to do what duty 
most demands. Give him the pencil with 
which, in colors of living light, he may paint 
upon the canvas of the future the true image 
of virtue, love and truth! Not that dark, 
hideous picture, which vice and error, with 
pencil steeped in wormwood and gall, even, 
now dare, with impious hand, to dash upon. 
than canvas! 

To give to mind the right direction, the- 
mind of our country, its youthful mind, and. 
to make our national future great freighted. 
and rich with every blessing, is what the 
Sunday-school purposes for its object. Its 
aim is high and holy. 

How noble, then, is the occasion which has 
brought us together now. It is the cause of’ 
truth; it is the cause of the God of truth; it 
is emphatically the cause of the world’s Re-. 
deemer, who, when on earth, took little chil- 
dren in his arms and blessed them. 

The Sabbath-school in his name, and as 
his humble agent, takes up the little ones, 
blesses them, and while it blesses, points te 
to him from whom the blessing comes ! 

But, permit me, as I did not design to make 
@ formal speech, to say, that, filled with love 
to the Saviour, animated by his spirit, with 
love to the little ones committed to our care, 
let us, in the bonds of common brotherhood, 
enter upon the duties of this Convention; and 
invoking, as has been done, the wisdom and 
counsel of him who cannot err to be our 
guide, may the result of our deliberations 
redound to his glory, and be such that soon 
every kingdom, and nation, and power, and 
people, shall echo and re-echo the angel’s 
song, “ Peace on earth and good will to men.” 
Filled with holy zeal and love for the cause, 
let us gird on the armor of noble 
and then with a firm step and high resolve, 
move onward and upward till our work is 
done, until success complete crowns life with 
victory! The work is great, yet he } has 
commanded it to be done is cing 
There, teacher, there, su there 
humble Christian laborer in this cause, is 
your strength, your mighty power, your sure 
triumph. : 

In the discharge of the duties devolving 
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which was adopted: _ 
are members of this Conven- 
to be, shall that fact 
in the book kept at 
other end of the Hall. 
Adjourned to meet at 7} o'clock. 
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/ Part of hymn 68 of the “Union Prayer- 
vag mmns” was then sung: “Just as I 


ee 


Roverr Suerrarp, Jr., moved that the re- 
“port be recommitted, with instructions to 
place fifteen instead of five minutes; that the 
gentlemen to whom we are looking for light 

and guidance could not in five minutes ex- 
press their views. 
~ A delegate suggested fen minutes, as a mean 
between the two. 

Mr. Tuompson, of Rochester, replied: 

If we go beyond five minutes, we are a used 
up community. 

The question on recommitment being taken 
was lost, and recurring upon the adoption of 
the report of the Committee, it was unani- 
mously adopted. 

The following is a copy of the questions 
prepared for the consideration of the Con- 

. vention : 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION. 


1. Is the Sunday-school competent, as an 
agency, for bringing the entire youth of our 
pee | under the saving influence of the 


2. Should not every teacher avail himself of 
the facility of access to families which his po- 
sition gives him, by visiting his scholars regu- 
larly at their own homes: and thus not only 
increase his influence with the child, but se- 


ness 
4. What are the site qualifications of a 
good Sunday-school Teacher ?—what are some 


of the particulars in which failure is most 
? 


5. Is notthe sentiment of the church and of 
Sabbath-school teachers in regard to the early 
conversion of children far below Bible his- 

and Bible teaching? and ought not 
teachers in all _ a to —_ this 
object steadily in view as the great and only 
truly satisfactory result of their labors? 

6. Would not the organization of Sunday- 
School teachers’ Associations add greatly to 
the efficiency of the system? and what is the 
best means of organizing them? 

7. What are the qualifications ot a good 
Superintendent? 

. How can we remedy the great deficiency 
throughout our schools in the metter of com- 
the Scriptures to memory? 

9. How shall we promote the spirit of bene- 
volence among children, both with reference to 
penn objects and habits of future beni- 

e? 


10. How can we secure from the member- 
ship of our churches that cordial encourage- 
ment, pecuniary support, and personal service 
which they owe to Sunday-schools? 

11, How far are Mission Sunday-schools con- 
tributing to the evangelization of our desti- 
tute population, and what can be done tc give 
afurther increase to their efficiency; and 
how far and in what way may such schools 
be made more serviceable in elevating and 
improving the social condition of the families 
represented in them? 

12. How can a large attendance of our 
our grown up youth of both sexes be se- 
cured? 


There being no stated order of business, 
the rest of the evening was occupied with 
speeches from various delegates. The first 
gentleman who addressed the Convention was 

R. G, Parper, of New York. 

My. President, I have for some days felt 
burdened with a sense of the responsibility 
and impcrtance of this Convention. If I 
mistake not, there has been no convention 
called in our country within the last half 
century equally important with this. If I 
mistake not, there is no interest in our coun- 
try so important, to the future, certainly, as 
that of the children and youth of our land; 
and I am very sure that the majority of these 
children and youth are still nunreached by 
en or by any religious instruc- 

On, 

This being the first National Convention 
ever called for the purpose of looking at this 
subject, of course it comes before us in a very 
important and responsible view. 

On the one side are four millions of children ; 
and over the hills and valleys and rivers of 
our country, in all directions, there comes up 
one low, wailing cry of sorrow to this Con- 
vention from these millions of little ones. 

Sir, we never met under such circumstances. 
Our State Conventions are important; our 
County and City conventions are important; 
but they are as nothing in comparison with 
this Convention. It seems to me as if we 
have never met under circumstances in which 
every moment was so precious, every word so 
important, or when the throbbing of every 
heart told so much upon the future, as at this 
meeting convened in Philadelphia at this 
time. 

Now, during the precious hours that we 
shall be together here, we have no time for 
spending in idle talk, no time for thoughtless 
suggestions, no time for small and unim- 
portant matters; we dare not engross the 
time with anything of inferior moment. We 
want to bring, as I suppose, right-before the 
Convention the question: What can be done 
to reach the neglected masses of heathenism 
in our country? Our aim is to put an open 
Bible in the hands of every family and of 
every child in the land. Can this be done? 

Now, Christian friends, what can we do in 
this Convention to raise up the Sunday-school 
as an agency adapted and approved of God 
for this object? What can we do to hold it 
up as just the means? 

Is it not competent? Is it not adapted to 
reach the children? Are there not means at 
hand on every side? Look over our country, 
and you will find Christian men and women 
so situated as to be able to supply at least 
one man or woman to every six families in 
our land. Now, what is wanted, is to carry 
the gospel to these six families. It is to charge 
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By saying this, 1 would not undervalue in the 
least the pulpit. God grant that it may stand 
as high as it has ever yet stood, and so long as 
time shall last may it grow in efficiency and 

ower. God grant that the ministry may be 

onored and supported for all time to come! 
I feel that minister and layman should 
earnestly work together in the sphere to which 
God has appointed them. I want no layman 
to assume responsibilities and immunities 
of the minister, nor do 1 want the minister 
to assume the peculiar duties of the layman. 
They must work together in this glorious 
agency, which is eminently for the good of 
the neglected ones. 

Look at the facts in all sections of our 
country. Look at New York with its 300 
churches. How few will you find gathered 
in them on any one Sabbath-day! But go 
into the Sunday-schools, and you find that the 
majority there are children of the neglected 
masses. This you will find in Boston, and in 
other cities and places, to be a thing of equal 
extent as in New York. The Sunday-school 
is adapted to reach the neglected masses—to 
take the poor man’s child, and introduce him 
to Christian influences, and thence, thrown 
under the power of the preached gospel, he is 
transferred to the church, and enrolled among 
the soldiers of the cross. 

I believe, sir, that the more perfectly Sun- 
day-schools are connected with the church, 
and the more perfectly the church works 
through them and towards them, the more 
succeasfully we shall go onward in this work. 
In short, instead of being merely an auxiliary, 
Ilook upon the Sunday-school as part and 

parcel of the church; and, as it is not an out- 
side agency, it is entitled to all the -privileges 
and immunities which the pastor of the 
church can possibly give it. 

Now, Christian friends, not to take up your 
time, as there are here older brethren, with 
eng experience and powerful eloquence, who 
will talk about this, let me ask, What shall 
we do? 

In the first place, we have met here to com- 
municate words and mingle hearts from 
Maine to Texas, from Rhode Island to Kan- 
sas—and we know it only needs Christian 
men to be “— together for their hearts 
to be combined in unison. We have come to 
look each other in the face—to learn each 
other, and catch what we can from our mu- 
tual counsels. 

We then go down to our fields. But what 
shall we do next? First, survey the field at 
large. Send out our scouts to examine this, 
that, and the other field. If there is a desti- 
tute county or city, explore that. We have, 
you know, only a few men here, compared 
with the great body of Sunday-school teach- 
ers—perhaps only one or two in a thousand; 

and yet these men here may be chosen of 
God for this specific purpose. It seems to 
me, it is for this we have been brought to- 
gether. 

In the next place, arouse all elements of 
action around you. Arouse the churches of 
Christ as far as is in your power, and do all 
you can, if it is necessary, to arouse the 
Minister in your section to intense interest in 
the Sunday-school ; and, let me say, there is 
no way to do that so well, as to make in- 
quiries, and to seek counsel from your pastors. 
I never saw that pastor in my life, to whom, if 
you go for counsel and advice on the subject 
of Sabbath-schools, his heart would not beat 
with yours. We may wait, and scold, and 
complain; only let us go, and say to him, 
“My dear pastor, I have come to seek your 
aid and counsel on this subject. I want to 
know what we shall do— what we ought and 
must do, to make our schools better.” Be as- 
sured if you take this course, you will get all 
the co-operation you require, and the work in 
your field will prosper. Christian friends, 
where there is the will there is a way, in this 
matter. 

I believe these fault-findings in the Chris- 
tian church with regard to ministers, lie at 
the doors of those who do the complaining. 

What can we do in the next place? Why we 
can do all we can to organize a school well. 
This is extremely important. We must have 
good singing, good order; it is desirable to 
have a fine library; in short, to have every- 

thing about the machinery perfect. But, 
after all, the great work is the teaching of the 
blessed book of God. Now, are we prepared 
to consider this subject? Shall we be pre- 
pared to come in to-morrow and attend to it, 
and bring to the Convention our best thoughts, 
our best prayers, and our best sympathies. 
In the language of Dr. Chalmers, “ There is 
no time for splendid oratory; no time for pro- 
found argument; no time for labored criti- 
cism, when death is making such havoc of 
our clay tabernacles.” Death is warning us 
all of the cursed spirit of delay. 

Let us labor, then, in the work before us. 
We men and women have come up here 
for a high and holy purpose, to advance 
thoughts and suggest means to carry the gos- 
pel to every neglected child in our land,-and 
not stop until it is accomplished. 

I believe that for this work the Sunday- 
school is exactly adapted. In some of our 
schools in New York, fourteen different na- 
tions are represented, and ten different reli- 
gions, from the Catholic and the Jew, down; 
and there, even, in that great city, we find no 
insurmountable difficulty in reaching the chil- 
dren of these, and bringing them in sooner 
or later under the teachings of the gospel 
in the Sabbath-school. 

Then, Christian friends, let us have stronger 
confidence in this good work, and go down to 
our fields, after we close this Convention, 
with a heartier confidence in God, and a 
firmer conviction that the Sunday-school is 
just the agency we want. 

Rey. Atrrep Cookman, of Philadelphia, 

Mr. Presipent:—If William Penn, the 
illustrious founder of this good old Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, expressed a truthful 
sentiment, when he said that, “ Vice is the dis- 
ease of which nations die,” then, I think, sir, 
that it becomes a momentously interesting in- 
quiry with every American -patriot, whether 
the body politic of which we form constituent 

parts, betrays any symp or evid of 
this disease; and if so, how may these symp- 
toms be most readily arrested, and most tho- 
roughly eradicated? 

Now, sir, I give expression at this moment 
to a sincere and earnest sentiment; when I say 
that I believe the remedy is found in connec- 
tion with the operations of this noble, this 
God-like enterprise. 

I remember that we have a class of re- 
formers in our midst who represent this Bible 
as an obsolete volume, with our Chistianity 
as an exploded, a worthless, a miserable sys- 
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ure that, let me is as unphilo- 
sepia, te ol ale aby 4 shown it to be 
unsatisfying. Now, our Christianity, wiser,— 
wiser because taught of God, because in- 
structed directly and immediately from hea- 
ven—it, wiser, approaches not only the indi- 
al member of a community, but goes 
that—it seizes upon the child; if you 
please, upon the Jittle child; or still, if you 
please, upon the very little child, and not only 
places: in his hands an open Bible; but, 7 
does more than this, it goes down into his 
heart, the seat of all motive, the fountain of 
all action—and causes a spiritual and super- 
natural change to s over that childish 
nature, It turns back the tide of his thoughts, 
desires, and affections which previously were 
earthward, constituting them subsequently 
Godward ; it makes him or her, the little boy 
or little girl, a new creature in Christ Jesus. 
And this, commencing not only with the indi- 
vidual member of the community, but with a 
little child, if you please, sir, with human 
nature in its most plastic and pliable state, it 
brings to bear upon it the mightiest agency 
and most wonderful instrumentality known in 
all the universe of Jehovah. Commencing 
at the centre, it works gradually but certainly 
in the direction of the circumference of hu- 
man society. It seizes upon the child, the 
Sabbath-school scholar, and proposes, nay 
promises, in the course of time, to influence 
every child, and consequently every man and 
woman, till the body politic is freed from 
every vestige of disease, and America, young 
America, shall rise up as a great, a mighty 
giant, strong to run that race which the Pro- 

vidence of God has set before her. 

I feel, sir, that we can scarcely exaggerate 
the importance of this blessed, this glorious 
institution. Never shall I forget, Mr. President, 
sitting in the cell of a young man convicted 
of murder, and sentenced to die. Seizing 
npon a Bible just at hand, he said to me, 
“ Sir, if I had been taught to love and read 
that precious word; if my associations had 
been different; if my education had been 
different, you would not see me where you 
find me to-day, a dishonored, wretched crimi- 
nal. In that case might I not have hoped, 
confidently hoped, to occupy a responsible or 
honorable position in the community ?” 

Mr. President, only let us indulge and ex- 
hibit an indifference or unconcern respecting 
the moral condition, the religious welfare of 
the rising generation around us. Only let 
strange children run riot in our community, 
the prolific sources of degradation, and dis- 
grace, and vice, and crime, and moral death ; 
and it will require no prophetic pen to pre- 
dict the character of the next generation. 
They rise up around us like another forest of 
upas trees, cursing with their influence the 
community, the church and the world. Not 
satisfied with transforming our churches into 
moral wildernesses; not satisfied with plant- 
ing thorns in our dying pillows, upon which 
our -peace shall surely bleed, and our hope 
wretchedly and terribly expire. Not satisfied 
with all this, they shall yet, with worse than 
Vandal like violence rush up and tear down 
the majestic palace of freedom’s noble super- 
structure! orse than that, lift up impious 
hands to plack from the very heavens that 
sun whose light and beams are for the heal- 
ing of the nations! Do I say too much, or 
do I speak too strongly when I say that the 
interests we shall promote by this National 
Convention is a lens, a great moral lens, col- 
lecting a hundred rays of gospel light and 
truth and power, which concentrates with 
mighty effect upon the youthful heart? It fur- 
nishes a fulerum upon which the gospel may 
place its mightiest levers, which shall yet 
move the world and lift it up to God! 

It becomes a fort, a well planned fort, upon 
which is placed the arlillery of the gospel, 
and which through this agency shall be 
brought to bear effectually upon the most 
vulnerable part of the Sebastopol of hell. 
Foster Sabbath-schools then, and you turn 
a pure language upon the community; foster 
Sabbath-schools, and you lift up God’s pros- 
trated and bleeding Sabbath days; foster 
Sabbath-schools, and you fill your sanctuaries 
and halls with orderly and devout worship- 
ers; foster Sabbath-schools, and you defeat 
the machinations of the wicked one, and rob 
hell of wretched victims, and instead of 
strange children, whose mouth speaketh 
vanity and whose right hand is filled with 
falsehood, there rise God fearing, truth honor- 
ing, sin hating, Bible reading, heaven seek- 
ing children, whose mouth is filled with ho- 
sannas, and whose right hand is a right hand 
of power, mighty through God to the pulling 
down of the strong holds of the wicked one. 
Mr. President, [ have sometimes thought 
if there was but a single Bible upon this 
great American continent, and that Bible 
were chained fast to the loftiest peak of the 
Rocky Mountains, that, strongly, powerfully 
impressed with the importance and value of 
its contents, I would call my two children, 
take one with the right hand and seize the 
other with my left, and we would start forth 
upon a most eventful pilgrimage. Urging 
our way through dense forests, crossing vast 
prairies, traversing immense commonwealths, 
sometimes passing down into the valley, and 
sometimes clambering up the hill-side ; some- 
times scaling the cloud covered mountains; 
sometimes fording the swollen stream; now 
finding ourselves encompassed by a city 
population, aud then in a wilderness desolate 
and wild, we would come at length to the 
base of these Rocky Mountains. Then, gird- 
ing ourselves for the ascent, we would begin 
to clamber up from peak to peak, crag to crag, 
eminence to eminence, higher, higher, higher, 
till at last we should sit down upon the very 
loftiest crag of the mountain, alongside of 
this gtshing fountain cf inspiration and 
truth and life! 

Now, sir, if the contents of this inspired 
volume would justify so much toil and travel, 
what shall we think of the agency and the in- 
stitution that brings this fountain to our very 
doors, and with a God-like spirit takes our 
little ones—bone of our bone and flesh of 
our flesh—children for whom we ceald die— 
and leading them forth says, little ones, 
drink! drink! for “whosoever drinketh of 
this water shall never thirst again. It shall 
be in him a well of water springing up unto 
everlasting life.” Oh! come, give your hands, 
your heart, your life, your all, to this giorious, 
God-like Sabbath-school enterprise. 

After the conclusion of Mr. Cookman’s 
speech, the 135th hymn was sung, beginning, 
“Lord bless and pity us.” 

Rey. Stapnen H. Tyna, D. D., then addressed 
the Convention as follows: 


Mr. President, I suppose the character of 
our addresses must of necessity be governed 
by the manifest aspect of our meeting; and 
as this is evidently not a public meeting about 
Sunday-schools, but a private meeting of 
teachers to consider internally the relations 
and the welfare of Sunday-schools in them- 
selves, I take it every man must be expected 
to speak as a practical Sunday-school teacher; 
and that which he brings out, whether old or 
new, he must bring out of the heart. 

We meet not in a pnblic assembly to dis- 
cuss the external aspect of this great institu- 
tion as it looks towards the outside; but we 
meet as in a family relation, to consider how 
we shall best edify and improve the elements 
of our operation within, and bring together 
our different proportions of light and expe- 
rience, and disappointment and success, 
and comfort, and hope, and anticipation, 
brightening still in the future, that we 
may encourage those engaged in this great, 
this arduous, this life-long work—yes, life- 
long, for the man that puts his hand to 
this plough must never look back. If he 








does, the Lord grant he shall leave the skin 
of his hands behind upon the plough’s handle. 





This is a business in which a man must work 
as long as be lives; and if he be a live man, 
the longer he works the longer he will live. 
The more his heart is really in it, from his 


| youth upwards, the more vigorous ‘will be his 


old age; and he still shall bring forth fruit 
and be flourishing And if he be not flourish- 
ing (although my friend Bird holds on in that 
aspect too), he yet is spiritually growing up 
into a more and more perfect likeness and 
image of that great Being who proclaimed 
himself to be the teacher, the didaskalos, 
come down to tell the things he had seen, 
that feeble man might by his teaching be en- 
abled to receive the truth. 

I wonder at all times when I hear men 
talking about the discordant aspects of the 
church, the ministry, the Sunday-school ; and 
I sometimes wake up, rub my eyes in astonish- 
ment, and ask, where am I? What men 
are these? Why, only this day I heard 
a certain clergyman, acting as secretary of 
a body represented in this Convention, ex- 
press great fear lest the laity should override 
the clergy! I say, the man who wants to 
ride and can ride, let him ride! If the pastor 
really feels himself in such a position as that, 
that he is either to ride or to be ridden, my 
own disposition is to keep my feet in the stir- 
rup still! If believed I had arrayed around 
me a set of vipers, or a nest of cockatrices’ 
eggs, in a class of Sunday-school teachers, 
against whose influence I was to watch, and 
over whom I was to guard continually, lest 
the man who had eaten bread with me should 
lift up his heel against me, I could hardly 
speak of the church on earth as being in the 
least degree a type of the church in its glory 
above. No, my friends, the minister of the 
gospel will never awake to a sense of his pri- 
vileges till he reposes upon the bosom of 
faithful Sunday-school teachers and says, 
‘Here I will rest; and this work shall be my 
delight forever; for it is the very joy of my 
heart.” 

The minister who cannot do this, and whose 
holy out-gushings of love do not permit him 
to do this, spontaneously, and naturally, 
shall I say the man has no fire in him? [| 
will not harshly judge my brethren; but I 
should advise such a man, in the language of 
the sailor, to get up a little more steam; or 
to use the military phrase, in the words of 
General Taylor to Captain Bragg, “give them 
a little mere grape.” 

I was wandering, scarce two years ago, in 
a beautiful garden around the town of Jaffa, 
the ancient Hesperides. Perhaps on the earth 
there are no plains so beautiful as those in 
the neighborhood of Jaffa. Oranges, and cit- 
rons, and pomegranates, with every variety of 
the nectarine and apricot, were growing there 
in such profusion taat it seemed as if the 
heavenly world had been brought down to 
vegetate uponthe earth. Roving around this 
enchanting place, I remarked a well of water, 
and one man employed continually with a pe- 
culiar, ancient, Eastern mechanism, in draw- 
ing water. It consisted of a row of buckets 
tied on a thong going round on a wheel, each 
one, day and night, drawing its own bucket 
full of water into a trough prepared to receive 
it. As I wandered around I saw a little boy, 
whorwith his foot turned the current of water, 
throwing it now upon the root of this little 
tree, and now upon another, stopping it off 
from this and turning on another, till each 
little thirsty root got its own appointed por- 
tion of the living stream. And thus ferti- 
lity, beauty, loveliness, and unlimited attrac- 
tion were growing up everywhere around. 
Ah! suppose the man at the buckets kept all 
the water in the well—we might eall hima 
deep man, because he had got down where 
nobody could see him—but of what avail 
would he be to the thirsty garden? 

Or suppose, having drawn the water, like a 
careless child pumping into a narrow-necked 
bottle, he should splash it around on every 
side, and thus deluge one spot while every 
other was left dry and parched! All this, my 
friends, might be illustrated in certain moral 
cases not well for us to pursue in the parti- 
cular; but the actual fact—was it not a per- 
fect illustration of the Sunday-school ? 
Revelation is the well, and the pastor is the 
laborer drawing from its depths, all the time, 
whether in his dreams upon the couch, his 
morning thoughts, his evening meditations, or 
in his daily cares; and this, not for himself, 
pouring into the trough only, but here and 
there are the appointed agents to see that 
every little tree is watered and refreshed with 
the living stream. Soon the little one becomes 
a thousand and the man rejoices in the work 
of his hands. 

What a glorious fruit of the union of ef- 
fort! “Forty years long,” the Lord said, 
“have L been grieved with this generation of 
sinners,” and I may say, forty years long have 
I rejoiced in this harmony of features. Forty 
years long, now, have I labored as a Sunday- 
school teacher and pastor. The first Sunday- 
school | ever saw in my life, I set up by my- 
self, in a little village of Massachusetts, about 
forty years ago, with no books, with no aids, 
with nothing buta heart which must burst or 
teach,atongue which must speak, a mind which 
would gain information by imparting it, and 
a soul that yearned a3 a young convert over 
the perishing children around me. 

How curiously dces the Lord decree! The 
first boy who came to my Sunday-school the 
first morning I opened it, is the honorable suc- 
cessor of my beloved son in the Church of 
the Covenant in this city. He was my first 
Sunday-sehool boy. And when that stricken 
people said to the father whose sympathies 
they felt they had, “where shall we find 
a pastor to take this place?” I pointed out 
that man whom, from the first morning of his 
birth, I had known, and said, “there is one 
born in the right place, educated in the right 
way, and who will certainly, by God’s blessing, 
become practically efficient to the right ends.” 
When I spoke to him, not long since, about 
that school, he said, ‘ O yes, but it was not the 
first |wasin. Before you appointed that little 
Sunday-school that morning, I had had a little 
Sunday-school in my mother’s chamber. I 
had had a little class of children that a lady 
had agreed to teach in my mother’s chamber, 
and mother gave me permission to have Sun- 
day-school there; and how delighted I was 
when Il heard you were going to begin Sun- 
day-sehool in the charch.” He started in the 
Sunday-school, and you will mind, that man 
will work as long as there is life and muscle 
in him—and simply from that origin. 

A3 years go by in the ministry, I only find 
the Sunday-school nearer and dearer. In my 
early ministry I felt, as young men always do, 
that it is very dangerous to do too much 
work, and therefore, when all the days were 
given to the werk,some repose was needed. 
The farmer's rule is, that if you want to get 
any work out of an old horse you must keep 
him at work; every rest will stiffen him to 
inability to start again. Thus we old men, 
when we get into the traces, are driven up 
and down, in a regular round, like horses in 
an omnibus, up and down the streets, which 
go on the track almost as well as ever, 
when they are nearly worn out. Take one of 
those peculiar creatures, a militia colonel ; 
stick him up with his spurs and sword and 
feathers, upon the beast, and let him dance 
him about the parade ground, and he’ll die 
upon the field; but let him only go in his re- 
gular route, and he will work, and work, and 
work, as long as he can stand. 

Thus is it with the relation of the pastor 
and the Sunday-school. Let the pastor only 
throw his heart into the work—lay hold of 
every male teacher and say, “ Ah, my brother;” 
and lay hold of every female teacher and say, 
“Ah, my sister,” with all the purity with 
which a pastor should deal with the sisters of 
his flock. With his whole soul in his eyes, 
and in his mouth, let every little child feel 
“There isa man who understands me, who 
loves me, and really seeks after my good.” 
Why, my friends, the whole of that old man’s 
trunk may be withering and rotting, while you 
will find blossoms upon the top-most bough, 





and green branches and leaves cast their shade 
around him. The people will love him even 











when in old age his garrulity shall sink into 
nonsense. There is no way in which a pastor 
may so rivet the hearts of his people as in 
deyotion tothe young; andthe man who con- 
siders himself not sent to the young, in the 
expressive language of one of my country 
friends, will insist on feeding his sheep outof 
the horses’ racks, He who offers only elabo- 
rate and wise disquisitions, which the child- 
ren cannot comprehend, wil! soon wear him- 
self out—the people wear him out. The re- 
ality is, there is no séuf in him—the creature 
is all stuffed. There is a vast difference, an 
immense distinction, between a creature that 
is stuff and stuffed. 

I long that my brethren in the ministry 
would take hold of this Sunday-school work 
in all the practical devotion of their spirit. 
Did you.ever hear of a minister of the gospel 
who wanted to go in and labor with the 
brethren and sisters of a Sunday-school and 
they rejected him? I knew a man in the 
ministry once, (I see a man in this Convention 
winking at me! he knows too much about 
this story) and he came to the church to toil 
and labor with all his heart in the Sunday- 
school. The first thing was, “Gentlemen, I 
want to see your constitution. I don’t see 
that the minister of the church is made the 
president of the Sunday-school. How is it ?” 
No, he was not. “I cannot consent to have 
anything to do with the Sunday-school until 
you change your constitution and make your 
minister the president.” 

Accordingly the men raised a battery at 
once—(you know people will do anything for 
love and nothing for force.) “I'll not go into 
the school till you do it!’ Well, then, you 
may stay out till you’re gray! JZ never thought 
much about the presidency. I thought I was 
president—perhaps I was. I did not know 
whether it was my horse or another man’s 
horse, but I always got on him and rode. This 
dear brother, when the horse came up sad- 
dled and bridled, would insist on knowing, 
with a certificate of the fact, ‘‘Is it my horse, 
or not? I'll never get on him, till I havea 
regular sealed conveyance of the horse to me.” 
Then says the man who brings him up, ‘‘ You 
shall never get on,’—and he never did get on. 

What is the result of this? An instant 
storm rises; nothing but difficulties and con- 
tentions, till, like vinegar on nitre, or biting 
on a broken tooth, the whole thing isin dis- 
order and wretchedness. The reason is, that 
instead of ruling, he attempted to rule; in- 
stead of getting, he at/empted to get; and in 
place of doing, he sat still and insisted upon 
doing. 

I speak in this simpie way, because this is 
a point in which my heart is interested, and I 
believe one grand attainment in the improve- 
ment of the Sunday-school system is to get 
the minister of the gospel vitally and practi- 
cally at work. 

I am the only superintendent of my Sun- 
day-school, andI have been for years. Every 
Sabbath I superintend a thousand children, 
and do it with delight. 1 do not feel the toil 
wearisome, though long years have passed 
over me since I began. Ido not feel the tax 
heavy, though these limbs are not what 
once they were. These eyes will lose their 
natural light, and this natural strength is 
failing. Oh! friends, the body of man decays 
and falls into weakness and inanity; the 
mind, the intellect of man droops, till at last 
its languid wings refuse to rise, and its flights 
are over—but the heart, the heart! Oh, the 
child’s heart loves, and the old man’s heart 
loves just as warmly. When the Lord says, 
“My son, give me thy heart,” it is the least 
that the very little child can give, and it is 
that which lives to beat just as warmly when 
the frame is paralyzed, and the mouth refuses 
to utter the emotions and convictions, as 
when in the morning of early youth, he laid 
all its energies at the feet of the Beloved, and 
said, I love only, and desire to love child- 
ren for Thee. 

Where will a man learn to preach the gos- 
pel so as he will learn it in communion with 
those he loves best? As in connection with 
the little ones who will reflect back all his 
tenderness in ten-fold power? Ah! the dew 
never shines 30 sweetly in its morning drops 
as upon the opening petals of some white lily 
that just throws itself up in virgin modesty 
to kiss the sun, and hardly dares to feel that 
it is looked upon by another eye. 

The power of truth never seems so effective 

as when it strikes upon the mind of some 
little child that the spirit has brought to the 
Saviour’s feet, and then brings him to the 
pastor to teach him. After all, friends, how 
very simple is the great work of gospel teach- 
ing! How few principles and points of illus- 
tration does the Lord require! Good old Dr. 
Alexander said, in his last hours, to a brother 
who stood by his side: “All my theology has 
come down to a single text—‘Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.’ ” 
And, old (Washburn?) Wilkinson, of Lon- 
don, expiring in his eighty-eighth year, said 
to his daughter: ‘‘My dear child, ‘God be 
merciful to me a sinner,’ I have never got be- 
yond that prayer.” 

Oh! like a rainbow is the Christian’s life; 
it spans the horizon on either side, and seems 
to rest in the splendor of its repose without 
hesitation or trembling. It throws its arch 
over head, where the clouds flitting across it 
make more definite the glittering splendor of 
its harmonizing tints. Thus is it; just Christ 
in the heart, just the blood of Jesus trusted 
to, just simply repose upon the promises, 
the testimony and the provisions of God's 
word. Nothing else than this is the Christian 
life! 

But then, see how rise up doctrines and 
churches and schisms and plams and contro- 
versies and difficulties, till when one gets to 
the summit of the arch, heady and high 
minded, he almost fears to walk, and falls at 
last; not indeed fatally, but he is humbled, 
and is drawn down again towards the other 
limb, and at last rests upon the Eastern hill 
simple, child like, tender, affectionate ! 

Sir, i thonght myself onee upon the very 
margin of the grave; and if a little child had 
stood by my bedside and told me ‘‘the blood of 
Jesus Christ cleaneth from all sin,’’ I would 
have felt it was an angel’s voice. Oh! how 
simple the message spoken from the heart of 
love! 

Do you doubt the success of the Sunday- 
school ?—do you doubt its efficacy ? 

I once read a series of leetures by a clergy- 
man who was attempting to prove the Sun- 
day-school a failure. A blind man might as 
well have attempted to diseuss the subject of 
colors. It was utterly beyond his reach. No 
man who has ever received the out-gushing 
affection of a little child converted in the Sun- 
day-school, can say it is a failure. No man 
can look around his church, as I can, and see 
ninety teachers, nearly every one cofiverted 
in the Sunday-schoo}, and under his ministry, 
and say it is a failure. No man can see, as i 
can, that there are more than one hundred 
and fifty youth breught from the Sunday- 
school to the table of the Lord, under the 
teachings of that school, and call it a failure. 

No, no; the man stands away off there, 
wraps himself up in his dignity—says, ‘I am 
an apostolically appointed person, set at the 
head of the Church; my mission is of great 
importance, my office is of great importance, 
and it becomes essential that I should main- 
tain it’’—and there he attempts to sustain it. 

How shall that man pick up pins? How 
shall that man pretend to know what passes 
in a little child’s heart? How shall he come 
down, it may be, to sympathize with some 
poor seamstress girl, who toils during the 
revolving day, and then, after sleepless 
nights, cheerfully gives her time, her prayers, 
and her — in the Sabbath-school, to her 
Saviour? hy, there is not an element in 
his soul that bien in accordance with her 
pure heart—not an element in his soul that 
accords with the simple child-like harmony of 
praise and prayer. 

No! When you want to pick up pins from 
the carpet, no ten-foot pair of tongs will an- 
Swer your purpose-—you must adapt your- 
selves to the position. The teacher of babes 





must be adapted to talk as the Holy Spirit 
speaketh, directly to a babe’s heart. ” 






Iam very ona like this, to get 
into a > it Mr. Chapin said 
tome, “Say as much a please, stay as 
Fo We ot nad f you choose to wait 

ey of y wait till they give 
you the signal” — a and long con- 
tinued ause.) 

I tell you what it is, I have faced a great 
deal of music in my day—but to speak to a 
National Convention, with a Governor for its 
President, I confess is putting me in a posi- 
tion in which I never before felt how little 
Stephen Tyng was. Allow me, therefore, just 
to allude to some other points which have im- 
pressed my mind. 

In my experience in this work, there is one 
grand difficulty in my mind, which this Con- 
vention must take steps to remedy. Our 
Union Questions published by the American 
Sunday-School Union, years ago, when few 
men in the country at comprehended the 
business, and fewer still comprehended the 
children’s minds and the way in which they 
were to be reached, are, in my judgment, 
completely out of date, and out of the reach 
of practical and profitable use. The selec- 
tions of passages of Scripture made in this 
book, ought to be Ss co overhauled and 
re-arranged. There is hardly an intelligent 
scholar in our land but has gone through the 
whole series. 

For myself, over and over again have I gone 
through them, lecturing always every week, 
on the lesson, to the teachers ; and each time 
Iam more amazed at the want of skill mani- 
fested in the selection of the actual passages, 
and in the grouping of passages together— 
some of which are by no means one in sense— 
and not at all a unit in sentiment. 

The American Sunday-school Union I con- 
sider to be, in all the history of its operations, 
as pure, excellent, and successful an agency 
as the benevolent department of agencies has 
ever seen; but the whole experience of five 
and twenty years, has brought us into a dif- 
ferent position, and shown us that one great 
want for its future mission is a new arrange- 
ment of the selections—and a new classifica- 
tion of the kind proposed. Should I say what 
I thought was the great desideratum of Sun- 
day-schools, it is, my friends, a Child's Commen- 
tary, written by some mind large enough to 
write for the little ones; dealing with every 
lesson in the simplest and yet most thorough 
way. I do not speak of a book like Mr. 
Barnes’s excellent *‘ Notes’’ for teachers, but 
I speak of a want of the children, a defect 
which every teacher, every practical teacher, 
must see and feel. If this Convention should 
stir up the American Sanday-School Union to 
a new arrangement of the books in question— 
new passages of Scripture—and new select- 
tions of subjects that have not been treated of 
in these old books—and open the way by 
which some mind or minds in the country 
could be drawn out fe pevwase a commentary 
for our children, I s conceive they have 
accomplished two most important results for 
the advantage of our Sanday-schools. 

Give me, then, a minister with his heart 
imbued with love for his work; a review of 
the questions for teaching, and a commentary 
for the instruction of the little ones; and 
what, then, is wanting? My dear brethren 
and sisters, we want manifestly converted 
teachers—we want manifestly converted teachers. 

A beloved brother asked me—“ Are all the 
teachers of your school members of the 
church?’’ I should as soon have thought of 
his asking me ‘‘ Are all your flock of sheep 
real sheep? are there no tigers there?” Un- 
converted teachers in my Sunday-school ! 
What! seta wolf to watch over lambs! Set 
a man who never bowed at the Saviour’s feet 
to bring souls to Jesus! Set a thief to catch a 
thief! Is it not justso! No! The principle 
must be laid down and carried out, that an 
unconverted man cannot preach the gospel, I 
care not if forty thousand Presbyteries set 
him up todo it. It is impossible. I lay it 
down as a principle in the Sunday-school, that 
I would rather give one teacher twenty, thir- 
ty, or forty scholars, than to divide these 
forty children among four teachers, three of 
whom are unconverted. I don’t believe in 
my church one would dare to present himself 
for such a purpose. J should frown upon 
him with indignation at this laying of unholy 
hands upon the ark of God. e want to call 
out in our churches the fathers and mothers 
in Israel. There is no Christian man so ex- 
tended in influence, so elevated in station, or 
80 wealthy, who will not be honored by enter- 
ing into this work: and when we come to 
= before the great white Throne, when 

@ man goes up carrying his sheaves with 
him, there will be little ones, shouting— 
“Crown him, crown him with a two-fold 
glory, for to him I owe my soul’’—while 
others will be there who had pride, and pomp, 
and wealth, and intellect, and power, and eccle- 
siastical position, without a single blessing 
upon his life or labor upon the earth. Ah, 
my friends, there the treasure has been 
brought, and there the real assay has been 
applied to the gold, and there will be the full 
teat of this work of love. Said the eminent 
Archbishop Williams, in Charies the Second’s 
time, upon his death-bed—‘' I have held more 
and higher places io life than any man in the 
history of this land; and yet I would far ra- 
ther know—it wouid give me more comfort to 
know—in this hour, that I had been the means 
of bringing one soul to the Saviour, than all 
the reflecuons my glory can give.” You, too, 
will come to that point. 

Then, too, my friends, it is not enough to 
fill the memory, to teach the mind. You 
must drive directly at the heart—preach a 
Saviour you know, as you know him, because 
you know him—with the deep experience of 
your own soul, dripping, shall I sey, with the 
heavenly dews of the Spirit, and delighting in 
the expanding power of earnest affection to 
him, preach him to your little ones. No man 
can doit without a blessing. Ican go around in 
my large school, stand and lvok in the face of 
every class, and see the character of the 
teacher as in a looking-glass. The eyes, the 
whole countenance are a perfect indication 
and illustration to me whether the man is 
teaching some question in geology, geography 
or chronology—whether he is discussing the 
genealogy of Balaam’s ass, or explaining the 
architecture of the golden calf—or, whether 
he is preaching the Saviour to his little ones— 
everywhere you will see it in the faces of the 
children. 

Ihave stood by a class, where every little 
eye was streaming with tears, and the teacher 
knew not another soul was there. He was not 
a man of intellectual power; but a shoema- 
ker ; and God was empioying him to shoe lit- 
ule feet with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace. There he was making work which 
would‘keep out all wet and ali weather, and 
that forever. There was no necessity of pateh- 
ing up or mending afterwards the divinely 
formed sandals—the Spirit of God taught 
bim to sew with the threads of love and 
the needle of the divine Spirit—and his 
work was perfect because it was the work of 
the Lord. 

But I am ashamed to weary you longer. 
Having thus thrown out some little thoughts 
of my own experience in this matter, permit 
me to say, just as a brother said who spoke 
this afternoon—I mean by the help of the 
a to work on in this matter as long as I 

ve. 

I find my beloved teachers are b ing 
dearer and dearer to me every year. Two 
years ago, to my amazement, when I reached 
my home after a thanksgiving service, I found 
my table covered with paper bundles. ‘‘ What 
can these be?”’ thought I. I opened a litte 
note on the top of one, and read it. It was 
the Sunday-schoo] teachers, expressing their 
thankfulness to God and their dear pastor, and 
asking him to accept the little gift. It was a 
— tea service, which cost them six hundred 

ollars. 


A little while ago the Lord was pleased to 
bring back upon me an old lameness, which 
quite took me off my feet, and I hardly knew 
now to get to church, when, just as sudden- 
ly and amazingly as if the roof had fallen on 
my head, I received a note from the hands 
ot my Sunday-school teachers, saying that a 
few of my friends (beloved teachers!) wished 
me toaccept a little sum to buy their dear pas- 
tor a horse and carria,e. The litte sum was 








eight hundrea and ten dollars ! 
Now I should say to ministers who want to 
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make an investment—here’s the place for it! 
No man living ever gets so large an interest 
for so little laid out. 

If a man were looking to what men call the 
‘main chance,”’ how could he possibly devote 
himself in a more acceptable way than this? 
But I should say to him, if you thought of the 
main chance you would lose it, while you were 
seeking it. 

After all, after all, dear brethren, happiness 
is the shadow that falls upon the wake of 
duty. If you pursue it as an object, it flees 
your grasp; but if you press forward after the 
main substance,—I mean, to do the Master’s 
will so long as he shall give you strength to 
do it,—sweet peace attends your path—and 
rest, balmy, grateful rest, comes in each day 
to cheer your weary path ; and when at last 
the evening of life comes on, you will know 
the blessedness of repose at the Saviour’s feet, 
and say ‘Beneath thy tabernacle shall I rest, 
and this shall be my heri forever.”’ 

Soon, soon, my friends, the shadows of the 
evening of some of us must deepen into 
night ; and when from that last hour we look 
back upon the earth, Iam persuaded for my- 
self that no retrospective view to me will 
so happy—so free from sorrow and care—s80 
full of tenderness, joy and delight—so encou- 
raging in the past and cheering in the future, 
as the retrospect of my forty years’ connection 
with the Sunday-school. And while you and 
I probably shall never again meet in the 
flesh, I pray you all in this Convention to rea- 
lize the importance, the dignity of the work, 
and the solemnity of the responsibility that 
this work of Sabbath-school instruction lays 
upon you. 

Take great steps; maintain them; not as 
agents of any other institution or organization 
outside of yourselves, but yourselves the origi- 
nating house, of things which ought, must, 
can, and will be done, if under the divine 
blessing, and with the divine assistance, you 
set yourselves faithfully and thoroughly to 
see that they are done. 

Rey. B. W. Cumtaw, Cincinnati, Ohio, being 
called upon to address the Convention spoke 
as follows :— 

Mr. President, I was taught by a godly 
mother the lesson of obedience. I owe much 
to it; and my high regard for that lesson is 
my apology for occupying the position I now 
do after that address. I really ought not tosay 
a word-—but, Christian brethren, we are en- 
gaged as our venerable father in Israel told us, 
in a work of great importance and dignity. We 
ought to feel that. We ought to feel the obli- 
gations that rest upon us, and in the strength 
of God to arise and do this great work for the 
rising generation of our country. 

Now, the great mission of the Sunday-school 
is to afford religious instruction to the young 
with the view to their personal salvation. No 
wonder our brother told us of its importance 
and dignity in connection with a work so ex- 
alted and worthy !—to take the gospel—the 
cup of salvation, and press it to the lips of the 
perishing that he may drink and never die! 
Oh! No wonder that we have assembled in a 
National Convention! No wonder our bearts 
throb with interest in this great and glorious 
work! 

Now we need confidence. This is a great 
element of success in our work of imparting 
religious instruction to the young. We want 
unshaken confidence in this labor, and then 
we shall rise in God’s strength, and do it with 
efficiency and success. 

In my earlier life in the west, an old Ame- 
rican soldier, who lived in an adjoining log- 
cabin used to give me lessons in patriotism and 
religion in connection with the story of our 
Revolution. He once depicted to my little 
throbbing heart the American army in their 
untold sufferings during that eventful winter 
at Valley Forge—and when he had finished 
his story of toil and privation and suffering, 
and the emotions of this young heart gushed 
forth in sympathising tears, I asked the old 
soldier ‘‘ How could youendure it?’’ ‘‘ Aby!? 
said he, ‘‘ we knew that God would carry us 
through.’’ My Christian laborers in the Sun- 
day-school field, let us remember, God will 
carry usthrough. ‘As I live, saith the Lord, 
my word shall not return unto me void.” If 
his word has found a lodgment in our hearts, 
if our personal interest in the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world, in- 
spire us to preach the gospel in the Sunday- 
school, to teach the heirs of immortality 
linked in destiny with us to that vast eternity 
that lies beyond; we ought to feel, we are 
authorized to feel, that the word of God is 
committed to us to teach to the children that 
they may be converted tohim. Let us come 
up to this high ground of confidence in our 
work, in the power that God shall give us, for, 
although we are weak and earthly, yet through 
Christ strengthening us we can do all things. 

I never look at the Bible, sir, the book 
which has God for its author—salvation for its 
end—and truth, without a mixture of error 
for its matter, but I feel a deep and glowing 
confidence in the Sunday-school. Here is our 
text-vok; here is the light we are to radiate 
upon the intellect and heart of the little chil- 
dren brought from the dens of crime, as well 
as from the homes of respectability—the 
palaces of the wealthy, and the log-cabin in the 
pioneer settlements of the west. We have 
but ong Book, my brethren; we glory in one 
Revelation ;—and we cling to it with hope, 
with glowing, unshaken confidence. Sunday- 
school men, and women too, let us have confi- 
dence in our work, because we have God’s word. 

Ob, what a mission! Who did not ascend 
with my brother Cookman the crags and 
peaks of the mountain and lay hold of the 
bread of life, and lift with fainting lips the 
water as it gushed from its fulness ? 

I followed him with his little oaes marching 
through plains and deserts and rivers and 
ascending mountains; and when we got to 
the book of God, I thanked God, and said, 
‘It pays well.’’ 

Oh! let us magnify this Sunday-school 
business. We have adivine text-book—keep 
your eye on that, my brethren ;—let us rest 
upon that truth ;—this word of God which is 
able to make us wise unto salvation, is our 
text book! 

And we have another glorious fact—Gop 1s 
witH us!—not merely his book. God did not 
send us forth to teach with his divine Revela- 
tion simply ;—but he said, ‘‘ Lo, Jam with 
you always’’—in the Sabbath-school, as well 
a3 in the pulpit ;—Lo, I, the mighty God, the 
everlasting Father, ZI am with you always.” 
Brethren! do we feelit? God grant we may 
catch the hallowed inspiration of a deep con- 
viction, ar abiding realization, that God is 
with us always! This is what we want—the 
indwelling Spirit, to lead us to teach the gos- 
pel to our children. 

Who would not gird on the harness for the 
war? Who wiil not come to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty? 

Cherish, oh! cherish a bright and glowing 
confidence in your work, for you have with 
you the open Bible and the Spirit of God. 

After the singing of the 206th hymn, the 
benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Brainerd, of this city, and the Con- 
vention adjourned. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, 


Discussion of the first three questions. 

Mr. Tappan, of Boston, made a few remarks 
but our reporter failed to get them. 

R. G. Parner of New York: 

Me. Cuairman: I propose in a few minutes 
to refer to one or two cases illustrating the 
point involved in the first and second questions 
of this series. The facts 1 am about to state 
— under my observation within the last few 
days. 

There was a little while ago, right under the 
droppings of St. Patrick’s Cathedral, a Catholic 
family, terribly hostile to Protestanism. _ Hard 
times came upon them, and they were nearly 
Starving They were relieved with bread and 
fuel by those engaged in the mission in that 
n*ighborhood. 

In that family was a little girl, Anna Dillen, 
about ten years ofage, whose heart they soon got 
possession of, by their kind treatment of the 
family. ‘Chey also gained the mother’s confi- 
dence. Little Anna went to the mission-school 


at the Five Points, and remained some months. 
She was taken sick on Friday, at noon, with 
cholera morbus ; the skill of the physician was 
inadequate to arrest its progress, and she died 
on Saturday. While in the mission-school, she 
was instructed in a knowledge of the Saviour, 
and the Holy Spirit moved upon her heart, and 
there little Anna Dillen learned to pray.” 

She was attacked with the disease while in 
school and was removed to the beds of the Hos- 
pital there. 

When the physician saw that the disease 
could not be arrested, the teachers and matron 
of the institution, Mrs. Barlow, gathered around 
her bedside. Mrs. Barlow looked upon her 
while tears filled her eyes. Anna looked into 
her face and said “ Mrs. Barlow, do you think 
I am going todie?”” ‘I don’t know whether 
you will die or not, Anna; you are very sick.” 

She replied, upon being asked whether she 
was afraid to die: “ Oh no! I am not afraid to 
die. It is all right—heaven is a good place to 
go to—it’s a better place than this. Oh no! I 
am not afraid to die.” 

In a few minutes they sent for her Catholic 
mother—that mother who was so bitter against 
the Protestant religion—who drank incessantly, 
was almost too drunk to answer to her call. 
She came and wept by the side of her little 
dangbter! Anna looked up and said, “Oh, 
mother! don’t weep, 1 am going to Heaven, 
and Heaven is a better place than this. It is 
all right, mother; and, perhaps, sometimes I 
will look down on you when I get to Heaven— 
don’t weep.”” There was not a particle of 
doubt, or expression of fear. She seemed to 
have the most unbounded confidence. 

As she was approaching her last hours, Mrs. 
Barlow turned to her Catholic mother and said, 
‘*Mrs. Dillen, Anna is dying a Protestant 
Christian we trust.’? ‘* Well,’ said the woman, 
in the language of her little one, “it is all 
right.””. She was perfectly overcome. That 
night, instead of candles and all the parapher- 
nalia of an Irish wake, there was nothing of the 
kind; she eat by the corpse all night; never 
asked that a priest should be sent for. She was 
completely disarmed of her hostility—simply 
by the power of kind and attentive treatment 
of her little child. 

One of the fashionable ladies of New York— 
an only daughter about 18 years of age, whose 
father lives in one of the forty thousand dollar 
palaces—through her own personal visitation 
coliected into a mission-school a class of thirty 
girls and women, from the lowest classes of so- 
ciety. I asked her to write an account of the 
interesting cases in her labors, and I have a let- 
ter which tells the story in her own language. 
(Mr. Pardee here read a letter, giving an 
account of the work done, and of the amount 
of good accomplished by a course of syste- 
matic visitation.] 

Now all this was brought about by visiting 
systematically and thoroughly. Not one visit, 
or amoog a half or a fourth of the scholars, but 
visits to all, often repeated. These gain the 
confidence of the parents—and that is the way 
to accomplish it. Said this young lady to me, 
‘I trembled at the very thought—I knew not 
how I could go and visit among the poor ” But 
she was enabled to do it, and she was blessed 
in the work. 

I have a number of slips of paper in my pos- 
session which contain a plan of systematic visi- 
tation which has been adopted in 60 churches in 
N. Y., and 30 churches in Brooklyn, and where- 
ever it has been carried out, it has produced 
wonders in the churches and Sabbath-schools 
never dreamed of 

Joun H. Tuompson, of Rochester, N. Y.: 

1 rise to speak on the second item in the pro- 
gramme ; and I say, sir, without fear of contra- 
diction, that any man who calls himself a teach- 
er of sabbath-school and does not visit his 
scholars, has missed his calling, and had better 
go back. 

The influence of the Sunday-school teacher is 
untold in the families of the scholars. I will 
go into particulars at once without preamble. 
I reccollect many years ago, a young man who 
had one talent, and that was the the talent of 
doing good. He was — again and again 
in his attempts to visit, but he would not give 
it up. Being a wagon maker, he used to gather 
up the chips and shavings, and carry them with 
fire-wood to the destitute families in his visits. 
By giving food and clothing to these chil- 
dren, he got them into the Sunday-school, and 
kept them there for three years—till he left the 
place. After I heard of his death I told it to 
an old woman whose boys were in the school, 
she exclaimed “ The good man dead? He 
dead!’ I met that mother a few days ago in 
the neighborhood where her boys went to school. 
** Here’s the place where he brought my body, 
and came to give us bread to eat, and wood to 
burn, and to put clothes on my children—but 
now he’s gone home to Heaven.” 

One of those boys is now, although once a 
poor degraded Catholic boy, one of the mer- 
thants of the city of Rochester. 

Another case: A lady who was in the habit 
of visiting her scholars, received two little girls 
into her classs who said their father was dead, 
The Superintendent went to see the family, 
man? Odear me, my girls came home yester- 
but found that they had been telling a lie—they 
had a father. ‘‘ Are you the Sunday-school 
day and cried long and loud, to think they could 
tell you sucha lie. Their father tell them to 
go and beg—but they do not want to beg. 
They so sorry they told sucha big lie. They 
say they believe the Sunday-school teachers 
there are angels—they talk like angels.” 

Could you see those girls now, sir, you 
would say they were polished diamonds. 
When they came into the school, they were 
dirty, ragged, degraded, cast down, but now, 
they do really seem almost angelse They are 
as bright as new coined dollars—they are real 
diamonds. I never look upon those girls, but 
I think they are polished diamonds; and I say 
to my fellow teachers : If you want to exert an 
influence over your scholars—visit them. The 
visiting is the finish. 

In another instance, such was the effect of 
visiting, that a father paid $150 for a seat in the 
church, and came regularly with his children, 

I have known a child to bring boarders from 
a hotel to the evening meeting. By no means, 
then, neglect visitation. If you have not the 
heart to do it, leave your charge to somebody 
that has. Go and sympathize with the dis- 
tressed in their afflictions, and you will find 
heart to meet heart, and by and by when you 
get home to glory, you will meet many of these 
children and parents—and even whole families, 
brought into the kingdom through the instru- 
mentality of these visits. 

Mr. Harwoop, of Schuylkill Co., Pa.: 

I am most happy, Mr. Chairman, to meet 
you here, having so often met each other on 
various occasions, and had so long and pleasant 
relations with each other. 

I have felt a deep interest in this matter, and 
though not exactly a prophet, or the son of a 
prophet, but a layman, and a business man at 
that—(and having had to work at the anvil, I 
know something of what labor is)—yet 
should like to say a few words on this first 
question. 

If I were to say before this intelligent and 
pious audience, that I answer this in the affirm- 
ative, I should be requested to show some rea- 
sons upon which it is based. I shall adduce 
one or two. 

First, what has the Sabbath-school institu- 
tion done? I look back, sir, to some facts in 
my own history to sustain this affirmation of 
its competency. I recollect the time when in 
the small village of Sherwood Forest, Notting- 
hamsbire, England, there was a Methodist 
chapel school. I was but four years of age. 
At that time the Methodist Episcopal church 
was a small and persecuted body in England. 
The teachers themselves were not among the 
most learned of the earth, but, as a general 
thing, they were pious. They had the love of 
God in their hearts, and the persecution to 
which they were constantly exposed kept devo- 
tion alive in their souls, We had no Sunday- 
school libraries—we were too poor ; the Testa- 
ment and Dillworth’s spelling-book were all 
the books we had at that time. When, then, 
I took from that period to the present, and con- 
template this National Convention, and the as- 
sembly of superintendents, and teachers, and 








ministers of all denominations, from all parts 
of our wide-spread country, who have come 








here to discuss and adopt such plans as ma 
favor the cause of Sunday-schools, I think we 
can have no greater evidence of what the Sun- 
day-school has done than this meeting. 

t is true that the Sunday-school influence 
has been constantly and steadily pervading this 
community. The little stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands has been steadily, irre- 
sistibly spreading itself in the earth. And 
now, the question was brought up yesterday— 
[ believe by you, Mr. President, speaking of 
the impetuosity of the American character, and 
the genius and spirit of the age, called in com- 
mon parlance the go-ahead spirit—the great 
question, how shall the young and rising mind 
of America be directed? 

As was remarked, we cannot stay its pro- 
gress—its march is onward; we must there- 
fore lay hold of this spirit, and guide it aright, 
and I believe there is no agency more powerful 
and effective to this end than the Sunday- 
school 

In the town where I live, and I am thankful 
the Sunday-school has taken its hold upon the 
people—the Rev. Mr. Washburn, here present, 
represents a large and flourishing school. Our 
Presbyterian friends have also a large school. 

Ours is a coal mining region, and the great 
majority of the children belong to the poorer 
classes; and while Prof. Hart made mention 
in his speech yesterday of the Robert Raikes Sab- 
bath-school, with its paid teachers and pauper 
scholars, and that the character of the Sunday- 
school at present was somewhat changed, it is 
nevertheless a fact that, although great and im- 
portant changes have taken place, yet a very 
large class in our borough are so poor, and so 
occupied in getting food and raiment, and in 
caring for what they shall eat and drink through 
the week, that they have not the advantage of 
attendance upon any week-day school. This 
is the ease with hundreds and thousands of 
children in the coal region, employed in pick- 
ing slate during the week. This is a familiar 
term with us [** picking slate”’], but may not be 
so well known here. No doubt you have grum- 
bled at the dirt and slate in your coal, and won- 
dered why it was not taken out. The reason 
was because these poor little children, of six, 
eight, and ten years of age, get so benumbed 
with the cold that their fingers can no longer 
hold the coal. Therefore, instead of blaming 
the coal dealers, you must attribute it to an- 
other cause—and know that if these little 
children employed in picking out the slate 
were strong and well fed they would be better 
able te discharge the duties imposed upon them. 
Their fathers work in the mines, and the re- 
muneration for their labor is generally very 
small, while their employment is dangerous 
and toilsome. 

Now, the only method we have of getting 
hold of these little children and teaching them 
the great prinziples of the Christian religion, 
is by bringing the Sabbath-school to bear upon 
them. They are generally most willing and 
teachable, and desirous to come. It is by such 
efforts of Christian philanthropy that these 
classes are to be reached. 

Perhaps 1 may be considered selfish if I 
mention George Whitefield, John. Wesley, and 
Bishop Asbury, as men who have left their 
mark in these times upon the world; but Wes- 
ley and Whitefield first began their labors 
among the colliers of Kingswood and Sunder- 
land, who had been neglected by the church of 
England. There they had meetings, and ten, 
twenty, and thirty thousand of these colliers 
had the gospel preached uto them. Often the 
tears would stream down their begrimed 
cheeks, and leave white furrows as they rolled. 
In no regions have Sunday-schools ever flou- 
rished more than among colliers. 

But, as I am a blacksmith, I might sledge 
away for some time on this subject, and still 
there would be something left. I might drive 
out the sparks, and yet something would re- 
main; like the blaeksmith who, without money 
or credit or iron, with nothing but his anvil, 
left his business to his son. ‘ My stock in 
iron,” said he, ‘is not large, it is true, but 
there is plenty of it in the anvil, hammer it 
out !” 

I have been struck greatly with the magni- 
tude and extent of the Sunday-school operations; 
and when yesterday I heard California called, 
and no response, | concluded I would answer 
for her. have been identified with Sunday- 
schools for thirty years here, as teacher and 
superintendent, with the exception of five years 
that I was connected with a school in Califor- 
nia. I returnel, indeed, three years ago, but I 
feel as if 1 ought, as a delegate from California, 
represent the Sabbath-schools of that region; 
and I can most heartily say, if there are no 
others here representing their interests, that in 
no part of our country would you find a warmer 
sympathy for the National Convention of Sun- 
day-school teachers and friends of the cause 
than in California. But I must keep to the 
text. 

I say, without fear of contradiction, that it 
is possible to bring all our young people under 
the influence of the Sunday-school. How are 
we going todo this? In our country there is 
a large emigration of the German population, 
who are strongly impregnated with German 
notions, so that you can do very little with the 
parents; but the children may be brought 
under the salutary influence of the Sabbath- 
school. And what shall we say in reference to 
the Catholic population? I believe the Sab- 
bath-school in Catholic churches is a thing un- 
known in Central America. I never heard of 
it there. I never heard of it where the Catho- 
lies asserted and maintained the control of the 
religious institutions of acountry. But in this 
country we find even our Catholic churches 
have their Sabbath-schools; and in Pottsville 
there is quite a large Catholic Sunday-school, 
though not as large in proportion to the other 
evangelical churches. 

Therefore I conclude, when we look at what 
has been done—how a small grain of mustard- 
seed has sprung up into a mighty tree, which 
has spread its shadows over our whole land— 
and then at what is doing still, I recognize it as 
ene of the strongest possible positions I can 
take that the Sunday-school is competent to 
bring the young under the saving influence of 
the gospel. 

And we see the necessity of immediate work. 
We live in an age when the corrupt presses 
are pouring out bad books, and the ‘* yellow- 
covered” literature meets us every where—in 
the railroad car, the steamboat, the tavern. 
Then there is another thing. Look at our day 
schools, which are an honor to our land. Wnen 


the present day enjoy— [Time expired.] 

Mr. Wituiams 1n, New Granada, here gave 
a brief account of a large Sunday-school es 
tablished by two or three engineers among a 
Catholic population in the Cordilleras of South 
America. 

Mr. Mort, of New York—We are all argu- 
ing on the same side. There is no Sunday- 
school teacher—I am sure no Sunday-school 
superintendent—who doubts for a moment the 
affirmative of this first question, which opens 
the business this morning. I much doubt whe- 
ther there is a Christianin the land who doubts 
it. Therefore, in order to bring this matter to 
a close, and hear a little concerning the work- 
ing system, about which some have different 
views and different plans to bring forward, I 
would suggest the following resolutions, which 
I hope will be seconded. 

‘* Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Con- 
vention, we do believe that the Sunday-school 
agency is eminently competent to bring the 
entire youth of this country under the saving 
influence of the Gospel.”’ 

‘Resolved, That we severally pledge our- 
selves as agents, to leave no Christian effort 
untried, and devote ourselves to prove the truth 
of our conviction.” 

The resolutions were seconded, and Mr. Mott 
proceeded. 

I shall not detain the Convention with any 
remarks, further than the recital of an incident. 
It is an instance of a school in the city of New 
York, with which I am not connected, but with 
whose superintendent I am a bosom friend, for 
he was my first superintendent, and I only 
refer to it because it has come under my per- 
sonal observation, and will, | think, prove to 








this Convention what treubles and difficulties 
we have sometimes to contend against in our 
vast city, 


I think of the advantages which the youth of | PY, 


ing left a flourishing school there, came to New 
York, and started a Sunday-school in the very 
lowest and vilest 
Points only excepted. It is called “« Mackerel- 
ville.” He hired a room in the third story of 
a house, the proprietor of which was no 
than 9 al our we yqnsee: ps 
secon r was oceupi a grog- . 

this councilman, 1 think, Was an atten who 
voted in the Board for a resolution to close the 
grog-shops on Sunday—but it did not apply to 
him! 

My friend paid the rent in advance, for you 
know it was necessary to do this with a coun- 
cilman, and began the school. On the first 
Sunday he met seven or eight children, whom 
he had collected. He gathered them togeth 
by this process He walked around that neigh- 
borhood on the Friday and Saturday previous, 
circulating a print representing a y- 
school; while on the opposite side was an invi- 
tation to the people to attend the school. As 
he walked through the streets he was greeted 
with clam-shells and oyster-shells, bones and 
fish-bones, and pelted so that he had to run! 
However, on the first Sunday morning seven or 
eight came in as scouts and spies, to see how 
the land lay; for, from nine o’clock in the 
morning till two o’clock in the afternoon, it had 
grown to seventy or eighty. But such a noise! 
such a crowd! A police officer was stationed 
in the midst of them to maintain order; who 
called upon them to obey the teacher, or he 
would walk them off to the watch-house! He 
then, for the first time that many of the chil- 
dren had heard such sounds, arose to pray, and 
fervently asked God’s blessing upon them. The 
school was dismissed; and afterwards, as he 
was leaving the room, the councilman sent to 
him, and told him he must give up the estab- 
lishment. ‘Why, what’s the matter? what 
have I done?’ “Done! sir; why you have 
ruined my business to-day; I have hardly sold 
a glass of grog. It has cost me a hundred dol- 
lars: You shall not stay on any considera- 
tion ” 

He left, and after a little consultation the 
lease was given up, and another school was 
established in Fourteenth street, two blocks 
only from that spot There I attended the 
second Sunday, and it was a vile spectacle. 
Three Sundays after they held a meeting of 
these children, shoeless, hatless, coatless little 
vagabonds, so called; and while there, in the 
midst of a solemn prayer, these same children 
picked the pocket of the superintendent ! 

Go and see that school now, and you will see 
exemplified the truth of what I state in my 
resolutions, that this agency is eminently cal- 
culated to bring the Gospel to every child in 
our country. 

Reading of Mr. Mott’s resolutions called for. 

Me. Martuews, of Brooklyn—I go in for 
these resolutions most heartily—they are just 
the thing. I wish to say a word about Sabbath- 
school operations in the country. So long as 
twenty years ago a school was started by two 
teachers, in Sullivan county, in the State of 
New York, in the spring of 1837. In that 
place, for ten miles around, there had never 
been a school nor a minister of the Gospel. 
The first Sabbath we found them hunting, fish- 
ing, playing ball in the neighborhood, and even 
dancing in the school-house. A man met us on 
our way, at a bridge in the neighborhood, and, 
said he, ‘*You cannot start that Sunday- 
school.”” “Why? ‘ Because they do not 
want such things; they are all Universalists 
there. You have no chance at all. It was 
tried once before, but they put it down.” 

However, we found a woman there before 
night, who belonged to a church at a distance, 
but was unable to get to it. Said she, “Do 
come and teach my three children.”” We did 
so. Eight met uson that Sabbath; sixteen the 
next; and on the third Sabbath, as they were 
going home, we said to the children, “Tell 
everybody that at three o’clock there will bea 
prayer-meeting in this house.’? We were 
trembling for fear of trouble. One man had 
declared he would come and break it up. The 
hour arrived ; the house was filled to suffoca- 
tion; people were standing around the doors 
and windows, begging for the word of God. 
For six months we remained there, and God 
was with us, and blessed the work exceedingly. 
In one year from that time a church was es- 
tablished, with twelve members to start on; 
and lately they have built a beautiful church, 
within ten rods of that bridge where we met 
the man, a little way up the mountain side, and 
it is to my eye the handsomest church I ever 
beheld in this creation. 

They now are blessed with the ministrations 
of a man of God. A few months ago 1 was 
there. The school numbers some seventy scho- 
lars, with the pastor and pastor’s wife as teach- 
ers. While there one Sabbath morning the 
bell commenced ringing, and I remarked that 





that bell, save only the melody of their voices 
when in youthful concert the children were 
singing and praising God. 

I might go on tostate conversions which would 
thrill every heart ; men, old men, who came 
to mock and scoff, but remained to pray; and 
they are now men of God, and for fifteen years 
have held up religion there. 

Cries of ** Question! Question !” 

A rambling discussion of half an hour here 
took place in reference to various points of 
order. It was finally agreed that Mr. Mott’s 
resolutions should be withdrawn, with the un- 
derstanding that the Business Committee would, 
in due time, present for the consideration and 
action of the Convention a series of resolutions 
covering the whole ground referred to in the 
queries originally propounded. It was also 
agreed, by general consent, that during the rest 
of this morning’s session the Convention should 
continue to be occupied with short speeches 
upon the first three questions, and that during 
this evening’s session they should be occupied 
in like manner with remarks upon the topics 
embraced in questions four, five, six and seven. 


Mr. Wasusurng, of Schuylkill Co., Pa.: 
Allow me, Mr. President, to express the 
great pleasure I have had in listening to the 
information which has already been presented 
here from various quarters, and to try to get 
back upon the very ground which you have 
intimated as the proper ground for us to occu- 
now. 

Iapprehend we are all of us anxious to 
receive information, not only with regard to 
the competency of the Sunday-school to ac- 
complish the work which it has taken in hand, 
but in regard to the best means of going about 
that work. Those who are here, prepared and 
able to give us information upon this subject, 
are not always those who are prepared to give 
it in the best and most finished form, it may 
be; but they are like my friend the black- 
smith, practical men; men who have worked 
in this cause ten, twenty, thirty and even 
forty years, who, if they had the ability and 
experience which the Rev. Dr. Tyng has, and 
could present it in the manner he could 
would enable us to avoid all confusion, and 
to listen probably with entire satisfaction.— 
The fact is, with some it is a harder matter 
than with others, to present their experience ; 
they are obliged to go through a rather tedious 
circumlocution, but we must submit to this 
as a necessity of the circumstances of the case. 
We want to hear, from all portions of the 
Union, the experience of men who are ac- 
quainted with the practical workings of Sun- 
or ——_ 

ow, ppen to be, in the good providence 
of God, in charge of a Gandarashost: em bra- 
cing something over five hundred scholars, in 
the same place from which Mr. Haywood 
comes as a delegate. As he has said, I en- 
tirely believe that the Sanday-school is com- 
petent to perform the work of bringing under 
the influence of the gospel the entire youth 
of our country ; but, sir, when we go out into 
the various portions of this vast country, we 
find as great a variety of circumstances, as 
there is variety of people. We are a mosaic 
so far as population is concerned. In the sin- 
gle county trom which 1 come, you will find 
the greatest variety of population, and some 


elemects entirely antagonistical. 





Now, sir, in the work which we have in hand, 
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ithfulness, 
dard permit me to say that if 


of questions of a t nat 
which Dr. Tyng allud 


plishing the it results before us. 


pastor of the church and school. 


mation in that entire region. 


vised to desist from the work. 
severed, and when six Sabbaths more 


ing. It continued and in 





going on to this day. 


who were converted on the spot. 


be perpetual showers on her class. 
give me the real key to this success ?” 


bath-school work, but ex) 
ing seed, to bring forth 

day. 
took my place in this school I determined 
end of aceomplishing something. 
beauty of Solomon’s Temple, but in trying 


bring them to Christ. 


success since.” 
Mr. Samira: 


always follow. My idea is that the test 


ed. 


Sabbath-school teacher. Another test is 


teach to his scholars, 


immediate conversion. It 


governed by some overruling necessity, 
some other thing to which he is bound 
attend by stronger bonds of duty. 


cessful. 
land. 


the test of their fidelity. 


The Rey. Mr. Bayuiss, Brooklyn: 
Woodruff. 
in labor. 


courage us 


natural pursuits. 
quire more cultivation than others. 


by the information of others. 


not to young children alone. 


the adults also. 


to the truths of the gospel. 


guage to their age and circumstances. 


we drew out their feelings. 


60. 


the Romish religion. 


work, 
The Rev. Mr. Sanprorp, of New York: 


I wish to invite the attention of this Con- 


Now sir, in egg og bye 
any 


t 
one feature of this great Sabbath-school move- 
ment, or the great religious movement which 
has characterized the past year, this fact that 


pel through all the ramifications of life—is 
a distinguishing one. These are not mere 
conclaves gathered together for the discussion 

ure, as those to 
last night, but the 
best means of carrying forward and accom- 
There is 
a Sabbath-school in Brooklyn whose history 
is attended with much success, and I only 
allude to it to introduce to the Ma) ae the 
t was 
started in one of the darkest places in the 
city, but it has worked a wonderful transfor- 
It was held 
during the first six Sabbaths of its session 
amidst the howls of Catholics—until the five 
or six teachers who had gone there were ad- 
But they per- 


passed they were in some order, for they had 
got out some of the noisy boys who had be- 
come hoarse and tired in the service of yell- 
din numbers 
to three or four hundred children, and it is 


Eight thousand dollars were subscribed by 
its teachers and friends to erect an edifice; 
the church was built and paid for, and ninety 
per cent. of its members is composed of those 


When the pastor, the Rev. Mr. Baylis 
asked one of the devoted teachers of that 
Sabbath-school (Miss Denny,) why, as soon as 
little girls were placed in her class, they be- 
gan to cry and weep over their sins ; why all 
the rest of the school had no special evidence 
of the favor of heaven, and there seemed to 
“Can you 
“Yes, 
sir, said she—(she is now a foreign mission- 
ary)—“T taught long and ardently in the Sab- 
cted as I was sow- 
uit in some future 
Then 1 had no success; but since I 


pray for success now, and to look to the great 
I did not 
spend my time in telling them of the geogra- 
phy of Palestine, or describing the extent and 


I prayed for that, 
strove after (hat, and I have bad nothing but 


The question of a éest is rather hard to set- 
tle, it is indefinite. According to my idea 
about the matter, the test of the teacher's 
fidelity is not to be found exclusively in suc- 
cess, although I believe eventual success will 


fidelity upon the part of a Sunday-school 
teacher is to be found in a faithful devotion 
to all the duties, and all the preparation 
which will enable him with power and influ- 
ence to convey the truths of God's word with 
reference to the conversion of the sinner and 
the edification of those who may be convert- 
It is to be found first in the closet of the 


the thorough and complete examination, and 
ascertaining for himself what is taught in the 
portions of God's Word that he designs to 
Again, in the earnest, 
direct, and importunate prayer for the con- 
version of the individual scholars, not looking 
forward for a long time to come, but to their 
is to be found 
again in the regular, systematic attendance 
upon his duties in the Sabbath-school as a 
matter of duty, and not feeling he is perform- 
ing it as a matter of favor, and that he has 
no discretion about it, except as he may be 


I think you are to find it not in the success ; 
because if that were the case, you would 
have to brand a large number of Sabbath- 
school teachers in the land as unfaithful ; and 
Ido not believe that; on the contrary, I be- 
lieve that a very large number, in the sense 
the gentleman has adopted, have been unsuc- 

So is it also with the ministry of the 
I believe there is laid upon them the 
necessity of preaching the gospel, and if they 
feel the necessity, and implore the assistance 
of God in prayer, that they have in their own 
personal experience of what they are doing 


I rise, sir, at a very appropriate time, as the 
subject was introduced by my friend, Mr. 
I consider that results are evi- 

dences of the blessing of God, but the ab- 
sence of immediate results ought not to dis- 
Success is just as 
certain in moral and spiritual matters, as in 
But some lands may re- 


Every one comes here to receive and profit 
In the refer- 
ence made just now by Mr. Woodruff to the 
result of the labor with which I am connected 
in the city of Brooklyn, allusion was made 
I believe we 
ought to extend our Sabbath-school labors to 
When we began the labor in 
the Warren street mission, it was not only 
among the children, but among adults who 
were as ignorant as the children with regard 
The question was 
asked, what shall we do with these adults ? 
I opened my study in the building and said, 
gather them in and instruct them as you 
would children, adapting, of course, your lan- 
The 
labor was commenced in that way. By get- 
ting them together and talking kindly to them, 
We impressed 
upon the teacher the necessity of conversion 
as the aim and result of their efforts. The 
result was, in five years there were collected 
in that class 117 persons, none of whom were 
under 16 years of age, and many were over 
Of that number 58 have been converted, 
and 53 have united to the church, and 7 or 8 
of these had professedly been brought up in 


I mention these facts and successes for your 
encouragement in labor, and that our hands 
may be held up to go forward in the great 
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vention to the third article; and in doing so} A committee of en was appoi d 

to answer the question of the last t and backed up by the ladies, they ee 
‘“What should Sabbath.school to visit the place, to see if anywhere they 

as a test of their faithfulness ?”’ | could find a house for holding a 

I think they should accept suecess. I think | meeting. One of the committee told m 

they the same a superintendent of the missi 

ada st Fi Ther <r. ves of | started from their homes to visit the lo 
yor gastos: oh thee atont ros pie ~ but three backed out before they got 


and resolved that nothing could be , from 
the outward appearance of things. 

At first all was dark and drear; no place” 
appeared to open. By and by, however, they 
found a room over a grog-shop, twenty feet 


before | PY forty, and they went to work to clear it 
— t ss etatenatin die — p Bay to | out. It would accommodate about two hun- 
ascertain the best means of carrying the gos- | “red ons. They gave out that « meeting 


would be held there at such atime. The morn- — 
ing arrived ; they invited the children to the 
Sunday-school. About seventy assembled, 
with a considerable number of adults. 

On the first Sabbath, some occupied them- 
selves in turning summersaults on the floor, 
and in knocking each other down, without 
the faintest idea of the nature of a religious 
meeting. After a while, when they had fairly 
organized, they found the numbers began to 
decrease. The Catholic influence around them 
was drawing aside the children; but when 
they found out really what the Sabbath- 
school was, and the intention of the ladies 
and gentlemen who were so interested in them, 
the work prospered, and pretty soon it became 
& permanent organization. After the Sab- 
bath-school was organized, the ladies started 
the project of a day-school; and pretty soon 
many were brought into it, and, let me say, 
here was the commencement of beiter thin 
for the whole region. From that time the 
work went on, and increased more and more 
in interest. (Time expired.) 


Rev. Jonn Hocnvny, from Jowa: 

My most recent labors have not been con- 
fined to the West. Thé incidents of which I 
would desire to speak have happened in your 
own State. A few years ago I was appointed 
to act in the capacity of a Sunday-school 
missionary in one of your large cities. After 
laboring for six months during the winter 
season, I discovered that in that city there 
were some six thousand children between the 
ages of seven and thirteen, and that out of 
that number from eight to ten hundred said 
they went to no Sunday-school. It was the 
object of the Association to bring within 
Sunday-school influence all the children in 
the city that were capable of attending; and 
notwithstanding the efficiency of the Sunday- 
school teachers connected with the vy, 
schools, I yet found nearly one th 
children who went nowhere. 

Now what I wish to bring before us, is effi- 
ciency ofaction in the instrumentalities that 
are used. I do not conceive it so much our 
proyince to suggest new instrumentalities as 
to give energy, Vitality and efficiency to those 
measures which the Sunday-school system 
for a number of years past has developed and 
suggested for the teachers—so that our Con- . 
vention here may act more in the capacity of 
a large forge—to sharpen the tools and give 
them pointedness and edge, 

I discovered as a missionary in that city 
that there were a great many families who 
alleged that they sent their children to some 
Sunday-school, when really they were running 
the streets. But why was this? Merely to 
avoid the imputation of not sending their 
children anywhere. I discovered this in my 
visit to a family, who said their children went 
to this school or that—and when I told a 
friend of the result of my visit, he smiled at my 
credulity if I believed they were sent to any 
school at all—said he “they don't go any- 
where—they lounge about the corners of the 
streets.” 

Now this simple fact discovers to us one 
secret of the ill-success of our Sunday-school 
efforts. 

The object is to discover wherein the in- 
strumentalities used fail of their legitimate 
results. 

If it is want of the proper application, it is 
the fault of the teacher. Teachers should be 
more punctual in their visiting—they should 
follow up the child immediately and ascertain 
the cause of delinquency—a teacher should en- 
join upon his children to be punctual in their 
attendance—he should visit their families and 
maintain a suitable feeling towards them. This 
kind of effort I believe will obviate a great 
many faults that our Sunday-school system 
encounters and mourns over everywhere. 

So that, we want positiveness in this agency; 
we want determination, and energy and faith. 
fulness in such means as the Sunday-schook 
system has for years past develoned and re- 
commended. 

Let any one read the ‘‘Teacher’s Manual,’” 
published by the American Sunday-Schook 
Union, and it seems to me, he will find there 
a sufficient number of points given and instru- 
mentalities suggested, which if carried out 
faithfully would accomplish, I conceive, nearly 
all that we as a Convention are here assem- 
bled for. 

Jno. H. THompson, of Rochester, N. Yi: 

As the subject before us now is “results”— 
I want to state what I know of a Sunday- 
school. 

The results have been 692 converted, and 
united to the Church from that Sabbath- 
school ; and it has all been brought about by 
work and the blessing of God; and, let me 
say, this is the only way our Sabbath-schools 
will be blessed. It is the only way I ever 
heard of results from a Sabbath-school. 


Mr. Wa. 8S. Pimrce, of Philadelphia: 
Most of the ideas mentioned as enterin, 
into the test of the faithful Sunday-sc! 
teacher, do enter it; but they do not cover 
the whole ground. For, however successful 
a teacher may be, he feels and says after his 
highest success: “Not unto us; not unto us; 
but to thy name be all the praise.” And how- 
ever — he may be in the service of his 
master, if he witnesses any special s 
after all he will feel himeelf an unfaithful 
servant. One of the poets has said that he ~ 
who does all that circumstances will pit, 
does well—acts nobly—angels could no 
more, 
I think, therefore, sir, the true test, at least 
it igim-my mind, of an efficient agent in the 
ith-school work, is a life-long devotion 
to the noble cause ; and at the end of it hear- 
ing the voice of the Master saying, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.” 
Wx. Heyser, of Chambersburg, Franklin Co., 
Pennsylvania: 
Allow me, sir, to make a statement. 
been engaged in a Sabbath-school for 
years, and I attribute a e amount of the 
success of that Sabbath-school to conti 
nued punctuality as its officer. ig the 
thirty years I have not been absent twenty 


times. I began with f scholars, and in 
the course of six months school reached 
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Here was read an extract from the minutes 
of the Board of Managers of .ae American Sun- 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON. 
Meeting of the Sabbath-School Children. 
This afternoon was set apart for a Children’s 
meeting. Jayne’s Hall was crowded, as we 
have never seen it before. The body of the 
house was occupied by children from the various 
Sabbath-schools of the city. The galleries were 
reserved for ladies, and the platform and adja- 
cent boxes for the delegates. 
corner of the house was literally jammed. At 
least five thousand persons were present. 
The exercises were begun by the singing of 
a duet, (“Kind words can never die,”’) by 
Misses Flora and Nettie Jermaine, of Brooklyn, 
under the direction of Mr. Horace Waters, the 
congregation joining in the chorus. 
Mr. J. S. Cummines then came forward, and 
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My dear children, it is eminently fitting and 
in the midst of this great National 
school Convention, that we should 
present to its members a living demonstration 
of the blessed influences of the Sabbath-schoo! ; 
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ve direction to these exercises, 
lf of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments, my brother and fellow-laborer in this 
cause, Mr. Geo. H. Stuart, to take the direction 
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Mr. Stuart, coming forward, announced the 
first hymn on the programme, “ All hai! the 
power of Jesus’ name!”? The immense con- 
gregation rose, as by instinct, and sang this 
memorable hymn with a power and effect that 
it is impossible to describe. 

After the singing, Mr. Stuart said : 

Mr. President and members of this great 
National Convention : ‘“‘ Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity!’ Behold how good and how pleasant 
it is for children of the Heavenly King to dwell 
They come here this after- 
noon, from all our various Sabbath-schools, 
where this blessed Book is the text-book, where 
Christ is held up as the only way to Heaven, 
to bid you, Mr. President and the members of 
this National Convention, a hearty welcome to 
this city of Brotherly Love. 

I am prompted to say this much: much more 
my heart would urge me to say, were there not 
so many brethren here this afternoon from dis- 
tant parts of the country 
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to address you. Letme 
my dear children, that I congratulate you, 
y a seat in this hall 
before this great National Convention, at whose 
head is one who has occupied a position in our 
commonwealth as the Governor of the State. 
From him you will hear this afternoon. 

I will not further prolong the opening ser- 
vices, but will call at once upon him who is at 
this time the oldest pastor in our beloved city, 
to lead you, the lambs of the flock, to the 
The Rev. Dr. McDowell 
will now lead this audience in prayer. 

The prayer being concluded, Rev. Mr. Cur- 
tis read a part of the 34th Psalm, commencing 
«I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise 
shall continually be in my mouth.” 

Mr. Stuart then introduced the first speaker, 
saying: I have the pleasure of introducing to 
you, my beloved children, Mr. Ralph Wells, of 
New York, who will address the meeting; and 
we may say of him, as we may say of all who 
shall fullow him, that he comes here as a 
working-man. This is no holiday parade. We 
bring here men fresh from the field of battle, 
to talk to you this afternoon. 


ADDRESS OF MR. WELLS. 

Mr. President and little bright eyes! I have 
sometimes heard people say that it is very hard 
to talk to children; but I say, if you talk to 
children so that they can understand you, they 
will always listen ; and if they do not listen, I 
ause [ am so stupid; that is the 
only reason. Now, if you don’t listen, children, 
[ shall think Iam stupid: do you want me to 
think so? [Voices among the children, ‘* No, 
sir!’’] I have heard people say, “1 don’t know 
what to talk to the children about.” 
never have any difficulty. Upon such an occa- 
sion as this, there is only one thing to talk to 
dear children about; and that is about Jesus 
Christ and the great salvation. 
of speaking to hundreds or 
ren, I am afraid to talk of 
thing else, particularly when | have come 
undred miles from home for the purpose, 
‘and shall never see most of them again. 

‘0, I was coming up to your 
vannah. We had passed the light- 

May (perhaps some of you have 
e had been singing in the evening 
some of those sweet songs of Zion. 
retired to my berth, and was falling to sleep, 
when there came a crash at the side of the 
steamer. I was almost thrown from my berth. 
up; put on an article or two of cloth- 
1 stood upon the bow 
of that steamer, dear children, listening— 
frightened—not knowing what was the matter 
—when, in the darkness of the night, I heard 
in the distance a cry. 
it was? I have heard that cry many a time 
since under different circumstances, but never 
when it thrilled me as it did then. 
you think it was, dear children? 
waves and the darkness of the night came the 
ery, ‘* Help! belp! help!” 
et it, as it then rang in my ears. 
ad by that time assembled on the deck, and 
all were bending anxiously to see who it was 
that, on the dark waters of that night, was cry- 
ing “Help! We had struck a brig laden with 
She had been cut almost in two in the 
centre, and was fast sinking. All those on 
board had sunk but one man, who was afloat 
upon a plank in the distance, calling, ‘Help! 
help! help!? The sailors let down the boat; 
and if you had been there, you would have 
heard the noise of the oars in the row-locks, 
boys know how they sound). Swiftly 
«On then! on then!” shouted the 
guided the boat, ‘‘there is a man 
Pretty soon, as we listened, we heard 
another cry—and oh! how sweet it is to the 
Christian here under other circumstances. 
stead of the ery, “Help! help! help!” there 
ut—‘t Saved! saved! saved !” 
came the shout over the waters. The man was 
saved! and as they brought him up the side of 
the ship, oh! the tears ran down many a cheek. 
Have we any doubt 
what to talk to children about, when it is not 
a lost man, but the lost souls of some hundreds 
of dear children met here, in the providence of 
God, this afternoon. 

Dear children, in my office in Wall street, 
None of these boys or 
girls could move the door, I am sure, it is so 
If they were to take hammers and 
crowbars, and beat it, it would do no good; 
they never could get into the safe. 
a little key, not more than an inch long, and 
when I put that key exactly in the right place, 
open flies the big door. It is a wonderful little 
key in some respects. 
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of the parent, or stands as a 
the parent; except 
ly refuses the du 
forgotten that our Lord 
by which this world 
ito himself, sent fortha 

unsearchabl 


t as an order of the ministry, 
hed a church through which, in 
embers that work was to be accom- 
Now let us not say that the Sunday- 
take the domestic work, orthechurch 
work, and perform it independently of these 
institutions ; they are all great institutions of 
that work ; and we must not for- 
that the preaching by the minist 
connection with the ministry of the 
of Christ is the one divine institution by 
which the work is to be accomplish 
may be brought in, but only as coadjutors. 

Mr. Bucxtey, of Brooklyn, (superintendent 
of Public schools :) 

Mr. Chairman, I do not believe the Sunday- 

teacher under 


ever ignore the great and highly res 
of the ministry of reconciliation 

every child to the foot of the cross. 

elligent teacher will ever ignore 

of parental cooperation 

ren to Christ. So far as I 
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sir, that the measure of success 
wn the efforts of the Sunday- 
school teacher, is mainly owing to four con- 


In the first place, there must be intelli- 


—e to interest or 
child. 


second place, there must be devo- 


must be enlisted in his work; every sensi- 
bility of his heart must be drawn out in love 
for the child 


The same spirit which actuated the 
ust fill his soul, as when he took 











before his class with tearful eye and throb 
and ee to tell of Jesus, 
them to 3 


place, sir, there must be on the 
teacher, not only this devotion, 

be earnest, continued exhi- 
bitions of fervent piety both in the and 


is not sufficient, that d teacher should 


the hour by taking up the 
the lesson. No, sir! he 
from the closet, his heart | The 
fervent piety, and then, with 
Bre aes the ring wwotke of 
altar, t the g o! 
invoke the blessing of heaven 
reach the heart and 
the salvation of the soul. 

in the last place, sir, it is not simply 
esenting the truth that gives efficiency 
Sunday-school teacher. 
is not complete even here, he 
house to house, and make the 
the children that form the ele 
class as familiar to himself as 
Is the child absent ? 
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Now, there was once 





she thought she would 
a little she had. There was particu- 
oe school named Dick; she 
thought she never would get a’ with Dick, 
he was so bad. He a terri wd ho 
and putting them on the seat; he 
i do go or anything he was 
told todo. “Poor Dick !’’ she said to herself, 
« what shall I do with him?” 
As she was going home one afternoon, she 
t t, «« Well, I will go see Dick’s mother.” 
Dick’s mother lived in a little hut in the woods. 
The teacher went to see her, and when she got 
there, she said, “How do you do, Mrs. B. ?” 
Very well; 1 suppose are the new 
teacher?” “Yes, ma’am.” ‘ You've got my 
boy Dick there?” “Ihave.” ‘He's a prett 
hard kind of a subject—ain’t he?” ‘Well, 
Dick might be worse than he is. I have come 
to talk a Dick.” Do you think you can 
do any thing with him?” ‘ Yes, I hope so; 
Dick will come out all right, I bope.” Dick 
sat outside of the house on the wovod-pile. 
When the mother and the teacher had talked a 
while longer, his mother called him. Dick 
looked cross as usual, and didn’t say anything. 
“Dick, you young rascal, come down from 
there, and go show the lady home by the short- 


cut through the woods.” Dick marched dog- 
gedly on before Miss Grey, not looking at her, 
or saying a word. At last he began to whistle 


« What are you whistling for, Dick ?”’ she said. 
“The dog.” ‘What, Dick! gotadog? You 
never told me you hada dog!’’ Dick looked 
up in her face and said, “Yes, I have got a 
dog.””? ‘*What’s his name?” “His name’s 
*Watch.’”? Dick disappeared, and in a few 
minutes he came running back with the funniest 
looking dog; he had cut off his ears and his 
tail. urning to his teacher, he said, ‘‘ Now, 
there’s Watch; ain’t he a beauty?” ‘ Poor 
Watch!” said the teacher, patting the dog on 
the head. ‘* Why didn’t you tell me, Dick, 
that you liked dogs, and that you bad a dog ?” 
“ Well, I didn’t think ; I didn’t know you liked 
»”» 


The next morning Dick was in his seat at 
nine o’clock; he did a sum that day ; he didn’t 
bend any pins; and when school closed he came 
up to the teacher’s desk, and said, ‘“* How do 

ou do, Miss Grey?” Dick had been a good 
eo Now, Dick had a little hole in his heart; 
that hole was Dick’s dog; and that teacher 
found it; and Dick was converted to God, and 
preached the gospel, and went as a missionary. 

Now, my friends, what we want is the key. 
That key is love. It is love that reaches the 
heart of the little child when nothing else will. 
He who made that blessed Book knew the ac- 
cess to the hutman heart; the teaching of that 
book from one end to the other is Jove. It is 
love that melts the soul. 

On the hills of Palestine, eighteen hundred 
years ago, there was a weary man. He toiled, 
and toiled, and toiled. He watered the ground 
with his tears, and then with his blood. Why? 
To get back a flower that he had lost. Yes, 
his enemy had plucked a flower from his gar- 
den. Oh! dear children, won’t you give him 
back that flower? Oh! how many long, long, 
anxious, toilful days he spent to win back that 
flower, to put it in his heavenly garden. He 
still watches for that flower to-day. That 
flower is your heart ! 

Dear children, I want to tell you of a little 
boy who went to the Sabbath-school with 
which I am connected. As | was going out 
one day last winter, when there were many 
awakened ones asking, ‘‘ What must I do to be 
saved?” a little boy, nine or ten years old, put 
into my hand a slip of paper a couple of inches 
long, which I have carefully preserved. As 
children were in the habit of handing me papers 
in this way,,I did not read it till I got home. 
1 then found upon it, written in a very crooked 
manner, these words, ‘* Mr. Wells, I’ve got to 
Jesus!’ Ive got to Jesus! 1 don’t know who 
the boy was; I never could find out; but he 
had found the sum and substance of the whole 
gospel. That little boy had “ got to Jesus.” 
My dear children, I once saw in New York, 
a picture of a poor woman, traveling through 
the snow, with a little babe folded in her arms. 
Behind her, as you looked, you saw here one of 
her party that had oo dead, and there an- 
other whose arm, or head or leg could barely 
be seen above the snow. This poor woman 
was pressing on; you saw her with one arm 
outstretched, and eyes eagerly fixed on some- 
thing in the distance. hat was it? There 
in the distance you saw a cross; on that cross 
hung a bell; from the bell hung a rope. She 
presses on to reach that bell. If she may but 
catch it and pull, ber dear little child is safe. 
Will she reach it? Yes, in another picture of 
the series, you see that, after her long struggle, 
she has reached the cross; she pulls the bell. 
It echoes up among the icy hills of the country, 
and you see some monks issuing from a little 
hut up on the mountain, to come down to save 
the woman and her child. The woman is saved : 
she has rung the bell! 

My dear children, the bells have been ring- 
ing, ringing, ringing, up in Heaven, for you, 
oh! how long, how long! Your parents, your 
teachers are ringing, ringing, ringing bells for 
ou! Now, dear children, the first thing you 
ave to do, the first step towards the cross, is to 
catch hold of the bell of prayer, and pull. You 
must -pray—pray—* Lord, help me, help me, 
or I perish !”? 

Let me tell you of a Sunday-school teacher in 
New York, whom I know very well. Her pa- 
rents are Universalists. She was converted 
abouta year ago. Previously to her conversion, 
she came to the school, and as an impenitent per- 
son, offered her services as a teacher. We took 
her. Our rule has been, take unconverted per- 
sons, two or three at a time, the rest being fol- 
lowers of Jesus. When an unconverted teacher 
enters the school, we make it a point to labor 
and toil and pray with that teacher, till he or 
she is converted to God. I have had the plea- 
sure of seeing more than sixty teachers in that 
school converted to God in that way. They 
cannot resist the power of prayer. And I have 
the pleasure of saying to-day that in a school 
numbering forty-five teachers, there is only one 
unconverted and she has been with us only two 
or three months. This teacher of whom ! have 
just spoken, had been with us but a short time, 
when the father and mother of one of her scholars 
were converted to God and made a profession 
of religion. I cannot say, with certainty, how 
far they were influenced a the Sabbath-school ; 
but we have reason to believe that they were 
influenced in a great degree. This teacher 
shortly after, came to me at the close of school 
and said: “I think So-and-so has become a 
Christian.’’ ‘‘1 am very glad to hear it; what 
makes you think so?”? ‘ Well, I see the tear- 
ful eye in reciting the lesson; the lesson is well 
prepared ; and I understand also that her gene- 
ral conduct is very good.”’ I turned to a rela- 
tive of hers who was present, and asked, ‘‘ How 
is her conduct at home ?”? The reply was that 
it was perfectly unexceptionable. Turning to 
to the teacher, I said, ‘* You have reason to re- 
joice at your instrumentality in bringing a soul 
to Christ.” She was a simple-minded creature, 
and putting her hands on her sides, she asked in 
the most artless way, ** Well, Mr. Wells, what 
am I to do about it?” I don’t know but that 
the poor girl supposed she must take her 
converted scholar and start off with her bodil 
to Heaven. Christian teachers, remember this 
one thing, which seems to me of deep im- 
portance : when one of your little ones has been 
converted to God, only the first step has been 
taken in your course; your responsibility in- 
creases—continues to grow greater and greater. 
You are to watch over that little flower more 
and more mews more and more prayerfully. 
You must not feel that your work is done when 
the child is converted to God. 

A month, perhaps, afterward, that teacher— 
that praying teacher (that is the peculiarity of 
that teacher) came again to me saying, “Mr. 
Wells, I think Mary So-and-so is a Christian.” 
This was another case of a poor little child, 
under no good influence at tome, for whom this 
teacher had labored and toiled and prayed. God 
had heard her prayers, and another little one 
was born into the kingdom. 

_ And so I might detain you all night in telling 
instances of little ones that have come to Jesus 
Christ. And oh! as I sat on this platform, not 
knowing what I should say to you, I thought, 


Christ.”’ 


the American army taken prisoner. 


nel for colonel. 


be saved?” There was One w 


God to buy all souls. 


know well who that Son was. 


Lord Jesus Christ that you may be saved? 
Mr. Wells retired amid warm applause. 


(applause. ] 


from Wales. 


from their sins. 


minutes. 
MR. CHIDI.AW’S ADDRESS. 


delphia. 
of an incident whic 


away off in the central regions of Ohio. 


bor’s. 


before and were lost in the woods. 


in darkness and peril. 


of a gun. 


We then started in another direction. 


By-and-by I beard the crack of a rifle. 
how joyous! The boys were found! 


midst of their friends, all safe. 


of the kingdom of God. 


the world? 


and make music. 
have to say on these questions. 
best book in the world? 

Who gave us the Bible? 


Bible. 








Sabbath-school. 
bath to read and to study it. 


others. 


When I was a lad, I once went into the 
woods hunting hickory nuts, and got lost. 
There wasa fire burning not far from the place 
I wandered or till darkness 
was gathering, and then I found that I could 
not see the fence, nor my mother’s log cabin, 
I did 
I did not like to think 
Presently 
I climbed up to 
the top of a tree, and at that elevation I was 
soon able to see the light of the distant fire. 
Oh ! it looked so bright, it made my heart leap 
I hurried down the tree, picked 
up my basket of hickory-nuts, and was about 


where I started. 


nor the fire; I was lost in the woods. 
not know what to do. 
of spending all night in the woods. 
athonght occurred to me. 


within me. 


to start. But which way should i go? I had | never failed him, and he believed that that 
just seen the light; it had made me feel good | teacher would help him now. So, for the last 
all over; and that was the end of it. Sol had 


to go up the tree a second time, and presently 
Looking carefully, 
I saw between me and the light a big tree, and 
between me and that big tree was another tree, 
which F could barely see was a erooked tree. 
1 pulled off my coat and let it fall on that side 
I came down and 
I looked for 
the two trees, the crooked tree and the big 
tree, and took a straight line in the direction of 
those trees; and very soon I was at home, eat- 
[Laugh- 


I saw the light as before. 


of the tree where I was. 
stood where my coat had fallen. 


ing mush and milk with my mother. 
ter.] 


Now, ehildren, we are all lost in a wilderness, 
and we don’t know how to get out, and we 
There is a 
light here that comes right from the Father’s 
Blessed be God that he is blaz- 
ing his light upon the young hearts of this great 
Now, children, we want you to 
come to this light; and when you come to it, 
Think 
your lesson over; ask your teachers questions. 
Don’t be satisfied with merely seeing the glim- 
mering light of truth, but walk in the truth ; 
get right hold of it; do a little earnest labor 
to get hold of it; and then you will get all the 
way home to the Saviour; then the Saviour 
will love you, and show you kindness and 


want to get the light of the Bible. 
home above. 
congregation ! 


we want you to make the most of it. 


favor. 
One thing more, and I am done. 


boy or any of you boys ever to wear. 
sat before me in the car. 
permission, so I accosted one of them. 
tobacco—won’t you?” 
* The blacksmith,” said he. 


of your business,” said he. 


story of God’s truth. 


care for them. 


we want this Sunday-school Convention to 
stretch its arms around, and clasp them to its 
heart; and we want your help to take care of 


“O Jesus! help me to say some word which 
may induce some little child to give its heart to 


I wish to say only one thing more. During 
the Revolutionary war, there was a colonel of 
How could 
they get him set free? At last a British colo- 
nel was taken. Now there was a way in which 
our American colonel might be releaced. They 
could exchange prisoners ; they could give colo- 
Now in the councils of Hea- 
ven, there was a day when your case was under 
consideration ; they were thinking, ‘* How shall 
these children, these youth, these precious souls 
sat there, 
whose blood was precious enough in the sight of 
He said, ‘‘ Father, here 
is my blood, will that be a ransom?” The 
Father accepted the blood of the Son. You 
It was Jesus 
Christ, who, I doubt not, forms the subject, day 
after day, of your teachers’ instruction. He 

ve his precious blood ; and you must have that 

lood sprinkled on your heart, dear children, or 
‘ou cannot be saved. The way to salvation is the 
lood of Jesus Christ applied by the Holy Spi- 
rit. Dear children, will you not look to this 


Mr. Stuart: The Sabbath-school teachers 
of New York showed their wisdom in selecting 
Mr. Ralph Wells as their presiding officer. 


The second hymn on the programme, “ I have 
a Father in the promised land,” was then sung. 

Mr. Stuart: Children, long before any of 
you were born, a ship came across the Atlantic 
to this country. She had on board a little boy 
That boy settled away out in the 
West; he educated himself, and went through 
college at a cost of 32 cents a week. He has 
now devoted his whole life to telling children 
what a blessed Redeemer there is to save them 
His name is the Rev. B. W. 
Chidlaw, of Ohio; and he will talk to you a few 


My dear children, I am glad to recognize to- 
day that there is an so much interest in your best 
welfare, by your friends in the city of Phila- 
As I have sat here, and witnessed the 
evidences of care in as education, I thought 

happened when I was 
young, and lived in my mother’s log cabin 
One 
dark, gloomy night, I heard, while lying in bed 
the sound ofa tin horn; it blew loud, and loud 
and louder. I arose and went to the next neigh- 
I soon found that two little boys had 
wandered away from their homes the afternoon 
The horn 
was to call up the people, boys and girls, old 
men and young men, to go out and ransack the 
forests and find those little boys who were out 
We started in parties 
through the woods, with torches of hickory bark 
burning brightly, and with tin horns to sound. 
It was agreed that whenever the children should 
be found it should be announced by the firing 
We hunted all that morning from 
midnight till daylight, and did not find them. 


Oh! 
But we 
did not yet know Whether they were dead or 
alive; for there were wolves in those woods, 
and there were streams of water in which they 
might have perished. Soon we came toaclear- 
ing, and there we found the little boys in the 


My dear children, I feel rejoiced that there 
are so many friends looking after the children 
of our country, gathering them fnto the Sunday- 
school that they may be instructed in the things 


My dear children, what is the best book in 
[Voices: “The Bible.”] When 
I go into the woods in Ohio, my children, and 
talk to the boys and girls there, I ask them 
questions, and they answer, till the big limbs 
of the forest trees almost shake over their heads 
Now, let’s hear what you 
What is the 
Answer loud and 
strong. [Many voices respond, ‘‘ The Bible.”’] 
[Many voices: 
‘*God.”] That’s right; God gave us the 
That is the book you have in your 
You are gathered every Sab- 
We wart you in 
the Sunday-school to make the most of it. 
Sometimes I see scholars in Sunday-school who 
seem to do nothing but idle away their time. 
In the western country, in our log cabins, we 
make it our business to have the children make 
thé most of the Sabbath-school, by committing 
the Bible to memory, by strict attention to 
their lessons, by doing all they can to make 
the Sabbath-school pleasant to themselves and 


I was in 
the cars the other day, and I saw two men get- 
ting in who moved very awkwardly. They 
were pretty spruce, spry looking fellows,and I 
wondered what made them soawkward in their 
movements. What was the trouble? Why, I 
found that they had great iron bracelets round 
their wrists to begin with; and besides that, 
they wore chains, which J wovld not Jike my 
They 
I asked the sheriff 
who had charge of them, whether he would 
let me say any thing to them; he gave me 
The 
first thing he said was, ‘‘Give me a chew of 
Said I, “* My friend, 
what brought these irons on your wrists?” 
** But what gave 
the blacksmith authority to do it?” ‘None 
He had been one 
of those boys that nobody ever cared for; he 
had no mother to love him or to teach him; he 
had no Sabbath-schoo! teacher to tell him the 
He was one of those | 
boys that are kicked about, with nobody to 
He was one of the hosts that 





the millions that are traveling fast in the path 
of the destroyer. Feeling that I could not 
move this hardened man, I said to his compa- 
nion, “* My friend, how came you to this 
trouble???” Said he, ‘1 hated instruction.” I 
hated instruction! That got the irons round 
his wrists. ‘* How was that?” said I. * Oh!” 
said he, ‘‘ my mother used to teach me, but I 
did not mind my mother ; [ did not obey my 
mother; I hated instruction.’ O, children! honor 
and obey your parents; mind your kind friends; 
this will Keep those irons from you, and will 
enable you to march right up in the way in 
which ‘the young American should travel, 
guided by the light of God’s Word, and the in- 
fluence of God’s Spirit. ‘* What else did you 
do in hating instruction?” asked I. “Ah!” 
said he, “* when I was a little fellow (he was 
then only about eighteen years old) I used to 

© to the Sunday-school ; but I quit going; sir, 
T hated instruction.” Dear children of Phila- 
delphia, remember that this quitting the Sun- 
day-school is a step down in the direction of 
ruin. If 1 could impress upon your young 
hearts such a love for the Sunday-school that 
you would never leave it, what a work I would 
accomplish! Let me see how many of these 
scholars intend to hold on to the Sunday-school. 
Don't look round; every body for himself; I 
wouldn’t give a cent for following fashion. 
[Great numbers of the children arose.] 

Here is work for you, Christian teachers. 
[Turning to the members of the Convention.] 
Take care of this pledged host. Lead themin 
the pastures of God’s truth. Oh! feed them 
with the bread of life, and God will bring you 
and this pledged host—not to Jayne’s Hall, 
where so many drops of mercy come, and so 
many outbursts of the soul’s joy are felt—bit 
we shall meet by and by in that universal Con- 


the ** all and in all” of our salvation. 

(Mr. Chidlaw closed amid earnest applause.] 

At the close of this address, the little girls 
from Brooklyn sang ‘A voice from Heaven.” 

Mr. Stuart: I have now the pleasure of wel- 
coming upon this platform Henry Clay Trum- 
bull, of Connecticut, the agent of the Teach- 
ers’ Association of that State—small in stature, 
but large in heart and good works. [Applause.] 


MR. TRUMBULL’S ADDRESS. 
Children, what do you suppose you are 


Convention for ? 
men from the North, and the South, and the 
East, and the West, who feel that time is pre- 
cious, have left their business to gather you, 
children, in this hall ? 

Brother Chidlaw asks you to keep in the Sab- 
bath-school—to stay where you are. But there 
is something beside all this that we have for 
you todo. We have been told that there are 
four millions of boys and girls in the United 
States who are yet outside of the Sabbath- 
school—who have never had any kind friend to 
teach them about Jesus. We want you to come 
and help us. ‘Brother Wells has told you of a 
ery that he once heard on the water, through 
the darkness of the night—‘* Help! help! 
help!”? And we come here this afternoon, as 
members of this Sabbath-school Teachers’ Con- 
vention, to call out to you, children, in the Sab- 
bath-school, ‘‘Help! help! help! Help for 
those who are outside! Help for those who 
are going down to death without knowing 
about Jesus! Help for those who have no 
‘Father in the promised land’ of whom they 
have ever heard! Help for the boys and the 
girls in the West, and the East, and the North, 
and the South! Help for the boys and girls 
here, in Philadelphia!’? Will you come and 
help, then? Will you save them before it is 
too late? You candoit You can go out and 
bring in the boys and girls that know nothing 
of Jesus; and he will look down upon this 
Convention with pleasure; he will smile upon 
you if he only knows that you are willing to do 
it. As you have been asked one question, I 
want toask you another,—Which of you here 
this afternoon, boys and girls, scholars in the 
Sabbath-school, will do what you can, and ask 
God to help you todo al] that you have the 
ability to do, to help those that are outside? 
Will you rise—those that are willing to do 
what you can to help the children outside of 
the Sabbath-school, who need your help? [The 
children rose in abody.] Remember what you 
are promising: you are promising to help those 
who are outside. 

Oh! I wish [ could fix in each of your hearts 
this afternoon just one thought; and that is, 
that Jesus is the friend of all those who love 
him; that he will be your friend, if you will 
give him your heart. Oh! if I could have 
only one in this great assembly to lift up his 
heart to Jesus for the first time, as he never 
lifted it up before, [ would sit down content. 

In a Sabbath-school with which I was once 
connected, there was a little colored boy who, 
on a week-day, went to play by the river, and 
fell into the water. He could not swim, and 
there he struggled for his life. He went down, 
and then he came up, and cried, like the man 
of whom brother We!ls has told you, ‘‘ Help! 
help!” But no one came to help him. Some 
saw him from the river bank, but no one 
stretched out a hand for his relief. He went 
down again, and then rose once more, and 
cried “ Help! help!’ But no one came to the 
aid of that poor, friendless little colored fellow. 
Once more he sank, and then rose again for the 
last time. He turned his eyes along the shore, 
and saw those that could have helped him, but 
they stood there, without making any effort 
for his relief. poets E when all hope of human 
help was almost crushed, that little boy thought 
of his Sabbath-sehool teacher—of one who had 


time, he lifted his head above the water, and 
cried with his dying voice, ‘‘ Mr. Early, Mr. 
Early, oh! help me!” He went down like 
lead; the waters closed over his corpse, and 
the echoes of that cry rang along the shore long 
after he was on the bottom of the river, in 
death. His Sabbath-schoo] teacher was not 
there tohelp him; but if he had cried to Jesus, 
‘Help me! help me!” Christ was present 
then, and would have rescued his soul, even 
though his body had slept at the bottom of the 
river. 

I would have you, this afternoon, cry out, 
* Jesus, help me!” Oh! there are boys and 
girls here, I fear, who have never yet raised this 
ery; and it isa sad,a soul-sickening thought 
that it is so—that down underneath the bright 
eyes that I see looking up to me there are little 
hearts uncleansed, sti}l sin-sick. These hearts 
have never been Jaid at the foot of the Cross, 
and Jesus is not their Saviour, and they have 
not a “ Father in the promised land,’’ though 
they have all joined in the song to-day. Scho- 
lars, will you give your hearts to Jesus? will 
you, this afternoon, lift up your voice, ‘‘ Help 
me! help me! Jesus, my Saviour !”” 

Mr. Trumbull retired amid the plaudits of 
the audience. 

The third hymn on the programme—“ Amid 
the joyous scenes of earth ’—was then sung. 
Mr. Stvuart—I am now about to present 
you the honored Secretary of the Sabbath- 
school Association of Massachusetts, the Rev. 
Asa Bullard, who is just about completing his 


quarter century in the service of the Sabbath- 
school cause. 


MR. BULLARD’S ADDRESS. 

My little friends, you have been told that | 
there are four millions of children and youth 
out of the Sabbath-schools, crying for help. 
Now, perhaps, you don’t understand how large 
a number that makes. Let me stop a moment 
to tell you how you may find out. To-morrow 
get up just when the sun rises (and that, you 
know, is a little earlier than you are in ‘the 
habit of getting up)—rise with the sun, and 
take your post near your father’s clock, which 
stands by the fire-place. Every time the clock 
ticks, count one, and keep on in this way till 
you have counted four millions. You must 
not stop to eat your breakfast, or your dinner, 
or your supper; you must not go to bed at 
night, unless you have done counting. How 
long do you think it would take? One little 
boy told me that it would take two days; that 
is a good while to go without eating or sleep- 








will mention one of the ways in whic 
help. The first of all is to 
the next is to act like Christian children in all 
the little matters at home. 
to tell you all I would like to tell about this 
home influence. 
of two little boys, Arthur and Freddy. Arthur 
has his night-cap and night-gown on, and is 
just ready to go to bed; his little brother is by 


know that we are only dust !” 
says Freddy; ‘then | think we ought to be 

pretty caretul how we pitch into each other, or 
| we shall knock each other all to pieces.”? Now, 








| these chestnuts. 
| however, should insist on having the chestnuts, 
| he may have them; for I have some walnuts at 
| home that will do 
vention, to see Jesus our Lord, and crown him | 


| store, kept by a Sabbath-school teacher. 
| there came across some Sabbath-school papers 
| and books, and became a little interested. 


ga 
thered here before this National Sabbath-school | 
Why do you suppose that | 


| of smoking segars! 


$140 from the exhibition of this bottle. 
other thing I want you to remember, my good 
friends, [turning to the delegates on the plat- 
form :] this story is copyrighted, and if you tell 
it anywhere, you must pay me ten dollars for 
telling it. 











ing. But no; it would take more than forty- 








six whole days and nights, to count the children 
that are out of the Sabbath-school. 


Now, children, we want your help; and I 
you can 


come Christians ; 
I wish I had time 
I saw a picture the other day 


is side. Presently Arthur says, “Do you 


* Are we?’ 


if all in the world who pitch into each other 


got crumbled up, I think there would be a pretty 
dusty time in some families, and in some 
churches, too. 


[Laughter.] 
I have been told to tell the children how to 


do good in regard to money, and how a mission 


schoo] was helped by contributing chestnuts. 
One poor woman, who could give us no money, 
gave us 150 chestnuts. Those chestnuts I divided 
out to sell at atiction, and those I have already 
sold brought $36.50; and here are three bags 


of them left. There are 64 chestnuts in these 


bags. I never shall sell them here, to the 
people of this National Convention, short of 
$10 a bag; and after they are sold, those who 
give me $10 to send books to poor children, 
must give me back the chestnuts. [Laughter.] 
Governor Pollock told me, that if I was a 
Yankee, I would not fail to get a good deal for 
If any one who buys them, 


just as well. [Laughter.} 
I have a little story about a bottle. I ho 


| none of you will consider me attached to the 
| bottle in any bad sense; but I think this story 
| will interest my young friends. 


There was 
an Irish Catholic hoy in Providencce, fourteen 
years old, who found his way intoa aA 

e 


He 
did not dare to Jet his parents know about it. 
By-and-by the grocer prepared him a nice seat 
under the counter, anc there the boy spent his 


| evenings, with his books and papers, instead of 


being out in the street, as some other children 
often are, forming bad habits. By-and-by the 
grocer saw that he bad formed one bad habit— 
I hardly know whether to call it a bad babit 
here, [looking round quizzically at some of the 
gentlemen on the platform] for fear of treading 
on somebody’s toes—he had formed the habit 
The man thought it was a 
bad habit, causing the boy to spend a good deal 
of money uselessly. ‘‘ How much do you 
spend a day for segars?’’ he asked the boy. 
‘* About three cents.” “ That would make a 
good deal of money in a year, if you would save 
it. Suppose you save your three cents every 
day, instead of buying segars.”? The boy re- 
solved to do so. He took a bottle, and every 
day he put into it his three-cent-piece, and on 
Saturday two three-cent-pieces, like the Jews, 
who on the sixth day gathered enough manna 
for two days. In » Hs two years he had put 
into the bottle $26.66, and the bottle was full. 
He then put a cork in it, and drove five great 
tacks into the cork to keep it tight, and he then 
said that, as he had been so much interested in the 
Sunday-school books and papers, he wanted to 
give that money to help scatter such publications 
all over the country. I now have that bottle, 
[holding it up before the audience}. Several Sab- 
bath-schvol superintendents have wanted it, and 
have offered me ten dollars a Sabbath for the 
use of it; and I have already received over 


One 


Mr. Bullard closed amid laughter and ap- 


plause. 


Mr. Strvart—lI have now the pleasure of 


introducing to this audience another beloved 
young brother, representing an interest which 
is very strongly represented in this Convention. 
We have here a large number of young men 
from our Young Men’s Christian Association. 
And we want all these Sabbath-school boys, 
when they become old enough, to enrol them- 
selves in this association. 
young men of America, Mr. Richard J. McCor- 
mick, of New York, who has been Correspond- 
ing Secretary almost from the organization of 
that association. 


Here is one of the 


MR. McCORMICK’S ADDRESS. 
Mr. President, I will begin by reminding 


the children of a circumstance which I read 
some years ago, and with which, perhaps, many 
of them are familiar. 
for stealing, and was confined in one of our city 
prisons. 
ness on the trial, of whom the judge asked, 
‘* What do you know of this boy?” «TI only 
know, sir, that he never made his mother 
smile.” 
Now, boys and girls, that was not the Sunday- 
school scholar; that was not the boy that 
sings ‘“‘ Kind words can never die,” and sings 
it straight from his heart, as I believe you have 
sung it to-day. The Sunday-schocl boy will 
make his mother smile; he will make his father 
smile; he will make his brothers and sisters 
smile ; and, better than all, the faithful Sab- 
bath-school scholar will gain the smile of that 
God who inhabits the “happy land, far, far 
away.” 


A boy had been arrested 


A woman was summoned asa wit- 


He never made his mother smile! 


Boys, I want you to feel that the Sabbath- 


school beiongs to you—that it is peculiarly 
your institution. You have here to-day your 
teachers, your superintendents, your pastors ; 
but they do not come here to say that the Sun- 
day-school is theirs; they simply come to say 
that the Sunday-school is 
make you understand, this afternoon, that the 


Sunday-schoo] is really yours, and belongs to 
nobody else. 


yours. I want to 


A little boy went on board the “ Mission- 


ship” while she was lying in Boston harbor, 
prior to sailing for the Sandwich Islands. 
little fellow was walking up and down the 
deck, when one of the men asked him to go 
ashove. 

asked the man; ‘ we don’t allow persons to 
remain on board.” ‘But I am going to re- 
main; I have a right to remain; Iam a stock- 
holder ; 1 have ten cents in this ship.” The 
little boy had kis certificate of stock hanging 
up in his room at home ; he wasa stockholder ! 
Now, I want you all to feel that you are stock- 
holders in the Sabbath-school. 
interest of the stock, to increase the dividends, 
you must increase the interest of the school ; 
you must multiply the number of scholars ; you 
must bring together children from all parts of 
the city and country, and you must see that 
yar school is growing every week, every Sab- 


The 


He refused. ‘* Why won’t you go ?” 


To advance the 


ath, and, if possible, every session. 
And, boys, you can all be missionaries, right 


here in Philadelphia, as well as anywhere else. 
It is an old, and absurd notion, that to be a 
missionary you must cross the Atlantic or the 
Pacific Ocean. I have often heard little boys 
and girls say to their 
be a missionary.” 

in the world to be a missionary. 
a missionary just here in Chesnut street, just 
here in Walnut street; and I dare say you will 
find heathen, too, for there is no city in the 
United States where there is not a large num- 
der of heathen. 


rents, ‘I wish I could 
hy, it is the easiest thing 
You can be 


There was a little boy attending a large 


Sabbath-school in Brooklyn, New York, who 
was much interested in bringing in children; 
he went about week after week getting new 
scholars. -One day he brought a number of 
little boys to school, and when he got to the 
door, one of the boys refused to go up stairs. 
‘© Well, my little friead, why won’t you go up 
stairs?’ It 

fellow would give any answer; at last he said 
he did not want to go up stairs because he had 


was a long time before the little 


no coaton. ‘Is that all?” said the little mis- 
sionary; ‘if that is all you want take my 
coat.” 


So he took off his coat and gave it to 


the little boy, who then went up stairs; and in 
time he became one of the best scholars. 
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That is the spirit we want you to have. We 
want you to be willifig to give your coats and 
hats, and, better than that, your hearts, in 
order to build up and strengthen the Sabbath- 
school. [Applause.] 

Now, let me say a word in regard to the 
singing. I have heard a great deal of beautiful 
singing since I have been here. I think one of 
the most delightful features of the Sabbath- 
schools in our day, particularly in America, is 
the grand, the beautiful, the glorious singing. 
I thank God for giving us the men who write 
these songs. i thank God for giving us the au- 
thor of ‘ There isa happy land,” and of “TI 
want to be an angel,”’ and of that other beauti- 
ful hymn, * Kind words can never die.” I 
would rather be the author of one of these than 
be the hero of Waterloo. The greatest treat I 
experienced while staying with Dr. Dwight, at 
Constantinople, four or five years ago, was 
when he got the little Armenian children to 
sing * There is a happy land, far, far away,” 
and it didn’t seem a bit farther from Constan- 
tinople than from New York. —, I 
could not understand a single word of the Ar- 
menian language, but my full heart beat in 
sympathy with those little Armenian girls, 
singing that beautiful tune. — 

The other day I was walking down Cherry 
street, one of the worst, most degraded streets 
in the city of New York. It was a disagree- 
able day, rainy, cloudy, muddy. Presently I 
saw a little girl who was singing. It did not 
look as if anybody would sing down ther: ; 
it seemed the place for groans, and sighs, and 
tears and lamentations. I stepped up beside 
her to hear what she was singing. It was that 
beautiful hymn, “ I want to be anangel.”” And, 
as she tripped along without shoes, and with 
dirty clothes, I thought, ‘Yes, it is possible 
for you to be an angel; even from the filth, 
the degradation, the misery of Cherry street, 
you may rise to the brilliant, celestial streets 
on high, where you may not only sing, ‘1 want 
to be an angel,’ but may realize all the hopes, 
and joys and delights of the angelic life.”” Ob! 
let us pray God that we may all be angels, 
that, through the countless ages of eternity, 
when the ragged vestments of this life shall be 
changed to beautiful robes, we may walk the 
golden pavement of Heaven, singing the praises 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

And now, a single word to teachers; my 
years and experience will warrant but a single 
word. In visiting the schools in the different 
parts of London, I found many things calculated 
to give encouragement to us, and well worth 
repeating to the teachers of America. At the 
Field Lane school, the superintendent told me 
of a young lady, as delicate as any I see before 
me, who at the commencement of the school 
had undertaken (at the suggestion of the Earl 
of Shaftesbury) to collect a class from the va- 
grant young men of London—young men from 
fifteen to twenty years of age. She did so; she 
got them in the ragged school; at the end of 
twelve months she had procured for each of 
them a clerkship in one of the best houses in 
London ; she gave to each one of them a Bible; 
and more than that, at the termination of the 
year, she gave toeach a shirt made with her own 
hands. {Applause.] There is an example for 
the young ladies of Philadelphia. But better 
than all this, she was constant in prayer for 
her scholars; and more glorious than all, a 
large proportion of those scholars were during 
the first year hopefully converted, and connected 
with the church which is in coéperation with 
the ragged school. 

Oh! let us thank God for the Sunday-school ! 
Let us thank God for Robert Raikes, and for 
all the men that have taken hold of children. 
God bless the children! God save the boys! 
God save the girls! 

Mr. McCormick closed amid warm demon- 
strations of applause. 

The psalm, ‘“‘ The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'l] 
not want,’ was then sung, at the conclusion of 
which Mr. Stuart introduced Col. John H. 
Thompson, of Rochester. 

COL. THOMPSON’S ADDRESS. 

I suppose the first thing a colonel ought to do 
is to command attention. Now, I call this a 
detachment of the Sunday-school army. When 
we have an army, we enlist them for a certain 
time. Now, for how long are these children 
enlisted? I say, children, enlist in this glorious 
army for life. What do you say? do you say 
amen to it? [Many voices: Amen.” ] There’s 
no use talking to children unless you get them 
todo something I want all you Sabbath-school 
scholars to do something. I want you to in- 
crease this army tenfold. You can, if you will 
only try. 

1 like to speak upon that word try. Why, 
children, it is the greatest word in the Dic- 
tionary. When the old woman asked Robert 
Raikes if something could not be done to stop 
the children’s noise on Sunday, ‘‘ Why,” said 
he, ‘‘Viitry.’? He did try; and you know the 
result of his trying. Now, if you’'l all try to 
fill up the school next Sunday, ycu’ll soon see 
the good of yorr trying. 

I was once urging the little girls of a Sunday- 
school to see how many new scholars they could 
bring in. Soon after, a little girl came up to 
me, and said that she i.ad got four new scholars. 
‘* And whom have you got ?”’ I asked. ‘I’ve 
got Mary, and mother, and Bobby, and Aunt 
Nancy!’ [Laughter.] Bobby was a boy four 
months old. [Renewed laughter.] But he was 
a great boy, I assure you; and we felt that 
Bobby was a scholar; and when we passed 
round the contribution-bag, Bobby put up his 
hand, and his mother pushed the cent through 
his fingers. Sabbath after Sabbath he was 
there, and gave his penny. By and by, his 
mother and father removed from that neighbor- 
hood, and I was very sorry, because we were 
losing his penny. [Laughter.] 

I think a great deal of these penny contribu- 
tions. One of the wealthiest men in the State 
of New York once said to me—* Oh, teach 
those children to give.” Why, there are men 
in our community, who when they get hold of 
a three-cent piece almost make a hole in it. 
This is not the way I want youtodo. Oh! I 
like to see every po A regular with his penny 
contribution. 

I knew of a boy who began to go Sunday- 
school when he was three years old, and he 
brought his penny regularly. At one time he 
was detained at home by sickness for forty 
Sundays; and when he came back he brought 
his forty pennies; his pocket was so full that 
he came staggering along, hardly able to walk. 
He has been in the Sunday-school fourteen 
ern and has never missed his penny contri- 

ution. He feels that he owes his penny every 
Sabbath, and he gives it every Sabbath. 

My brother who spoke last, mentioned that 
beautiful song, “] want to be angel.” You 
never heard the angels sing. Nobody but a 
few shepherds ever heard the angels sing. 
That, my children, was the sweetest music 
that was ever heard on this earth. The shep- 
herds heard that song, ‘* Glory to God in the 
highest.” But there is not a child here that 
cannot sing a more glorious song than the angels, 
if he will give his heart to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. When he goes home to glory, he can 
sing a song which the angels cannot sing— 
the song of redemption—a song which you 
children will sing forever, if you will give 
your heart to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is 
the great end of all our Sabbath-school instruc- 
tion—to bring every boy and every girl to join 
the army of the Captain of our salvation. 

Warm applause greeted Col. Thompson, as 
he concluded. 

Mr. George Baughman, of Richmond, Va., 
was next introduced. 

MR. BAUGHMAN’S ADDRESS. 

My dear children, as one of the gentlemen 
who has addressed you was speaking of enter- 
ing the Sunday-school for life, I was reminded 
of a young man whom I knew. When he was 
21 years old, I heard him say this: ‘* When I 
was four years of age, I joined the Sunday- 
school.”? Now, my boys, how many years are 
there between four and twenty-one. [Voices: 
‘€ Seventeen.’’} How many Sundays are there 
in seventeen years? Upwards of eight hundred : 
is that right? [‘* Yes, sir.””] That Sunday- 
school had two sessions each Sunday; so that, 
during that seventeen years, there were over 
seventeen hundred sessions. Now, I heard 
this young man say that in all those seventeen 


hundred sessions, he was absent but twice— 
twice! He was a Sunday-school boy for life— 
a Sunday-school man for life. Some three or 
four years after that, he still continuing to 
attend that same Sunday-school, the Lord God 
in Heaven said, ‘‘It is enough; come up 
higher.” He had given his heart to the Lord; 
he was a happy Sunday-school boy—a happy 
Sunday-school man. 

Some one has said something about boys and 
girls being missionaries. Let me tell you ofa 
little boy who was picked up by another poor, 
ragged boy in the street and brought to our 
Sunday-school. After he had been there six 
or eight weeks, that little boy, as a good many 
others had done before him, became sorry for 
his sins, repented of them, and gave his heart 
to the Lord. One Sunday afternoon, as the 
children were singing one of those beautiful 
hymns such as you sing here, I walked down 
to the class of which he was a member, and, 
putting -- hand upon his head, saidéo him— 
* Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ?”’ It was 
not necessary that I should ask it, for he had 
shown it in his eyes, in his countenance; but I 
asked him, ‘ Do you love the Lord?” “ Yes, 
T do,” said he. * How do you know you love 
the Lord?”? ‘I feel it in my heart.” 

Some few Sundays after that, this little 
scholar was absent. Inquiring the cause, we 
learned that he was sick. The next Sunday, 
we buried him. While he was sick, he said, 
among other beautiful things, “I have no 
father, no mother upon the earth; I have no 
friend, except my Sunday-school teacher and 
this good man who has taken me into his house 
and into his shop, to teach me his trade. My 
father and mother are in Heaven; I am going 
to Heaven; I am going to meet them and my 
blessed Jesus there.”? And with sweet words, 
he passed to the heavens above. Now, see, my 
children, how much was done in that case by 
the instrumentality of a little missionary Sun- 
day-school boy. 

In that same Sunday-school, two boys, among 
many others, were converted. For in that 
school we had almost a continual revival. We 
taught for it; we prayed for it; we believed 
for it; and God was faithful to his promise; he 
gave us the children for our hire. [ could tell 
you of ministers that have come up from that 
Sunday-school in large numbers; I could tell 
you of those who, entering that Sunday-school 
from among the poorest classes, are now hold- 
ing various positions of responsibility. But I 
was speaking of those two boys that were con- 
verted. For atime both continued in the Sun- 
day-schoo!l. But after a while one of them be- 
gan to stay away, first a half day and then a 
whole day; presently we found him running 
with the fire-engine; soon his attendance at 
Sunday-school ceased altogether. Step by step 
he went down, down, down, until he was 
brought before our courts, and condemned to 
the peniteutiary for a crime. The other boy 
continued faithful, and is now a useful minister 
of the gospel in the Sovth. I am glad to say, 
however, in regard to the one who was sent to 
the penitentiary, that, after he had been there 
some time, and after he had been visited by his 
Sunday-school superintendent and teacher, he 
gave signs of penitence; he did repent of his 
sins; God did, for Christ’s sake, heal his back- 
slidings. He died in the penitentiary, but, I 
trust, he is now in Heaven. 

One other matter I will mention, and then 
close. A week ago last Sunday, 1 was in a 
Sunday-school in Brooklyn—a Sunday-school 
where they like to sing, and where they can 
sing. When the singing was finished, the gen- 
tleman who led it turned to me, and said, “I 
understand you are from away down South; 
can you sing like that there? I did not like to 
reply; I would rather he had not asked me the 
question. He seemed, however, to insist upon 
an answer, and I replied something in this way: 
** Well, we have a Sunday-school where I come 
from that numbers about three hundred; they 
are all curly-heads; they like to sing; and 
when the teacher stands before the school to 
lead them in singing, they throw themselves 
back, they show their ivory; they throw their 
hearts right into their faces, and into their 
eyes; and then, such singing! I cannot say 
anything more about it.” 

he gentlemen with whom I was speaking 
seemed not to want to give upexactly. I knew 
that we sang better, but I didn’t like to tell 
him so, you know. ‘“ Well,” said he, “ we'll 
sing something you cannot beat; he rather ae- 
knowledged himself as having been beat. They 
sang, “ Away, away to the Sunday-school.” 
Well, they did it admirably. ‘ What do you 
think of that ?” said he; ‘‘ can you come up to 
that?’ “Why,” said I, “I suppose that is 
your brag hymn—your Sunday hymn; but if 
you would come down where I live, you might 
meet one of our curly-heads, one of our little 
black fellows, in the street ona week-day, and 
you would hear him singing, ‘‘ Away, away to 
the Sunday-school.”’ 

Mr. Baughman retired amid loud applause. 

Another duet, “ Sister and J,’ was then sung 
by the little giris from Brooklyn. 

Rev. Mr. Butler, of the District of Columbia, 
was then introduced. 

MR. BUTLER’S ADDRESS. 

Well, I know not what to say, my dear 
friends, except that I have been a —— 
school child, and 1 suppose there is no thought 
upon which I can dwell with more profit than 
the blessedness of being a Sunday-school child. 
I have never known the Sabbath day (when in 
the providence of God it was possibile) that I 
was not in the Sunday-school, and I hope I may 
never know that Sabbath day when I shall not 
be in the school. Asa minister of Christ, I 
feel it not only my duty but my blessed privi- 
lege, to feed the lambs of Christ’s flock; and I 
think that these few days which we are spend- 
ing here are destined to give a new impulse to 
the Sunday-school cause. [Applause.] 

I feel that, in this respect, the church has 
never yet come up to her work as she should. 
I feel that we, as ministers of Christ, have not 
come up to our work as we should. Instead of 
training up the lambs of the flock, taking them 
as soon as they can lisp the name of Jesus, and 
preparing them to ‘stand up for Jesus”—[Ap- 

lause]—that noble motto, sir, which your city 
Ee given us—we have permitted them to grow 
up in sin, and then have hoped for their conver- 
sion. Let us plant them in childhood, in in- 
fancy—at ‘‘ four months,” if you please, sir— 
in the infant school; let them grow up in the 
midst of the church of God; and then they 
shall be strong pillars; they shall be trees of 
righteousness, rooted and grounded ; the storms 
of infidelity and worldliness may sweep over 
them in vain, and they shall ever proclaim the 
praise of the great Redeemer, and bear the 
fruits of haly living. 

{ wish you God-speed, my Christian brethren 
and friends, in this blessed work. Let it be 
your great aim to write upon the hearts of your 
children—the heart, sir; that is what we want 
in piety—write upon their hearts the com- 
mandments of God; and fill those hearts, by 
the aid of the blessed Spirit, with the love of 
Jesus Christ. [Applause.] 


Mr. Stuart: Now, children, we have just 
a few more words to say. One of the happiest 
hours we ever spent in our life was spent with 
a mother in Israel, still living, who is now 
eighty-eight years of age. She had a little boy 
that she loved. Early was he taught in the 
shorter catechism of his church. Afterwards, 
when he was a Sabbath-school teacher, the citi- 
zens of this commonwealth sent him word that 
they wanted him to go to Harrisburg to be 
Governor. God gave bim grace to carry 
his religion there. [Applause.] He will speak 
to you now ; and he only regrets that he has 
not the voice of Niagara with which to address 
you; for he has lost his voice presiding over 
this convention. I shall introduce to you not 
a live Governor, but one that is better— 
[Laughter]—Ex-Governor Pollock, of Penn- 
sylvania. 


GOV. POLLOCK’S ADDRESS. 

A dead Governor may be worth something ; 
but a dead Sabbath-school teacher is worth no- 
thing. [Applause.] 

Now, boys and girls, I am going to do as our 
clergymen do—conclude the exercises with a 
few “ practical remarks.” [Laughter.] From 





the gentlemen who have spoken, you have 
heard a great deal of good, very good advice. 


You have been pointed to Him who is the friend 


of sinners; you have been told si plainly 
what you t todo in Sabbath-school and out 
of it. ButI very much fear there are some 


little boys and girls in this audience who will 
not do what they have been told. 

I was reading an article in a newspaper not 
long since, in which it was suggested that in 
every Sabbath-school there are three kinds of 
boys and girls. The first is “I won't.’ The 
cross girl, the bad boy, when told by their mo- 
ther or their teacher to do any thing, answer, 
“T won't.” Are there any of that kind here 
this afternoon? Passing along the street the 
other day, I met this fellow, ‘I won’t.”’? He 
had in his mouth a segar. A friend said to him, 
“My boy, you are too little to smoke that 
segar; you may do some mischief; throw it 
away.” ‘I won’t.”” Now go to the houee of 
that little boy. His mother tells him “ It is 
getting late; get up and go to the Sabbath- 
school.” What does he say? [Voices; “I 
won’t.””] Why, you have got his name al- 
ready. Now, I would like to know whether 
there are in this audience any boys or girls of 
that kind. [Voices: ‘No, sir!”] Well, I 
hope not. 

One gentleman has told you of a man he met 
in the cars a few weeks ago, who had hand- 
cuffs on, and who was being taken to the peni- 
tentiary. He was one of this family. Mrs. 
I-acon’?t was his mother; Tom I-won’t was his 
father; they called their son I won’t, and he 
went to tbe penitentiary, just where most of 
these boys go. 

Now, there is a boy of another class—not 
quite so bad as Iwon’t, but he lives next door 
to him. What’s his name? ([Voices: “J 
can't.’ Yes, “I can’t.” He is a lazy fellow; 
he won’t get up in the morning; he won’t go to 
Sabbath-school early. Are there any of this 
class here this afternoon? [Voices: “No, 
sir.”] No, sir—that’s very emphatic; that’s 
the way to talk; these boys believe just what 
they say. 

‘ow we come to another class of boys and 
girls; their name is Pll try. Are there any 
Pll try’s here this afternoon? [Voices: “ Yes, 
sir.”] What will you try to do for the Sab- 


bath-school? [‘* We’ll try and sing.”] Well, 
that’s very good; what else? [‘ Try and 
learn.”’| That’s very well; what else? 


[* Try and be good boys.’’} Very good; what 
else? [‘* We'll try and bring in more!’’] Yes, 
that’s just what we want you todo. I heard 
another voice yonder. One says, “ Try and 
pray.”? Oh! that’s a happy resolution. When 
you pray to Him who loves children, he will 
answer. 

Now, I want all who are here this afternoon 
to have the character of “Pll try.” Resolve 
to do, and you will accomplish. Nothing great 
has ever yet succeeded without that determina- 
tion. Ill try can encounter the world; I can’t 
will accomplish nothing. I’ll try—let this be 

our motto in life. Children, young and old, 
et it forever be our motto. Teacher of the 
Sabbath-school, make it your motto—lI’ll try 
to be more faithful. To-day we have had under 
discussion the question, What is the test of a 
good Sabbath-school teacher? The reply of 
one was—his success. Oh! let me tell you, 
teachers, that the test of success will be found 
in the closet of prayer. [Applause.] Carry 
your class with you to your room. Oh! earry 
them in the arms of faith to the Saviour that 
died for them ; ask him to cover you all over 
with his priceless blood, to wash the little ones 
committed to your care in the same precious 
fountain; then, then the happy day will come 
when that child’s voice shall join yours in 
singing, ‘‘ Worthy the Lamb that died for me.” 

It has been said here, ‘* God bless the boys!” 
Amen tothat! Ithas been said again, ‘‘ God 
bless the girls!”” Amen to that with all the 
emphasis of my soul! And I know that there 
are hearts here that will join me in the ex- 

ression, “God of love and mercy, bless, oh! 

less the Christian mother!” tAppeee.) 
When my friend referred to one around whom 
every affection of my heart clusters, whose 
ae are now extended beyond the period al- 
otted to mortals—more than three-score, more 
than four-score, almost five-score—then the 
chord was touched in my heart, that, had I now 
strength to give expression to my feelings, 
would not permit me to stop, even at this late 
hour. Oh! what do we mean, when we talk 
of a mother’s love? I will not attempt to de- 
fine it. Let the heart, in its deepest, richest 
emotions, tell what it is. What do we mean 
by a mother’s influence—a Christian woman’s 
influence? Let me ask again, as I have asked 
on another occasion, can you measure the in- 
fluence of a Christian woman? A few years 
ago I stood where the Potomac in silence rolls 
its waters. Upon its banks I saw, not the 
stately mausoleum, but, in simple elegance, the 
humble sepulchre of one whom the world de- 
lights to honor. I[n a —_— of white 
marble—pure as the character of him whom it 
commemorates—repose the ashes of him whose 
memory is immortal. No labored epitaph ex- 
tols the virtues of him whose dust is there pre- 
served; but a single word inscribed upon that 
stone tells a tale of fame and glory. It is the 
name of Washington. [Loud applause.] Inan 
humble graveyard, some miles distant from that 
tomb, rest the ashes of a mother— an American 
mother—a Christian mother. On the marble 
above her remains is an inscription simple but 
eloquent—language that thrills the heart—none 
other need be uttered: women of America, 
hear it. That inscription is, ** Mary, the mother 
of Washington.” On! American women, 
American men, would you learn the influence 
of woman? Go stand by the grave of the mo- 
ther of Washington, and there remember what 
woman’s labors and woman’s prayers can do. 

Gov. Pollock closed amid vehement and long- 
continued applause. 

The last hymn on the programme (“ How 
pleasant thus to dwell below’’) was then sung, 
and the congregation was dismissed with the 
benediction. 


WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


The Convention was called to order at 74 
o’clock, Vice-President Tappan in the Chair. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Taylor, 
of Buffalo. 

‘Te presiding officer read a part of the 
fourth chapter of John; Hymn 163 of the 
“Union Prayer Meeting Hymns” was then 
sung, ‘“ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.” 

The presiding officer announced the fourth 
question for discussion to be now in order, 
namely : 

“ What are the requisite qualifications of a 
good Sunday-school teacher? What are some 
of the particulars in which failure is most 
frequent?” 

Rey. Jeremy H. Taytor, of Connecticut : 

Mr. Chairman, I stand here to-night a mira- 
cle of grace, and as one of the survivors of 
the Old School party as connected with Sab- 
bath-school instruction. In 1811 I was a 
plough-boy; I left the country, and went to 
the city of New York, and landed with fifty 
cents capital in my pocket. But to go on to the 
point: In 1814, or the latter part of 1813, that 
boy was one night rolling in rebellion against 
his God, because he was unwilling to submit, 
to Jesus Christ ; but the next morning, as the 
sun rose, that same boy experienced the love 
of Jesus in his soul, and he inscribed on his 
banner that very name—union—fellowship, 
and communion with the saints of God. 
[ Applause. ] , 

There was a “ mother in Israel” associated 
with a number of ladies of the Gld School. 
Her husband had gone to glory. Taking this 
boy by the hand, she led him into the lanes, 
and into the cellars, and into the garrets, 
and into the alms-house, and into the hos- 
pital to pray with the poor, to administer 
to their spiritual and temporal wants. I 
was in this school about two years. In 
1816 I read in the newspaper of the for- 
mation of the New York Sunday-School 
Union. Two hours after that I went to my 
then rector—rector, I say, because he was no 
pastor, as you will observe in the pogenies 





and I said to him, “ Hadn't we better form a 
Sunday-school?” “I will have nothing to do 









with it,” said he; “you may do as you 
please.” There was a merchant among the 
managers of that church—and I am not 
ashamed to name the church ; it was old St. 
George’s Church, in Beekman street. I did 
not know this merchant, but I went to him, 
and told him my object. fiaid he, “ My son, 
I will go with you. Do you know anybody 
else who will join us?” “ Yes, I know two 
more.” We made an appointment to meet 
that very night fur consultation. One of the 
brothers said, “We had better begin right.” 
There is a good deal in this beginning righ 
my Christian friends. The first thing we di 
was to kneel down and pray God to give us 
the direction of his Holy Spirit to guide us in 
the work. The district was visited that very 
week. When two Sundays had passed, we 
had sixty ragged children collected in our 
school—children that we had pulled out of 
the lanes and the cellars. Mr. Chairman, God 
was with us, and we went on until we num- 
bered about one hundred and thirty scholars 
regularly in attendance. Soon after the ladies 
petitioned for a school-room, and it was 
erected. I like to give as much credit as I 
can to the ladies, because they are the best, 
the most devoted laborers in almost any 
cause. 

Well, sir, the time had come for a little 
trial in reference to myself; but I have been 
accustomed to these all the days of my pil- 
grimage. About this period, Rev. Mr. Mills 
and Rev. Mr. Burgess were boarding at the 
same house with myself, and they talked a 
good deal about the sons of Africa. At that 
time we had got in five colored men. [Here 
the five minutes expired. ] 

Mr. ALexanper, of Philadelphia: 

Mr. President, It was stated vesterday by 
Professor Hart that the first Sunday-school 
operation in Philadelphia was in 1791. That 
I believe not to be the fact. In that year 
there was originated in the city of Philadel- 
phia a school called “First day school.” 
[He referred to an association formed that 
year in Philadelphia, called “The Society for 
the institution and support of First-day, or 
Sunday-schools.’] Bishop White was the 
president, and a number of Friends were 
engaged in it. The object of this school 
was to teach boys te read and write. For 
this purpose a teacher was employed and 
paid. The scholars met on Sunday 
morning, and received instruction an hour 
and a half. They were then dismissed. 
The object was not religious instruction. 
There was no Sunday-school in Philadelphia 
until 1816. In that year John P. Baxter 
originated a Sunday-school in the Second 
Presbyterian Church. When this school had 
continued for several months, a school was 
instituted in St. Paul’s Church. John P. 
Baxter was an Episcopalian. He had been 
elected superintendent of that school, al- 
though it was a Presbyterian school. His 
excellence is known to some, but to very 
few. This man—the head of his own church— 
got up a school of about one hundred and 
fifty boys, and a female school of about the 
same number. The number of teachers at 
that time was about thirty. They attended 
to the duties of the Sunday-school alternately, 
every other Sunday. The teachers then 
thought it a matter of considerable impor- 
tance to sacrifice their time, as they called it. 
In 1818 it was suggested to the mind of this 
excellent man, Mr. Baxter, to form what was 
then called the Philadelphia Union. He call- 
ed together the representatives of several 
sects to see if a union could not be formed. 
Bishop White and several others opposed it. 
This matter was then agitated in the city of 
Philadelphia, and the result was that the 
Philadelphia Sunday-School Union was 
formed. 

A member of the Convention raised the 
point of order that Mr. Alexander was not 
speaking to the question before the meeting. 

Mr. ALEXANDER—What is the question be- 
fore us? 

The Presipent—The topic before the meet- 
ing is: “‘ What are the requisite qualifications 
of a good Sunday-school teacher? What are 
some of the particulars in which failure is 
most frequent ?” 

Mr. ALExXANDER—Well I am not going to 
speak in reference to that subject. 

Tux Prestipent—Then I must ask you, sir, 
totake your seat. 

Rey. Tuos. P. Hunt: 

Mr. Chairman, I would like exceedingly to 
have time to answer this question much more 
extensively than would be proper on the pre- 
sent occasion. It is requisite to every Sab- 
bath schoo] teacher, that he be possessed of 
all that is lovely and of good report; that he 
be ever ready in wisdom ; that he abound in 
every good word and in every good work. Of 
course, he must be a real, intelligent, thorough 
going undying ‘eetotaler—a tea of total 
abstinence to all. Here is a place in which 
the Sabbath-school teacher may work—not to 
the exclusion of other good works—but he 
may work out for himself, through faith, an 
exceeding great degree of glory. And this 
matter is very much neglected. 

Tam an oldman. I have labored a long 
time in this work. From the year 1836 to 
1839, I enrolled ten thousand children in the 
Temperance cause in this city. After being 
absent from the city for nineteen years, I have 
made diligent inquiry, and have not been able 
to find that a solitary one of those children 
has ever become a drunkard. It is possible 
that there may be such cases; but I have not 
found them out. Rev. John Chambers (the 
children of whose church celebrated last night 
the anniversary of their Temperance associa- 
tion) told me that of 1,500 children, from his 
Sabbath-school whose names he had enrolled 
on his temperance books, and who were taken 
in when very young, not one, to his certain 
knowledge, had ever broken the pledge. 

Now, I would like to impress this upon every 
Sabbath-school teacher. Oh! look at the 
desolation—[Time expired.] Well, I’ll have 
another pull at it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. Burkey, of Brooklyn: 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to say a few words 
in order to check a disposition apparently 
prevailing to diverge and wander from the 
question before us for discussion. I desire 
that we may, if possible, get upon the right 
track, and then pursue it. Now, the prevail- 
ing impression seems to be that we have come 
together for the purpose of baving a general 
good time. The discussions which have been 
pursued, when certain resolutions and propo- 
sitions have come up, have been as foreign to 
the subject before us as well can be imagined. 
How are we to discuss the great principles 
involved in these propositions, if we are to 
wander over the face of the earth and fetch in 
the temperance question and every other col- 
lateral question, good and proper in them- 
selves, but not pertinent to the proposition 
beforeus? [Applause.] Now, in regard to 
this fourth inquiry, “ What are the requisite 
qualifications of a good Sunday—school 
teacher,”—it is necessary that he should be a 
temperance man, to be sure; but to give the 
history of the temperance reformation is not 
pertinent to the question at all; neither is it 
pertinent to run through with all that may 
pertain to the history of a given Sunday- 
school in a given city. Hereis a great princi- 
ple involved, and I insist upon it that it is 
the duty of the Chairman to holdevery speaker 
to the proposition—straight to the line. Let 
these propositions be discussed. We have 
come up here, if I understand the matter, not 
for the purpose of telling stories; they are 
good and right and proper when in season; I 
can rejoice over a good story and clap my 
hands as loud as any other man, when a story 
is properly timed. But if we have stories to 
relate, let us relace them to the children; when 
we have great principles to discuss, let us 
enter into that discussion with all our heart. 
[Applause.] 

Now, sir, if I have not consumed my five 
minutes, I would like to speak upon the ques- 








tion, ‘‘ What are the requisite qualifications of 
a good Sunday-school teacher?” In the first 





rym me 


there must be good — 
must bea childlike 
ter in the teacher—[Time expired. 

Mr. Arrnor Cannon, of Philadelphia, 

gees that some of the speakers should 
give their views upon the question which had 
previously been broached, whether a man or 
woman not a Christian could properly be em- 
ployed as a Sunday-school teacher. 

Rev. Jonn Berson, of Oregon, 

Mr. Chairman, we are to judge of a tree by 
its fruits; we are to judge of a good teacher 
by his works. I stand before you as the 
graduate of a Sunday-school w I was 
taught more than fifty years ago; and I have 
been reminded to-day by seeing these beauti- 
ful mottoes suspen’ here, of the impres- 
sions and sensations which I experienced 
more than half a century ago when similar 
mottoes were exhibited in our Sunday-school 
room. Those mottoes now seem to me like 
“apples of gold in pictures of silver.” I 
looked around among these before us to see 








whether I could see three mottoes which 
made a deep impression upon my youthful 
mind, and which in my wanderi 


continents have been to me as 
through all my life. 


sent thou not!” Never have I 


temptation to evil, but those words have come 
strongly before my mird. Another motto 
was, “How shall I do this great wickedness 
and sin against God?” Another was, “Thou, 


God, seest me.” 


I also recollect the admonition of a good 


man who taught a school in an 
in old England. 
fourteen boys: “You will have 


boys, either good or bad. Keep your hearts 
pure, your affections right, and your life 
will be right; you will radiate a pure in- 
fluence, and be like your Father in heaven 
who sends his sunshine on the evil and the 


good; you will spread goodness 
wherever you go.” 


I have felt the influence of these early im- 
pressions. And, friends, it is such sentiments 


as these that must be embodied 


the teacher, and impressed upon the mind of 


the scholar by his example. 
must be a man of conscience, a 


volence, and, as our brother has said, a man 


of strong common sense. 


And now, how many Sunday-school teach- 
ers need to be cultivated? [Here the time 


expired.] 


[At this point Ex-Mayor Lambert, of Brook- 


lyn, took the chair.] 

Mr. Baxter, of New Fork: 

“ What are the requisite qual 
good Sunday-school teacher?” 


have at least five p’s in his mind. Let them 
stand, if you please, for punctuality, patience, 


perseverance, piety, and prayer, 


have common sense, as our brother has said. 
And then he should find the point in his les- 
Every lesson has a point; and it is the 


son. 
business of the teacher to find 


sharp at the scholar, so that he will carry it 
I believe the old New Eng- 


home with him. 
land father was right when he 


not give Jonathan his daughter, because he 


believed Jonathan had no aim in 


circumstance was in this wise: After Jona- 
than had been courting Hannah a reasonable 
time, he came one evening, intending to ask 
the hand of Hannah of her father, He brought 
with him a good pine stick, and sat whittling 
at it the whole evening. When it was all 
whittled up, he put the question to the old 
gentleman whether he could have his daugh- 

“ What's the rea- 
“Why,” said the 
father, “you have whittled up that stick en- 
tirely, and have made nothing out of it. If 
you had made anything, even a tooth-pick, 
you should have had Hannah; but she is a fine 


ter. ‘No,’ was the reply. 
son?” asked Jonathan. 


girl; I have taken pains to brin 


and I can’t give her to a young man who has 


no aim.” 


Teachers, do you whittle away the lesson 
and make nothing of it? Then you are not 


good Sabbath-school teachers. 
Mr. Mason, of Brooklyn : 
Mr. Chairman, I merely wis 


two requisites of a good Sabbath-school 
First, he should devote a definite 
time to the study of his lesson at home; if he 
do that, the point will always come: second, 


teacher. 


he should make it his business 
tend the teachers’ meeting. 


Mr. Ratpn Wet1s, of New York: 
Mr. Chairman, I wish to make a single re- 


mark in regard to the point w 


heretofore suggested, whether we shall receive 
unconverted persons as teachers. 


under some circumstances, we 
must. When an unconverted 


to me and says, “I am willing to obey the 
rules of the school, to study my lesson, to 
visit my cbildren, to do what I can for their 
improvement,” in this case, I am not always 
ready to say, “we will not accept you.” My 
own experience has been against sach acourse. 
I say, do not take too many unconverted per- 
sons as teachers, but under some circum- 


stances receive such, 


In regard to the qualifications of a good 
teacher, I think such a one should be willing 
to make it the first object of his life to bring 
He who is not willing 
to do this is not fit to be a Sabbath-school 


his scholars to Christ. 


teacher. When one of us goes 
in the morning, leaving his 


home, the thought of that beloved one is not 
absent from his mind during all the engage- 
ments of the day. So we should have ever 
before us the condition of the little souls un- 


der our care. 


The teacher must be a man of prayer. I 
do not mean merely that in his prayers he 
must repeat the names of his children, but he 
must present each particular case earnestly 
In the school with which I 
am connected it is the habit of many of the 
teachers to meet the children at their homes, 
and not only to pray for them, but to pray 
with them. Oh! there is a power in praying 
with the child. Oftentimes the teacher will 


and repeatedly. 


thus reach the heart as he can 
other way. 


Some one has mentioned, as the test of a ou 


good teacher, success. But 
school teacher must go beyond 
work on though he have no 


God that gives success; and he will always 
give success to the soul that waits patiently 
upon him. The teacher whose heart is ever 
welling up to God in prayer for his little ones 


always meets success finally. 


delayed, he must not be discouraged ; he must 
pray on, pray on, pray on; and God, in his 
own good time, will give that praying soul an 


answer. 


Mr. Campset, of the District of Columbia: 


Mr. Chairman, I wish to say 
question. 
be a pious man? Had that rule 


Ido not know that I should at this day be| I would say 
a member of the church of Christ. 
upon the entrance into the Sabbath-school as 
in many cases the doot to the sanctuary, the 
avenue to the church of God. 
more than fifty Christians, some now in the ard 
ministry, who have been brought into the 
church of Christ through the Sabbath-school 


—who entered the Sabbath-sch: 


more than strictly moral, correct, upright 
If I were to-day superintendent 
of a Sabbath-school, I would take by the 


young men. 


hand every young man of good 


ter, whether he were pious or not, and lead 
him into the Sabbath-school, just as we re- 


ceive such into our Young vi 
Association. 
ers and superintendents here 


have been brought into the fold of Christ 


through this very instrumental 


gretted exceedingly yesterday to hear the 
remarks of our distinguished friend, Dr.Tyng, 
for whom no man on earth has a higher re- 
Ido trust that before we 


spect than I have. 








leave the city of Philadelphia, this question will 


One of those mottoes 
was, “ My son, when sinners entice thee, con- 


He once said to his class of 


Must the Sabbatn-school teacher 


I believe there are many teach- 


superintenden 
around the street-corners in the 
the Devil; if you come with me, L-will 
them to you. Now, I want to do 
ou can in taking these children out of the 

vil’s hands; and the very moment I get a 
better man, I will put him in you . 

I think thet is the only we 
adopt. We are to take the men we cam 
get—not appointing unconverted p ns a 
teachers, in order to make them 

when we can obtain Christian men 

to teach. 

We know that even a Christian, in order to 
be a good teacher, must understand at least 
two texts in God’s words. One is the pledge 
of our Saviour, “He that receiveth a little 

in my name receiveth me.” If a man 
when he is drawing a little child to the 
Jesus Christ, that he is bringing the Saviour 
in quali- 
as a teacher. And he must under- 
stand also that that Saviour, on leaving this 
earth, assured every child of his that Son 
that which he did on earth, that child 

do, but greater works should he do, “because 
I go to the Father.” He must understand that 
there is a power given by that Saviour to each 
of his children to im instruction; and 
feeling that power, he that he has a sup- 
port under all circumstances. 

I do think that the great law ef and 
demand settles that question 

that we are to take teachers of the very 

est qualifications that we can get. I 

that the great cause of failure in teachers 
that they do not feel, do not cultivate, that 
spirit of ardent love which is necessary, and 
that they do not realize that their very teach- 
ing is one of the nignent means of grace that 
we can have on earth. 

Mr. A. D. Marruews, of Brooklyn: 

A simple story will, perhaps, exhibit. 
matter as clearly as anything else. A 
ten yearsold had been taught by his 
school teacher to love the Lord Jesus 
The teacher died, The bo brew — 

arents to a place seven miles from Brooklyn. 
Tn their new neighborhood, there was no 
Sunday-school. The boy could not be 
without his Sunday-school. The first 
they spent there, he said to his father, “ What 
did you mean by coming out here where there 
is no Sunday-school? I cannot live here.” 
The next Sunday he felt still worse, and cried 
still more. “Oh! father,” said he, “you can 
have a Sunday-school if you will.” 

“I don’t know anything about Sunday- 
schools,” said the father. But the third 
Sunday, the boy pressed his father into the 
work, and made him start a school in the 
wheelwright shop loft. The building stands 
there now. The next Sunday a 
Christian brother now living in yn, 
hearing what was goin; on vee 
intend. The boy’s father opened the 1 
with singing ; but he did not ie 
wards, my friend said to him, “ My didn’t 
you begin right?” “ What's the reason I didn’t 
begin right?” “ You didn’t begin with ¥ 
sir; you did not begin with prayer.” ‘That 
man left the school that day and found no 
peace, no rest till the morning, and then he 
found the Saviour. He at once 
in hisownhouse. Thenext Sunday he 
the school with prayer. 

This is a simple illustration of how an un- 
godly man was brought to God simply by try- 
ing to do what he knew he ought to do, but 
which he could not do until God taught him. 
I think this fact is decisive upon the present 
question. 

Rev. P. Coomsr, of Philadelphia : 

Mr. Chairman, I simply wish to show that 
we are getting off from the question before 
as. We are discussing the expediency of em- 
ploying irreligious or unconverted persons as 
Sunday-school teachers. Now, I presume 
that no gentleman who has spoken will say 
that a man who has not in his own heart the 
religion of Jesus Christ is a good teacher of 
that religion. What is the object of Sunday- 
school instruction? It is, as all agree, to 
bring men under the saving influence of the 
gospel? Now, is a man who is not saved him- 
self, the proper, or the most efficient, or even 
a good instrument in bringing that child un- 
der those saving influences? As to the pro- 
priety of employing a limited number of un- 
converted persons as teachers in our Sunday- 
schools there can be no question at all; but 
to say that a man not himself religious, is a 
good vg ere teacher, is a very differ- 
ent thing. While it is perfectly proper for us to 
employ the best agents we can get, the question 
is not what are the best agents we can get, 
but what are good agents? While I agree 
with woes other gentlemen —_ said about 
the propriety and necessity of emplo 
sons not religiovs, vided a Bek 
character be good, and while I believe that 
in this way both they and the children will 
be to a certain extent benefitted, yet I cannot 
subscribe to the sentiment that an 3 
man is in the abstract a good § 
teacher. I think gentlemen will serve the 
cause of Sunday-schools by severing 
two questions. 
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which occur to me the words uttered by the Redeemer him- 
The Rev. Mr. : self while he was on earth, that, except men 
vderrt Nips be converted and become as little children, 
President, causes of failure, | they can in no case enter into the kingdom 
ur geet ad heaven. When he ascended from the mount, 
that, in the de- | he left this teaching still extant among 
so seldom trained Goctpies, has never contradicted it at 
because our | any The apostles received the young ; 
ey mobos 4 they us to receive children into e 
e ear! 





, the church was assu- 
and the wealth of empire, 
to creep in. Through 


we can seldom retain them in 


FF 
i 
! 












28 





i 
3 
5 















centuries, eer seemed to 

prevail in regard to the things of God. But 

the | With John Huss, the light began to break; 
and with the era of Luther, that light shone 


> 


rth as the ‘‘sun of righteousness.”” ‘The 
day that Jesus brought this light into the 
world, he demonstrated his divinity and the 
er of the Holy Ghost. Now, the doctrine 

hat ‘‘ the oy shall live by faith’’ became the 
hammer with which to beat down the forms 
and ceremonies that had overspread the pris- 
tine simplicity and purity of the Christian 
Teraieg Chaagh oll Get's dontings with max. 
8 8 man. 

Thus we see him teaching, through Luther, 
amid all the forms and ceremonies on 
which men may incline to depend, ‘‘the just 
shall live by faith.”” Then, afterwards come 
Wesley and Whitfield and Edwards, teaching 
that conversion is an instantaneous work; 
and the great revivals that attend their labors 
go to show not only that Jesus is divine, not 
only that men are justified by faith, but that 
they are quickened in an instant, in the 
twinkling of an eye. Now, in our day, we 
have another revival—a glorious revival— 
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bringin, er all the manifestations of the 
J Amey a past, takin the doctrine of the divinity of 
from New York; Jesus and the power of the Holy Ghost, the 





doctrine of justification by faith, and adding 
to these the doctrine that conversion is an in- 
stantaneous work. And we see how, under 
this revival, the masses—the high and the 
hristian | !ow, the rich and the poor, the young and the 
, the children and the fathers—are all 
brought to share in this religion. 
Now, I believe that this was the design of 
God in the gospel; and I believe that the 
_| church has lost sight of it beyond what the 
Bible allows. I believe that men should labor 
more for the conversion of Sabbath-school 
scholars. it seems to me that the work of 
teachers is in vain if they do not attain this 
result. They may enlighten the mind, but 
they must regenerate the heart. ‘‘Ought not 
In addition to the causes of failure hereto- in all their instructions, to keep this 
fore \ , 1 would say that, so far as | object steadily in view as the great and onl 
my experience there is a want of ability, | traly satisfactory result of their labor?” It 
or perhaps of yey on the part of the | seems to me, the whole teachings of Jesus and 
lf down to the capacity | the apostles go to say that teachers ought to 
am a great lover of simpticity. | do ‘o 
My own as a Sabbath-school teacher} Me, Torny, of Hoboken: 
and as superintendent of an infant school bas 4 I wish f lia ts 
tisfied me that one of the great causes of} Mr. Chairman, I wish to say a few words 
faiture is that which | have mentioned. One regard to the work of God in our own school. 
cause, I think, of this want of simple instruc- One year ago we had seven unconverted 
tion, is the scarcity of books sufficiently teachers; to-day they are all happily con- 
le to enable teachers of moderate capacity to | Verted to God. Notwithstanding this fact, I 
Peiag before their scholars the subject of in- hope it will be declared by this Convention, 
struction in a manner adapted to the compre- | that an indispensable requisite of a good Sab- 
hension of childhood. bath-school teacher is piety. If a person not 
Another cause of failure in my view is, that religious should apply to-day for a post as 
there is not sufficient variety in our instruc- teacher in our school, [ believe I should hesi- 


uliarities of their tem- 
ted with 
























of the child, and 
the grand result be ac- 


Mr, A. M. Spaxcuer, of Philadelphia : 





























































hildren, they lo fety, | tate a long time before appointing him. 
The teacher ects, if oa pieans, the subject agree with my friend on my right, (Mr. 
of the Saviour ; bath after Sabbath he en- Coombe,) that personal piety is an indispen- 


treating it in all its va- | 8able qualification of a Sabbath-school 


larges on this to 

rious best he can to impress | teacher. 

u Bticet séholars the ‘mportance | [Here a duet, ‘‘God is There,’’ was sung 

of the subject. But my short experience has | by the little girls from Brooklyn. ] 
me—others older than I 


taught may perhaps} Mr, Butarp, of Massachusetts : 
py oe eine ae — ye Mr. Chairman, I think that no question of 


the twelve is so important with regard to the 
swell the amount of contributions, if we wish | it rests of our Sab th-schools, and the con- 
to enlarge the numbers of our school, the most ; 4 
version of our children, as the question before 
successful method is to bring frequently be- |." 1 think that the sentiment of the church 
fore the ohildren the great adjuncts of the | °* ig ee geen ng Ay ae 
we truth nerally, in regard to this matter, is far too 
ary ogy ey NP spond tas Se oe. there is any one particular in which I 
? 
proper respect for age—to teach them all those rely on the promises of God, it is that little 
virt hich, if inculcated in early life, will child however young, may be converted. 
b ig frail in riper years. =— I would leave the position which I have occu- 
"Wien the teaclor reflects a moment, he | Pied for twenty-five years, if I did not believe 
will see the importance of thus ada \ — we ~~ Reema! hey a our = 
t-schools ma) conve to - Yet 
instruction to the capacity of the child— | Vy. weae not the nem! We | a 
wrong standard in r to this matter. e 
d expou that a little child, if converted, will be- 
Mr. Chairman, a properly-qualified teacher | come a man in mind and character. The 
must have @ thorough preparation of heart} father and the mother are apt to think that 
and mind for the work. We cannot dwell too | their child is not converted, if he does not ex- 
much upon the importance of the p: fon] hibit the sedateness and maturity of the 
of the lessons. The teacher must tand | adult Christian. I was once asked what I 
the lesson which he endeavors to inculcate. | thought of introducing into the church, a 
But there must also be a preparation of heart. | child seven years of age. I replied, ‘‘I care 
As brother Pardee has remarked, the teacher | nothing about the age, but what is the evi- 
must have an ardent love for his work. The} dence?’ I learned that the child had come 
warm, La on, tryed the teacher should be | home troubled, because body had said it 
a La eho mag gees| hee 
end . ec mother,’ e child, ‘‘I didn’t know it 
neste e to feel deeply the love of the | was bones, and blood, and flesh, that made a 
teacher. One little Sunday-school scholar, | Christian; I thought it was the heart.’ That 
when on her death-bed, asked those beside } child was taken into the church, and has been 
her not to let her teacher know about her} 9 member for two years, showing as much in- 
death, Somes she felt -— > seco le de Vere, and living as consistently as any other 
teacher’s heart. This e ying love | member. 
which the teacher should exhibit to every] Let all our Sabbath-school teachers believe 
child. that little children—very young—the smallest 
One word on the subject of prayer. The]in our Sunday-schools—may be converted. 
most teachers are uniformly those] Understanding and feeling this, can any 
who are most constant in prayer. One of our | teacher, who the least in the work, 
teachers made it her business to pray for each | fail to labor with unceasing interest ? 
scholar individually, day after day, after} I think that some of our memoirs have done 
week, until all those to her trust] a great deal of hurt in regard to this matter. 
had been ht into the kingdom of Christ. | One of the most interes of th ope that have 
Ardent love of the . oly Ty mecl been pabiahed is that of ag A ang 2 
earnest prayer should form o qualifi- | man. believe everything re in 
cations of every teacher. oan is true; 4 how Sosa, egesate! A 
. Kixessury, of o begins to be serious, an entertain a 
a : hope of ough Christian ; the parents are 
apt to experience in comparison with 
whole success of t o! —- e: sents, We She Ee 
pends character and qualifications of | couragement o emselves and the child. 
pater 5 rae! od be en mane! The pong 4 
place, teacher must have an uen' 2 as he lay on his 
ail eee os of the truth. He } sick-bed, and then wove tke tts of these 
have a ap of its | visits into a continuous narrative. But did 
through the agency — cg oe = te * ak. =~ ng ae or ~ 
imbued w ove 0! —at least, nope he 
would. 
We should = to conte our children pious 
value of an soul; and this is essen- children, not pious adults. We ought not to 
tial to the success of Sabbath school instruc- | expect in them the sedateness of maturity. I 
tion. } The great end of Sab-{ want to see children play—play hke Cnhria- 
bath- instruction is what John Locke | tian children. I heard of two little children, 
dectared to be the great end of the Bible—sal- }a boy and a girl, who used to play a great 
vation; and without a true appreciation of the ! deal together. They both became converied, 





the | to exist in the teachers. When they came to 
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“we can hardly look for the glory that 
is to be revealed in the latter day, when even 
from the least unto en ~. all shall be 
converted, and shall be one 

These little ones we hope to meet in heaven ; 
these little ones should be taken into the 
church—into her very carried in 
her arms. Thus should the church demon- 
strate to the world that we believe in the con: 
version of little children; then would our 
church be inspired with a love for the souls of 
these children ; then would we ‘abor for their 
conversion. 

Mr. Rickey, of Columbus, Ohio: 

Mr. Chairman, ‘Better late than never”? is 
a trite saying, but a traeone. The discussion 
of this question shows that the church has 

hor duty ; that we have been wrong 
in countenancing any other idea than that 
children as soon as they arrive at the age of 
accountability should become members of 
the church of Christ. My heart has bled in 
consideration of the fact that all over the 
country, children have been, by public opi- 
nion, excluded from the church. It is enough 
to make the tears drop down every cheek, it 
is enough to make our very heart’s blood run 
cold, to see that this idea has become 80 pre- 
valent as to require discussion before this 
Convention. 

This afternoon we had the children before 
us. When one of those dear little ones, 
five, six, or eight years old, who has entwined 
his affections round the hearts of the family, 
is taken away by death, what father or mo- 
ther can suppose for a moment, if that child 
has been such as they desired it should be, 
that he will not unite with the church trium- 
phant above? And if this is so, why are not 
such permitted to unite with the church mili- 
tant on earth along with us? [Applause.] 

Let us take these little ones in our arms, 
and not allow the impression to go abroad 
that it is time enough for them to attend to 
the subject of religion at the age of eighteen, 
or twenty, or twenty-five years. If we leave 
it till then, it may be too late. Let us im- 
press religion upon their minds at the age of 
three, or four, or five years. That is the time 
to sow the seed that shall spring up and bring 
forth most abundant fruit. 


Mr. Tuompson, of New York : 


~ oe oad Christians, by the 

if we should judge t 
prone a which we j children, 
we would cut off our and com- 
munion one half of our church-members. Let 


pray 
this be our view in regard to children; let us 
bring up the sentiment of the church on this 
subject; and this great work will go on. 

The Rev. Mr. Howanp, of Baltimore: 

This question reso'ves itself simply into this : 
have we faith, have we strong faith, have we 
vigorous faith, in the willingness and power of 
God to convert little children? I believe we 
have not faith enough. 

During the last year, while acting as the 
superintendent of a Sunday-school in Balti- 
more of four hundred and fifty children, I 
mourned over the fact that only five or six 
members of that school had connected them- 
selves with the church. I thought there must 
be something wrong, and I found that wrong 


the school in the morning, they seemed to be 


conversing on almost every topic in the world Tass a fides believer ia the cart . 
ly conversion 
oe ‘a i a int tap eas eo wee of children. During five and twenty years, I 


have seen admitted into the church not less, 
probably, than one hundred and fifty children 
under the age of fourteen; avd I say, with- 
out fear of contradiction, that their evidence 
of true piety has been equal—aye, far supe- 
rior—to that of very many adults admitted 
into the church. We have received many 
between the ages of seven and nine. The 
youngest person I ever knew to enter the 
church was seven years old. The whole 
church stood back aghast to see that boy 
come forward to unite with the church. The 
minister talked with him, and said, ‘‘I am 
satisfied that the boy has been born into the 
kingdom.” We received him into the church; 
and he has been for the last ten years a 
preacher of the gospel in the State of Missouri. 
Another one who joined at about the same 
age is now one of our best superintendents 
of the Sabbath-school. 

I say that a child five, seven or ten years 
old can understand the truth of what Jesus 
taught us; anc when such a one tells us that 
he loves the Lord Jesus Christ, and gives good 
evidence of that love, we are bound to receive 
him into the church. 

Mr. Watson, of New Brunswick : 

A couple of questions, answered, as I hope 
they will be, will, I think, afford a rule for 
Sabbath-school teachers in regard to these 
children. First, is there a teacher here who 
has ever known of a child as young as five 
years of age becoming a Christian—evincing 
any proof, any evidence of being a Christian? 
I have heard of such instances; if they are 
true, the fact is very important. The other 
question is this: is there a Sabbath-school 
teacher here who can say of any member of 
his class, however young, that he knows that 
child cannot be converted to God? If the 
first of these questions be answered in the af- 
firmative, and the second in the negative, I 
think it affords a rule for every teacher. If 
the teacher does not know but that, however 
young the child may be, ‘‘God is there’’ (as 
that feantifal hymn says), working in the 
heart of the child, it is the duty of that teacher 
to labor and strive for that scholar as if he 
believed that God is working with him. 

The Rev. Taomas P. Hunt: 

I have often asked with intense interest, 
how old were those little babes that were 
brought to the Lord Jesus Christ, that he 
might bless them; and I only wish I could 
receive this night that blessing which flowed 
from the hand of Jesus as it was laid on those 
babes. I was utterly amazed, my heart was 
wounded, when I heard somebody talk about 
six, seven or eight yeara as a proper time to 
expect the conversion of achild. Such is not 
Bible teaching. Christ himself hath set the 
example. Little infants (for so is the original) 
were brought to him, and he received them. 

Now, mark, the work of regeneration, the 
work of conversion, is the work of God; and 

‘*all things are possible with God.’’ In re- 

ard to the infant-mind, | have not the least 
foubt that such is the value of the precious 
blood of the Son of God, that when he lifts his 
voice to the Father, saying, ‘‘ Draw that child 
unto thee, and sanctify it by thy Spirit,’’ God 
can do it, and will doit; he has done it, and 
he will do it again. I have no hesitation in 
saying, that in my own experience I have 
seen children whom I have been perfectly 
satisfied God has sanctified from their very 
birth—in regard to whom I have never 
been able to discover at what period of 
their life that change took place which 
we call “‘conversion.’’ From the time they 
knew how to pray, they prayed in secret. 
One whom I shall always remember, who now 
lies buried in one of your grave yards here in 
Philadelphia—who was my teacher—told me, 
he could not remember the time when his 
heart did not cling to the Lord Jesus Christ 
as a Saviour; and he lived to a good old 


right from the worid into the presence of the 
great God, and attempted to teach these little 
children how to understand the Bible and how 
to pray, and then‘(although, by profession, 
converted persons) left the Sunday-school just 
as worldly as the children themselves. 

I told the teachers that there was something 
wrong ; that God was willing to convert those 
children ; that he had said, ‘‘ Remember thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth’—‘ Suffer 
little children to come unto me, for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” It was proposed 
that the teachers, instead of going into Sun- 
day-school directly from their own homes, 
should meet fifteen minutes before nine o'clock, 
in order to spend a quarter of an hour in 
prayer, previously to commencing their work 
of instruction. We did so. The children 
knew we were there—that we were praying 
for them, and that itself had an influence 
upon them. After two or three months, when 
the time for confirmation came round in our 
church, some eighteen or twenty children 
came forward to our great surprise. It was 
the largest accession that we ever had. 

Soon after that, some of the little boys said, 
‘“*May we have a prayer-meeting?”’ ‘‘ With 
all our heart, yon may,’’ was the reply. And 
now every Friday night there is a prayer- 
meeting held with a roomful of the Sunday- 
school children. 

Soon after there came a petition from the 
irls, ‘“‘May we have a prayer. meeting ?’’ 
hat prayer-meeting has now continued seve- 

ral weeks. The exercises are under the care 
of some mature lady; and the work is pro- 
gressing. 

We see there the work of grace. I believe 
if we were faithful, having full confidence in 
God’s power and willingnees to save the chil- 
dren, such a blessing would come down as 
would rejoice our hearts. A powerful revival 
which, in 1833, (I think,) blezsed one of the 
cities of New York commenced in this way. 
One of the ladies of the Sunday-school re- 
qu:sted that her class would remain after the 
school had been dismissed, in order that she 
might pray with them. She prayed till she 
was in tears; then one of the little girls took 
up the prayer; and it continued until the 
whole class had prayed one after the other; 
and they were all in tears before God. The 
Spirit of God came down, and all that class 
were converted. Then the revival commenced. 

Show me the praying teacher, and I will 
show you the good Sunday-school teacher. 

The Rev. Mr. Taytor, of Connecticut : 

I wish to relate an incident which has come 
within my fl etetey During a revival of reli- 
gion in Rockaway, New York, a little girl seven 
years of age was converted, and wanted to enter 
the church. Her parents told her that, as she 
was very young, she had better postpone it for 
atime. But every time the communion-table 
wag spread she would urge her parents to let 
her go forward and unite with the church. 
They continued to put her off from time to 
time, till at last she said, ‘‘ Well, though you 
may keep me out of the church of Christ on 
earth, you cannot keep me out of the church 
of Christ in heaven.’’ Her parents then told 
her that she might go before the Session. She 
went; she gave good evidence of having been 
regenerated; she was admitted into the 
church, though but seven years old. 

In the time of our Saviour and of the 
apostles there were evidently children, and 
small children that were heirs of salva- 
tion. Does the Bible anywhere, from begin 
ning to end, intimate that a child may not be 
converted at six years of age? There is no 
such intimation. I can refer to many such 
instances of conversion, where the subjects 
have continued to give good evidence of piety 
for years and years. 

1 hope, therefore, that the impression will 
we made upon our minds individually that 
children may be converted; that they may 
just as well be converted at from five to eixht 
years of age as at any other period; aud that 
we should labor for this end. 


Mr. Borxuey, of Brooklyn: 


I think that on this question there is 
in the church very great infidelity. Our 
children are brought into the Sabbath- 
school; they are taught to give their ten- 
der hearts to Christ; we strive to imbue 
them with the Spirit of Jesus. When those 
little ones have accepted Christ—when, in all 
the _—" of their young hearts, they 
confess him, what is the next step? They 
come before the session, or the consistory, or 
the classes, (as the case may be) for examina- 
tion; and then the elders and the deacons 
are aghast to see these little ones come up ; they 
are shocked at the idea that little children of 
six or eight years should come out before men 
and profess Christ. Sir, during the glorious 
revival in which we have recently shared, 1 
have seen something of this. 1 have seen the 
fathers of our church, when these little ones 
have come before them for examination, shrug 
their shoulders and say, ‘‘These are only 
children; we had better put them off; it is 
dangerous to admit such intothe church.” I 
remember, on one occasion, a little boy came 
before the session, and he gave as good evi- 
dence of having been born again, and of 
having made his peace with God as many 
adults did on the same occasion. Yet some 
thought he was too young to make a profes- 
sion of religion; tney were ready to put off 
that lamb of the fluck, and let him go out into 
world without that protection which he might 
have if received into the fold. 

Sir, I say—and I say unqualifiedly—that on 
this subject there is in the church very great 
intidelity. We pray for our cuildren; we 0: 
them to the charch; we give them to Christ; 
we bring them to the Sabbath-school, aud say, 
“Teach them the great tratns of Chnis- 
tianity ;’’ then, when those truths find a lodg- 
ment in their hearts, and they give us evi- 
dence of re,eneration, we do not take them 
by the hand and encourage them as we ought 
to do by receiving them into the church. | 
think that we, as a church of Christ, are 
greatly in fault ; and until this matter be cor- 





2. 
rout of the mouths cf babes and sucklings, 
brethren, God can do wonders; and the time 
to look for the conversion of a child is from 
the time it is born. That is my belief. As 
to the admission of a child into the church, as 
to the proper period for him to lay hold of 
the Chyistian ordinances, that is another ques- 
tion. But our business is, to pray to God for 
the conversion of our children from the very 
first moment of their existence; and if we 
pray in faith, we shall not be so often disap- 
pointed as we are. 

{The discussion here closed for the even- 


ing.) 


THURSDAY MORNING. 

Convention assembled at 94 o’clock. 

Ex-Mayor Lampbgrt, of Brooklyn, in the 
Chair. 

After the reading of the 23rd Psalm, by the 
Chairman, he spoke as follows: 

A few Sabbaths ago, a little girl was met by 
a faithful Sanday-school teacher, who could 
not read, but who, under her instructions, 
had learned this Psalm by rote. On the next 
Sabbath day she said it perfectly to me—with- 
out missing a single word. 

She was a poor little ragged Sunday-schoo! 
child, with no one at home to care for her 
soul. Onthe second Sabbath after learning 
this, she said to her teacher: ‘‘ Teacher, I 
saw the water this week—but it was not still ; 
it was running. What is the difference be- 
tween it and the ‘still water’ you told me 
about last Sabbath?’ The teacher tried to 
explain to her what this meant. Then said 
she: ‘* When I go through this dark valley 
of the shadow of death, will this Shepherd be 
with me ?”’ 

Oh, how sweet is such language from the 
lips of a little child who knew not how to 
read! This Psalm has been more precious to 
me ever since ! heard that little girl recite it. 

A. D. Matrugws, of Brooklyn, led the Con- 
vention in prayer. 


Singing in the 162nd hymn of the “ Union 
Prayer-Meeting Hymns.”’ 





Tur Presmext—The regular business of 
this morning, is the discussion of the 6th 
question—and as this is the last day of the 
session, and a great deal is to be done in a 
few houra, ( I have learned that a great 
many are anxious to speak at the last mo- 
ment,) there is t necessity for every one 
to be brief, and speak to the point—if he does 
not, he may expect to be called to order. 

Mr. Tuompson—I would suggest that dele- 
gates speak but once on the same question 
during the day. We have had three or four 
speeches from some. 

Tur Presipent—The Chair will regulate 
that. 


Mr. Woonrvrr, of Brooklyn: 

I may say, sir, without the least extravagance, 
I am sorry for the patriot who has not been 
able to see in the assemblies that have 
gathered here for the last two days, the moral 
foundation which gives to his heart firmer 
assurance and hope for his country. So long 
as the lene are conducted as these 
have beenpand the questions treated in the 
same spirit with which they have been treated 
in this assembly. I am yet more sorry—*nd 
I think I say it without the least extrava- 
gance—for the Christian who does not see in 
this assembly those moral elements which lie 
deep and strong, and give him the assurance, 
nay, the earnest that there is a time com- 
ing when these questions shall be discussed 
in great and small assemblies all over our 
land, and then all over the world. 

I am compelled, however, to say that, 
whether this Convention shall result in 
greater usefulness than any which have pre- 
ceeded it, will depend very much upon 
whether the pastors go home, aud like the 
old Roman generals, face their soldiers toward 
the field of battle, and keep their faces con- 
tinually towards the enemy. And yet more 
true is it that the question whether this Con- 
vention will help on this great moral move- 
ment which we came here to consider, will 
very much depend upon whether the superin- 
tendents go home and co-operate with their 
pastors in some systematic efforts, according 
toaplan like that laid down on the slips of 
paper which were circulated here yesterday. 

Great results have followed in the train of 
systematic visitation. Now then, if the pas- 
tors and superintendents will. co operate with 
each other in districting their cities and coun- 
ties—the work will go on successfully—these 
Conventions will multiply and reach to the 
utmost extent of our country—and where 
then could be found a moral agent competent 
to meet the wauts of the country like this 
Sunday-school organization? Tell me! Were 
we not yesterday colonies of Great Britain? 
Are we not to-day a vast empire? To-morrow 
shall we not be continents? Look at our 
Theological Seminaries—those great moral 
forces of our country !—how shall they be put 
upon the basis—where our President put 
them in the first speech made to this assem- 
bly—if not through the Sanday-school organi- 
zation ? 

Now to all these questions the answer de- 
peuds upon whether you and I—every man 
and woman in this assembly when he goes 
home, goes to work systematically, to district 
his entire county—visiting from house to 
house till every individual is brought, first 
into the church, and secondly into the Sunday- 
school,—and these places shall be multiplied 
by means of mission schools, till light shall 
mingle with light, and thus our whole country 
be radiated with Sunday-schools. 

Now, as this is the last word I may be per- 
mitted to utter in this assembly, let me ask, 
what Christian heart has not felt the icy crus- 
tations of sin melting away in these outbursts 
of sympathy which have come from every 
heart in this Convention ? 

Then, dear brethren, let us remember what 
we have heard, and when this Convention 
shall have come together and separated for 
the last time to-night, let every one of us face 
towards our home with the determination to 
take up these questions, reconsider them, and 
put them into systematic action, until we shall 
bring every son and daughter in the land with- 
in the influence of the church and the Sabbath- 
school. 

Mr. Harwoon, of Pennsylvania : 


I should like to suggest to this Convention 
the propriety that the superintendents of the 
Sunday-schools of each county should make a 
call upon the teachers to meat once in three 
months, to form an organization of the Sun- 
day-school teachers of each county, from all 
the evangelical churches in our country; 
there to discuss matters relative to the wel- 
fare of the cause—and that the different 
schools report to that meeting the number of 
scholars that are gathered in them—the 
number that have been made the subjects of 
saving grace, and suggest such means as they 
in their wisdom and experience think proper, 
to promote the Sunday-school cause. I make 
this suggestion as the time is short, and there 
is much to do; and I hope this Convention 
will fix upon something of this kind, that I 
may go home to the teachers of my county 
and recommend it to them. I think such a 
meeting would tend to harmonize our efforts 
—break down all sectarian feeling, and pro- 
voke each other to love and good works. I 
want this Convention to suggest or recommend 
some practical, some new and leading idea, so 
that when I vet back to my home I may say— 
“The Convention suggests so and so,—I ap- 
prove of it and am determined to carry it 
out.” . 

Mr. Morr, of New York: 

I have the honor to be the Secretary of the 
Teachers’ Association of New York—and had 
also the honor of being the first Secretary, pro 
tem. of the Teachers’ Association of Staten 
Island. 

Meetings are held in that county (Richmond 
county), not only once in three months, but 
in every two months, and our delegates travel 
from one end of the county to the other— 
some ten, twelve, or fifteen miles for the pur- 
pose of attending our regular bi-monthly 
meetings. I would recommend therefore that 
every county start some such institution as a 
teacher’s association ; for, if good is expected 
to be derived from this national assembly, 
why can it not also be derived from the meet- 
ings of teachers in each county ? 

We do not locate, as unfortunately the New 
York Union was located, in one spot—but the 
meetings are moved around among the vari- 
ous churches of our county—first in one de- 
nomination and then in another. The good 
to be derived from that, sir, is this:— 
First, I would refer each of you to the Sun- 
day-School Times of yesterday. The present 
Secretary, I see, has written a letter in which 
you may find the increase of that teacher's 
association. When we began, we had only 
one thousand scholars represented, but now 
he tells us in his letter that there are twenty- 
six hundred and ninety nine scholars repre- 
sented in that association. Now why is it?— 
simply because every teacher feels that by 
thus consulting with each other they are 
doing their duty to God, and their country an 
important service. 

Now, sir, some of the advantages derived 
from such meetings are these: First—intro- 
duction to our fellow-laborers. Next, we 
kuow the progress of the cause. Next—(I 
have reduced them as much as possible to 
heads) we find and know that we can thus 
sympathise with and encourage each other. 
For, we are all flesh, sir, and all flesh is 
grass; and you may talk about Christian 
superintendents and Christianized teachers, 
but they have their trials ac all have; and 
unless we have the sympathy, support, and 
countenance of our fellow Christians, where 
will we be? It is one of the strongest spokes 
s this great wheel of the Teachers’ Assovia- 

ion. 

Next, they furnish us with living facts. We 
want these facts to convince the children—we 
want them to convince the parent—we get 
living facts of the conversion of little chil- 
dren, and we know their power to make the 
parents tremble. 

Next, they enable us to look after the lambs 
of our flocks. How often does it happen that 
a child is removed by his parents, who leaves 
one portion of a city to reside in another. 

ow, I believe the duty of the superintendent 








begins, if »t ever begins, at the moment the 
child leaves his school. Has he no more love 
for the child? or did it die out when it left 


the school? No! No! we follow the child— 
we £°, to the Teachers’ Association, mention 
the fact that this or that child has left the 
school and moved to another part, and then 
turn to a delegate and say—‘‘I commend his 
soul to your care—I commit the stewardship 
of his youl into your hands, and call upon 
you to bring him into the fold of Christ.” 

Mr. Matraews:—We are upon the subject 
of the formation of Teachers’ Associations—I 
want to say that our good brother, Mr. Par- 
dee, who goes about in New York calling the 
different schools and pastors together and 
forming these Christian Sunday-school asso- 
ciations could tell us in three or five minutes 
exactly how to do it. 

R. G. Parpee:—The process, sir, is very 
simple. It is to get some one mind, at least, 
in the county that feels the importance of it 
to consult with his pastor, and they, with the 
superintendent, and these, with other pastors 
and superintendents, and thus get a feelin, 
mowton iy This will be the nucleus ; then cal 
a convention signed by names that are known 
throughout the county. Meet in convention 
at a central place and at a certain time speci- 
fied ; get together; organize; spend a season 
in devotional exercises. This is called the 
County Association. And, in order to havea 
band of union to reach throughout every part 
of the county—it has been a usual thing to 
appoint one man for each town in the county 
(in some counties they are called town secre- 
taries,) who shall have general supervision of 
that town, and feel the responsibility upon 
him of organizing town associations for the 
people. Thus is cultivated a sympathy and 
common feeling for each other of every town 
in the county. These town secretaries, by 
holding meetings occasionally, are able to 
decide when they will have conventions, and 
where they shall meet. 

In the county where brother Matthews 
labors—Suffolk county, which stretches about 
one hundred miles along Long Island, an im- 
portant meeting will be held in March—and 
once in three months throughout the year. 
They pledge themselves to do all in their 
power in connection with the pastors and 
superintendents and Sunday school men to 
plant a Sunday-school, as far as it is possible 
to do so, in every destitute district, and thus 
to carry them into the very extremities of the 
county. 

Thus is it that the Sunday-school influence 
is to be carried—by the simple voluntary ef- 
fort of every man and woman into the towns 
and county where they live. It is, I believe, 
the very secret of Sunday-school success. We 
may hire men like myself, and in any num- 
ber, but the work will not be done until the 
responsibility is thrown where it belongs, 
upon the pastors and superintendents and 
Sunday-school men in the county. Letit be 
as far as possible a voluntary effort, and let 
each county feel the sole responsibility of it. 

Question by a deiegate— How often do you 
have them meet ?”’ 

Mr. Parpee—‘‘ Just as often as you please, 
brother. Once in a year—once in six months 
—once in three months—or as has been de- 
scribed by Mr. Matthews, once in two months; 
and I can testify that the meetings in Rich- 
mond county, have been delightful—and dele- 
gates have travelled at night to attend them, 
and to gain the sympathy and information 
they impart. 

A Delegate from Newburyport, Massachusetts : 

When I received my credentials as delegate 
to this Convention, I observed to my pastor 
that I would probably be the only representa- 
tive of a school from the county of Essex, and, 
said I, ‘‘I want you to remember me at the 
throne of grace, and to say tothe brethren 
when they meet this evening, ‘remember 
me.’ Iam going out upon a great mission— 
that of seeing what the National Convention 
in Philadelphia is going to do for the interests 
of Sabbath-schools.’’ 

I resolved, Mr. President, when I entered 
this hall, to return, and, by the help of God, 
call the superintendents and the whole com- 
munity to see what has been done here; and 
I resolved, if they would join with me, that at 
an early day we would have a Convention of 
Sunday-school teachers in the county of Es- 
sex, where one has not yet been held. AndI 
also resolved, that if they would not listen to 
me and carry into effect what I should say, I 
should clear my skirts of the consequences of 
neglecting such an important means of carry- 
ing on the blessed work. 

As one who loves Zion, and has been labor- 
ing forty-four years in the Sunday-school, I 
have had the joy of receiving many within its 
fold. Men, married men, have recognized me 
whom I had forgotten, and upon asking the 
question, ‘‘ Was I of any service to your 
soul?’’ ‘Oh, yes,’? has been the reply, 
“those lessons I shall never forget which were 
taught me in that school.’’ 

Oh, that is the joy that follows the instruc- 
tion of the Sunday-school. My fellow teachers, 
is there not one here who, bending at the bed- 
side of the dying, has heard from the beloved 
child, ‘Oh, I remember you with the greatest 
feelings of kindness and love, for all your 
kindness and love to me in teaching me the 
way I should walk to obtain the hope that 
after the trials of this life, I shall go to be for- 
ever with Christ ?’’ 

ACTION ON THE RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. Kixassury, of Hartford, on behalf of the 
Business Committee, here reported a series of 
Resolutions for the consideration and final ac- 
tion of the Convention. Numerous other to- 
pics were, on motion, referred to the Commit- 
tee, and it was agreed to take up each resolu- 
tion separately, and dispose of it. The first 
resolution presented by the Committee was in 
these words :— 

1. Resolved, That we regard the Sunday- 
school, in connection with the teachings of the 
family and the pulpit, reliable as an agency 
for bringing the entire youth of our country 
under the saving influence of the gospel. 

Mr. Morr wished to strike out the words 
‘fin connection with the influence of home 
and the pulpit.” He thought that the Sun- 
day-school is of itself able to do it. He hoped 
the Convention would never endorse the idea 


that the Sunday-school by itself could not do 
this work. 


Mr. Wasuzern, of Pennsylvania: 

I apprehend the gentleman has mistaken in 
this matter. We have no want of confidence 
in the Sunday-school—but in the work we do 
not wish to ignore the family or the pulpit; 
and for that very reasou it has been urged 
here from every quarter, both by laymen and 
clergymen, that we should recognize in this 
resolution the influence of the family and 
pulpit in connection with the Sunday-school. 
That is all the resolution does contemplate, 
and I trust the Convention will pass it as the 
Committee recommends it. : 

Cou. Riney : 


I see no objection to the resolution as it 
stands. It merely calls upon the ministry and 
the family to aid the Sunday-school; and 
Sunday-schools are in no way trammelled by 
these aids. They are afraid to go on without 
them—they cannot. 


Rey. Mr. Bayuiss, of Brooklyn : 

I did not suppose there was any necessity 
for discussing the question. The gentleman 
who first spoke has certainly made a mistake 
in understanding the question. He surely 
did not mean me to go home and hold my 
tongue on the Sunday-school question because 
I am the pastor of a church, or to stop my pas- 
toral labors because I am connected witha 
Sunday-school. 

All that resolution recommends, is that the 
family and pulpit should co-operate with the 
Sunday-school, and I want the privilege of 
doing so. 

The motion for striking out was lost. 

Mr. Cuipman, of Boston : 

Mr. President, this same question was 
brought up a week ago yesterday at a Con- 
vention of Associations of our denomination; 
and we arrived at about the same point of 
feeling as there seems to be here with regard 
to it. Dr. Warren presented a fact of a con- 





verted heathen which presents it in its true 
light. For myself, I have great confidenc 
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that the Sunday-school would be competent 
to carry the gospel to every child in the 
land by itself. But, in connection with the 
ministry and the family government we can 
do it better. And, as Dr. W. said in il- 
lustrating the point; “I recently received 
a letter from one of the heathen con- 
verts in Burmah—a man of influence and 
wealth—who said at the close of that letter 
that ‘God had fore-ordained that he should 
make up the deficiencies in the wants of that 
nation; and if, whenever contributions should 
come from here there, there was not enough, 
he was ready to make it up’~—and he did 
make it up. This I believe is the position 
of the Sunday-school enterprise. God has 
fore-ordained that it should make up the defi- 
ciency. 

That I think is just the position the Sunday- 
school sustains with regard to the gospel and 
family and home influence. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

2d Resolution. 

Adopted without comment. : : 

3d Resolution—(relating to the Teacher's 
studying the lesson.) 

A delegate (whose name we could not get.) 

The great question is, sir, how shall the 
teacher be most effectually qualified for his 
office? The principle has been long since 
conceded in theology, medicine and law, and 
in our common schools, that our teachers need 
something more than simple study, in order to 
qualify themselves for their great and import- 
ant duties. Now, sir, unless I mistake very 
much, the Sunday-school teacher needs as 





much, may, more, the necessary teaching in 
order that he may teach—than any other class 
in the community, If students of law, of di- 
vinity, and of medicine are not competent to 
take their books and teach, how shall the 


Sunday-school teacher be qualified rightly to 
divide the word of Truth. ‘ 

I think the day is coming, end I believe it 
must and will come, when in every town, the 
pastor and superintendents shall resolve them- 
selves into a sort of Normal School for teaching 
teachers rightly to divide the Word. Until 
that day shall come, and take the place of the 
present detached studies and isolated meet- 
ings, we will never accomplish the object of 
the third resolution. 

The resolution was then adopted unani- 
mously. 

Resolutions 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th, were 
severally read and adopted. 

Oth Kesolution—(relating to the early con- 
version of children.) 

The Rev. Tuomas P. Hunt spoke on this 
resolution as follows : 

I beg leave to make a remark before voting 
on this resolution. It is this: that God, 
through this Sabbath-school, is teaching the 
Church and the world a lesson that we are 
slow to learn. When we ask the question, 
‘Why are these glorious results, which we 
have regarded from year to year, flowing from 
the Subbath-school?” The answer is not 
“ Because we teach on the Sabbath-day,” but 
it is this: “ Because we bring to bear upon 
the infant mind just that nourishment which 
God, the giver of that mind, has ordained as 
being necessary for it.” And the lesson 
taught of God is this: that “ we who are re- 
sponsible to God for the right education of 
our children, should make our day-schools, in 
this respect, Sabbath-schools. 

We should take hold of our educational 
power, and so combine it, not only in the 
Sabbath-school, but at home and in the day- 
school—combine these elements of divine 
power, so that the child shall have continu- 
ally just such kind of nourishment as will 
prepare him to glorify God here and enjoy 
him hereafter. I do look forward to the pe- 
riod when all shall know the Lord, and when 
one shall not say to another, ‘“‘ know the Lord,” 
but when the little infants shall all grow up 
and show to those around that they do know 
him whom to know aright is life eternal; bat 
I do not believe that period will ever come 
till our day-schools, like our Sabbath-schools, 
use the incessant and continual application 
of divine truth to the mind and heart of the 
child. 

Mr. Tayuor, of Connecticut : 

in my experience in the work, I once met 
two little children, one four and the other 
five years of age, who gave perfectly satisfac- 
tory evidence of their trust in Jesus, and I 
believe they are now in heaven, as much as | 
believe I shall getthere myself. It is keeping 
the subject before the minds of the children, 
as it is beautifully summed up in a nutshell 
in the substance of the expressions of a little 
girl only five years of age. 

“| think there are only three things that 
anybody wants in this world.” They are sum- 
med up thus. “The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ to make him holy; the love of God to 
make him happy, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit, to be always in good company.” 

My experience of forty-two years has been 
simply this: Bring these three things before 
the minds of the children, and then wrestle 
with God for his Holy Spirit, that their souls 
may experience them. I told the circum- 
stance of that little girl’s experience to a 
poor prisoner, and he told me afterwards that 
he prayed to God for the conversion of all in 
those narrow places of confinement, and that 
he loved his Bible and prayer ever since. 

Mr. Tuompson, of New Jersey. 

A little girl died in New Jersey three weeks 
since, about the same age with the one just 
named. On her deathbed she said to her 
mother: ‘‘Mother, as true as you sit in that 
chair, if Jesus has said he will save little 
children, he will, won’t he?” 

That little child had faith. 

Resolution unanimously adopted. 

10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th Reso- 
lutions read and adopted. 

16¢h Resolution. (Relating to the establish- 
ment of local depositories. ) 

James W. Weir, of Harrisburg : 

I desire to give my experience with regard 
to the 3d clause of this resolution, and to give 
that explanation which I think it requires, 
because of the bareness of its statements. 
My experience in one locality might be multi- 
plied into a thousand cases. 

_In Harrisburg, twenty years ago, a few indi- 
viduals agreed that they would raise about $300 
among them as a loan for the establishment of 
a local depository : the loan being made return- 
able upon call, in sums from $20 down, and we 
have returned about $100 to subscribers, and 
presume the other $200 will never be called 
for. 

We have been able, however, on this small 
capital, to supply the whole wants of our bo- 
rough, and the wants of the country round 
about. We have sold as high as $500 and $600 
worth of books in a year; and the per centage 
(20 per ct.) allowed by the parties from which 
the books have been received, pays for the labor 
of the depositary who has charge of the books. 
Sometimes they have been kept in a bookstore, 
and sometimes ina hardware store—any where 
at all that we could get a thorough Sunday- 
school man to take charge of the matter. We 
have thought that our experience could profit- 
ably be multiplied throughout the country ; and 
I know of but very few cases in which a self- 
sustaining depository of this kind is established. 

M. H. Miter, of Washington, D. C.: 

I did not come here to give, but to receive in- 
struction. I have thought it might not be unia- 
tereresting at this point to state a few facts in 
relation to the S. S. Union of Washington City. 

This Union has been in existence some 
twenty years, and the speaker has been con- 
nected with it some fifteen years. I have the 
last report of that Union, which, on leaving 
home, I put into my pocket, lest there should be 
no other here who could better speak of it. 
This Union consists, at present, of the Sunday- 
schools of five Baptist churches, 3 Episcopalian, 
1 Lutheran, 9 Methodist Episcopal, 1 Metho- 
dist South, 2 Methodist Protestant, 7 Presbyte- 
rian, and 3 Mission schools, under the direction 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association of 
that city. 

Our meetings are held once a month; and at 





the last meeting the subject of this Convention 
was introduced, and resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted approving of this Conven- 
tion, and recommending the Sunday-schools 
connected with the Union to send delegates; 
and that they be requested to represent it. As 
this Union has not yet been referred to, I beg 
leave to make a few statements. 

In the history of that Union during the last 
15 years there have been two or three questions 
in relation to the meetings. Originally it was 
intended solely for superintendents and teachers, 
and attended only by them. Some years 
since, ten perhaps, it was suggested that it 
would be well if the children also of the schools 
could meet. That plan was adopted, and for a 
number of years the largest churches had to be 
secured that all might be admitted to the 
monthly meeting. About a year since it was 
found that the spirit and attendance had fallen 
off considerably, and the character of the meet- 
ing was so changed, that such a meeting as has 
just been referred to, is now held quarterly, and 
the intermediate meetings are for the particular 
purposes of religious exercises. 

17th Resolution. (Relating to the duty of pa. 
rents to the Sunday-school. ) 


Mr. McCormick, of New York: 


I desire to ask whether that resolution, or the 
spirit of it, is not embodied ina resolution pass- 
ed a few minutes ago. My great fear is that 
we are going to adopt too many resolutions. 
We have fourteen already. Now I know this 
is a National Sabbath-school Convention, and 
that it is expected to do great things; but I be- 
lieve that six, eight or ten comprehensive reso- 
lutions would do far greater good and be more 
generally read throughout the land than twenty 
or twenty-five. 

We all know that one grand influence to be 
derived from these resolutions is their dissemi- 
nation; they must be widely published; and as 
I have had a little experience in connection 
with the public press, I want to assure you that 
five or ten succint resolutions would be largel 
copied, while 15 or 20 would sink like so muc 
dead matter; except, possibly as they may ap- 
pear in the Sunday-school Times. We need to 
make them more comprehensive. 

Let us make them just as few and as brief as 
possible. Resolutions have killed many a Con- 
vention, as Constitutions and By-Laws have 
killed many an Association. Though a young 
man, I take the liberty to say that the fewer 
resolutions we have the better. 

Rev. Pennet. Coomse, of Philadelphia : 

Three years ago, sir, I should have endorsed 
that speech with all my heart—but things are 
not now as they used to be; and now, so far 
from its being a matter of considerable diffi- 
culty to get religious intelligence into secular 
papers, it is sought for with as much avidity as 
any other news or intelligence in the land. 
This is owing to the fact of the wide-spread in- 
fluence which now prevails on the subject of 
religion. If that gentleman has had any expe- 
rience at all with the press, he would have 
known that three years ago the New York 
Tribune never would have published an Extra 
containing religious notices and information. 
Such has lately been the fact. 

Now, while I agree that resolutions should 
be concise, and in as few words as possible, I 
am convinced of another fact; that there is a 
wider diffusion of the S. S. interest, in its ope- 
rations and management at the present time, 
than any other department of religious enter- 
prise; and as this Convention has met for a 
national purpose, having a national character, 
it must of necessity exert a large amount of in- 
fluence. I therefore should much regret if the 
resolutions were very comprehensive. Let 
them be plain and simple, each resolution 
speaking of one point. There is no fear but 
what they will be read, printed, published and 
sought after. Your papers will get them—will 
be anxious to get them and spread them before 
their readers—and thus they will circulate 
throughout the country. 

Now, sir, while I am perfectly free to admit 
that there may be no particular necessity for 
that one resolution, still at the same time it is 
expedient to call upon parents and families who 
have children under their care, to see that ¢hey 
owe some duty to the Sunday-school as well as 
the children. It is true, sir, that the parents 
ought to look to their children, and see that 
they prepare their Sunday lesson as well as 
they prepare the week-day lesson. 

Now, if it is important that the teacher pre- 
pare himself, is it not important for the child 
to do the same? The fact is, we are all to a 
great extent, at sea in our Sunday-school ope- 
rations. We want more directness, point and 
preparation, and more importance attached to 
it. The true secret of the business is this; a 
great many parents send their children to Sun- 
day-school for no other purpose than to get them 
out of the way. 

In short, we want parents and children both 
to understand that the Sabbath-school is a mat- 
ter of privilege and importance; and therefore 
it is necessary we should define their duties 
specifically and carefully. 

Ws. 0. Perrce, of Philadelphia: 

I feel as though the wisdom of God had been 
with and aided this committee in their thoughts, 
and enabled thera to express their views not 
only so as to reach comprensive minds, but also 
the minds of the little children of our Sabbath- 
schools, and of their parents everywhere. What 
our brother here has called comprehensive 
resolutions, the mind of a child would not take 
in. They have put before us here a series of 
duties, each one distinct in itself—each one 
concise and terse—and yet each one in language 
so simple and brief—and in style so plain, that 
the feeblest minds may receive it to its utmost 
extent; and that is precisely what we want in 
a set of resolutions emanating from this Con- 
vention. 

If you were to reduce these resolutions so 
that they should be embraced in six or seven, 
the minds of the majority of the people of this 
land who are connected with Sabbath-schools, 
even as teachers, would be utterly confounded 
and bewildered on the topics they present. No, 
sir; I rejoice that we have these resolutions in 
the shape that they are. They are not lengthy; 
they are simple, numerous, brief; and. I hope 
the order, conciseness and brevity of them will 
be preserved, and that they will be multiplied 
to a greater extent yet. 

Resolution adopted. 

18th Resolution—(Relating to committing the 
Scriptures to memory.) 

Rev. Atrrep Nevin, D. D., of Philadelphia: 

If there is any one in the whole list of reso- 
lutions that I more cordially approve than an- 
other, it is the one that has just been read. 

I think we have been too much in the habit 
of losing sight of the object for which the Sab- 
bath-school has been organized. It is not a 
secular school ; it is not a scientific school; it 
has not been organized for the purpose of train- 
ing up children to be good citizens mainly, but 
to prepare them for glory, honor, and immor- 
tality. It has, or ought to have, a specific re- 
sult; and it seems to me that result has been 
too much overlooked. And, in this connection, 
allow me to express the hope that a resolution 
will be ingrafted into that series to this effect : 
«* That those who have charge of the publica- 
tion of the literature of the American Sunday- 
school system be very careful to issue from 
their pens and press such books as are strictly 
of a religious character.”” This whole system 
must be specially guarded, or the end aimed at, 
with all our appliances and machinery, never 
can be reached, We may pass ten thousand 
resolutions; we may call a myriad of conven- 
tions; but, unless there be an aptitude in the 
teacher, and an adaptedness in the instrumen- 
tality employed, the end, tae glory of God in 
the conversion of the children, can never be 
attained. 

I have in my Sunday-school library some 
books which I would not be willing to put into 
the hands of my children. Some are on Bota- 
ny, Zoology and Geology ; not on Theology, or 
on those Scripture truths which are able to 
make wise unto eternal life. We are not to 
dilute or adulterate the word of God; wefare 
not to bring into our Sabbath-schools any thing 
foreign to the word of God, to the spirit of the 
holy day, or the purpose of the school. And I 
do most earnestly hepe that the committee, 
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have been guided by God, place among those 
resolutions one to this effect, ‘that those who 
publish the books of the American pen 
school system, issue only such as are strictly 
religious in their character’’—so that ‘Holiness 
unto the Lord’ be written on every page and 
every cover. 

Rev. R. B. Westsroox, of Philadelphia : 

I rise, sir, for the purpose of making an ex- 
planation. Inasmuch as very frequent refer- 
ence has been made to the publications of the 
American Sunday-School Union, | just desire to 
say, that all the publications of the American 
Sunday-school Union are not intended for Sab- 
bath-schools ; that they publish a Village and 
Family library ; and that the specific object of 
the institution, as set forth in its charter, was 
to publish * moral and religious publications.’’ 
But, in the libraries which have been pre 
for Sunday-schools, I think Dr. Nevin will find 
that no book exists which is not strictly and 
purely a religious book; and, in the second 
place, I desire to state, sir, with regard to the 
improvement of the Question Books and Hymn 
Books, &c., that we are not book writers, but 
book makers; and if Dr. Tyng, or other Doc- 
tors of Divinity, or others who are not Doctors 
of Divinity, will go to work and write just 
such books as they need, I have no doubt that 
our Society will be glad to publish them, and 
pay them a very handsome copy-right forAbe 
same. 

Mr. Ricxty, of Columbus, O: 

I believe, sir, that our system of education 
has not been productive of as much good as it 
might have been. We have commenced upon 
the principle that children exercise judgment 
as well as men; when it is certainly an ad- 
mitted fact that before we can exercise judg- 
ment, we must have the faculty of comparison 
developed; and before we can compare, we 
must have facts; and the more firmly these 
facts are rooted and grounded in the mind, 
the more able will we be to compare and 
judge. 

It is a matter of great importance that 
children be furnished with facts ; and I believe 
that nine-tenths of those who in maturer years 
connect themselves with the church are led to 
this step by the remembrance of sentiments 
and precepts that were instilled into their 
minds in childhood. Passages from the Scrip- 
tures, and portions of hymns and other reli- 
gious books thus treasured up as seed sown 
in the young heart have often led to this re- 
sult. How often do we find those who have 
been brought up, as was instanced yesterday, 
in the society of religious people, and in* 
pious families, who wandered away from the 
fold of Christ upon the barren mountains of 
sin, and have been brought back by the in- 
fluence of the Spirit and the good providence 
of God recalling to their mind the precepts 
and memocies of earlier years and thus bring- 
ing them to reflection and reformation in heart 
and life ! 

Mr. Smitu, of West Chester: 

I concur with Dr. Nevin, with regard to the 
publications of the Sunday-School Union, but 
I do not find my objection in the fact that they 
are on Zoology or History. The difficulty in 
my mind, and what I wish to suggest is, that 
some of the publications of the Sunday-School 
Union are of no higher grade than the moral 
tales of Miss Edgeworth—they are of that 
general class. They present to the mind of 
the scholar wrong motives—motives in rela- 
tion to their reward here, [showing that God- 
liness is profitable for the life that now is, as 
well as that which is to come.] 

From the Sabbath-school where I am, I 
could get a list of many which for this very 
reason I would not permit my children to read 
on a week-day. 

Mr. Cuarx: 

I recollect distinctly when a boy, having a 
Bible presented to me with the following 
words in substance, inscribed within. “The 
Scriptures were given to us as a rich mine, in 
which we may labor, and appropriate to our- 
selves all we find ; and the more diligently we 
labor, the more wealth we obtain.” Taking 
this as the text of my few remarks, I would 
say that I represent a church and school that 
have been more blessed perhaps during the 
revival than any church or school in the 
United States; and we can say from simple 
experience that any great result that has been 
accomplished has flown from the diligent 
study of the Bible. 

I teach a Bible class of forty scholars—and 
we have made it a practice every Sabbath 
morning to read carefully and critically, in 
regular course, certain portions of the blessed 
Book every morning; and now the whole 
school has fallen into that arrangement—so 
that 350 scholars and 50 teachers are reading 
the same chapter every Sabbath morning. 
Great good results have flown from thus 
studying the Bible. 

Mr. Froyp, of Boston: 

We too have felt the importance of studying 
the Scriptures; and I rise to say that it is 
possible to do it to a great extent. We have 
always in our Sabbath-schools since their es- 
tablishment felt the importance of this matter, 
and we have endeavored to induce the child- 
ren to commit to memory the Scriptures ; and 
to illustrate how this can be done I will state 
a fact :-— 

A little girl about twelve years of age, 
during four months’ time, committed to 
memory between 7,000, and 8,000 verses of 
the Holy Scriptures ; and for this she received 
a handsome Bible asa reward. This inspired 
the whole school; and many endeavored to do 
the same ; and children eight, ten, and twelve 
years of age have committed to memory from 

11,000 to 12,000 and 14,000 verses ; and some 
at the monthly concert have repeated them 
chapter after chapter. Thus we see it can be 
done ; and let me say that these little children 
have been brought from some of the lowest 
families in our State. 


Rey. J. H. Bompercer, D. D., of Philadel- 
phia: 

I most cordially endorse the resolution now 
before the Convention. I like it, sir, because 
I recognize in the sentiments it contains 
nothing that is new, but doctrine that has 
been iterated and reiterated a thousand times 
by the American Sunday-school Union itself. 
As nearly as my memory serves me, I have 
seen this very duty urged through the publi- 
cations of the American Sunday-school 
Union; the Sunday-school Times, the Sun- 
day-school Gazette, and not a small number 
of the books published by the American Sun- 
day-school Union, upon teachers, parents and 
scholars, and all in any way connected with 
the Sunday-schools, or concerned in main- 
taining and preserving their interests. 

I like old things, sir, and especially good 
old things; and it is because I recognize in this 
sentiment an old and time-honored one, re- 
peated again and again, and issuing from the 
source to which I have already referred, that 
I so heartily rejoice in its having been brought 
forward to the consideration of the Conven- 
tion at this time. 

I have no question, sir, about its adoption. 
The great point will be to secure the univer- 
sal application of it—to secure on the part of 
the friends of the Sunday-school, its superin- 
dents, teachers, the parents and those con- 
cerned in its management and furtherance, 
that attention to the subject which its im- 
portance so fully claims. 

We have been taught a thousand times, and 
it has been taught, I think I may say, most 
impressively by this American Sunday-school 
Union, to which we stand indebted so largely 
for the circulation of so vast an amount of 
Scriptural knowledge among the children of 
this country, that we cannot give too much 
attention to the study and committal of por- 
tions of the word of God. 

Whilst, therefore, I saw in the resolution 
before us everything to commend its adop- 
tion, I was utterly astonished that the gentle- 
man, a member of this Convention, should 
discover in it a single suggestion—shouid dis- 
cover in it the most latent intimation to jus- 
tify any insinuations whatever against the 





which I concur with the last speaker seems to 


American Sunday-school Union itself. Sir, I 
have never said much in behalf of this insti- 
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tution on public occasions; but I have felt 
deeply ; and as a pastor I must say that I 
stand ready to acknowledge this day my in- 
debtedness for thy efficient service which this 
institution has rendered me as an individual, 
and in my official capacity, in this precise 
form, namely, in leading the youth placed 
under my pastoral charge tothe study of God’s 
word—to the committal to memory and heart 
the sacred truths it reveals : and, sir, among 
the rest, those truths which lie at the very 
foundation of all our science of botany, and 
geology, and astronomy. For, sir, the God 
that indited the truths found in that book 
made the flowers of the field, not only to be 
bound up in bouquets for theatre-going 

ple, but that the little child might learn pea 
these to love him whose beauty exceeds the 
beauty of the rose of Sharon and the lily of 
the valley. The God who gave the blessed 
truths contained in that book, made those 
stars whose glittering brightness speaks of 
the greater glory of him who lives and reigns 
beyond. The God who made that book laid 
the foundations of the earth on which we 
walk ; and desires that our children should 
not only look upon flowers as something 
sweet to smell, but something good to think 
about, and connect with the God who made 
them. The stars are not only little things that 
twinkle, twinkle far away, to be utterly un- 
known to them; but as objects which, by 
their twinkling and brightness, become the 
means in God’s hands of declaring his glory 
and showing forth his handy work! 

Then sir, let us encourage our Sunday- 
school ‘scholars to learn these very Scripture 
truths that bear sc emphatically and beauti- 
fully on these very things. And, sir, I bless 
God for that American Sunday-School Union, 
which, in co-operation with their instrumen- 
tality, has encouraged the committal to heart, 
and not to memory only, of these blessed texts. 











school system, “ because,” said the inquirer, “it is, practi- 
cally and de fucto, taking from the bands of heads of 
families the work which bel to them,—of 

their own children.” The gentleman who su, this 
to me (though Iam rather inclined to th he had a 
little more jocoseness than seriousness about it) is one 
who years, and has been able to judge with a good 
deal of wisdom, for he is an exceedingly practical man. 
In answering him, I entered somewhat at large into the 

ideration of practical details, asking him to bi 

instances where he thought Sunday-schools had thus 
operated. Now, without dwelling longer upon that case, 
which was =, di of in my own mind, 






















Mr. Taytor, Wilmington, Del.: think, finally in observe in the rong re 

i Jonven- lution this expression ; tl tl »bat 
_ I shall not occupy the time of the Conven School teachue "tae On ho Wianimteedaies How, while f 
tion, except to relate a fact. The delegation | jcartily respond to the senti Of the resoluti I 
from Delaware has not had a voice as yet | think its lan fails to ex the faen uo parteetly os 
since this Convention organized. 1 therefore | 1 could wish. There are w its who 


btedly many parents w 
improperly, devolve the duty of inatruct- 
ing their children upor and pastors. ua, 
though the office of the Sunday-school teacher should not 
interfere, yet it does interfere. I should like to see the 
expression modified. 

The Presment. [Ex-Mayor Laspert in the chair.) 

resolution has been and will now 
haps meet the views of the gentleman and of others in 
the Convention. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as modified: 

Resolved, That the duty and office of the Sunday- 
school teacher can in no wise supersede the duties or 
relations of the Christian parent to his child, or those 
of a Christian minister to bis church, but should be re- 
garded as the efficient auxiliary of both. 

Rev. Dr. Newron, of 7 iphia : 

I would move to substitute the word should for the 
word can, which, I think, wiil accomplish entirely the 
object of my friend Mr. Weshburne, and put the thing 
re can no question that it 

not interfere: at the same time, there may be a 
question whether it does not interfere. It never will in- 
terfere in the ease of any conscientious person. The mi- 
nister or parent who allows the Sunday-school to inter- 
fere with his duty would neglect his duty if there were 
no Sunda: 

Mr. Parpex, of New York: 

This change would imply that it does sometimes inter- 
fere, but should not. I prefer to have the positive can- 
not. I do not wish to see in the resolution, even by im- 
plication, ac which we have bad thrown on Sunday- 
schools by cold-bearted men all over the land. 

ev. Dr. NEWTON: 

I join issue with the gentleman as to the matter of 
fact. Ihave known individuals to neglect their duty to 
their children, It was in view of those facta that I want 
to see the should instead of the can. I know about the 
can, and I know about the should, [Laughter.) 

The PREsipEnt : 

The question will be on should or can. 

Col. Kitey: 


shall say a few words, and they shall be upon 
the resolution which we are now discussing— 
the importance of studying the Scriptures, and 
the committal of the Scripture lesson by the 
scholars of the Sabbath-school. 

The day before I left to attend this Conven- 
tion I was called to attend the funeral of a 
very little girl. She was a scholar in one of 
the main schools in our city, and she was 
the daughter of non-professing parents. She 
had received no religious instruction at home, 
but she had a faithful Sunday-school teacher. 
She was taken sick three weeks ago, and her 
teacher and superintendent visited her, and 
received from her lips the story of her con- 
version in Scriptural language—(language 
that she had been taught in that school)—the 
mst touching and appropriate, and which 
reached the hearts of the sorrowing parents, 
gave joy to the teacher, and confidence to the 
pastor of the church that she was fully con- 
verted, had committed her soul to Jesus, and 
upon dying had gone to glory. Her salvation 
is attributed under God's blessing, to the at- 
tention to this important matter of commit- 
ting to memory the word of God. 

Resolution unanimously adopted. 

19th Resolution. (Relating to Sunday-school 
benevolence.) After a brief discussion, in 
which Mr. Pierce, Col. Riley, Rey. P. Coombe, 
and Mr. Weir took part, this resolution was 
slightly amended, and then laid over to the 
afternoon. 

Rey. Asa BuLLtarp moved that Mr. Pater 
Sixcuatr, of Scotland, be elected an honorary 
member of the Convention. Agreed to. 

Closed by singing one verse of the 123d 
Hymn, ‘“ How pleasant thus to dwell below.” 

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M. 








































If we go off on extreme points, we shall override the 
good part of our work, 

The motion to amend was not agreed to. The resolu- 
tion was then adopted as reported. 

Resolutions 24 and 25 were adopted. 

The next resolation was read, as follows : 

Resolved, That the Sunday-school system demands of 
the bership of our churches more a 

pment, pecuniary sup and serv. 

it mnt et and which it pareig rang 4 order to its 





Before the question is put on this resolution, I would 
say that I hope when the vote is taken there will be the 
b ay that there has been on any motion yet. 





That is i tion. I always like to hi 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON. |, inary cy “ind a hearty no, when they are on’ the 
The Convention was called to order at three, p.m. Vice- | Tight side. [After a pause.] The question bein 


President Tappan in the Chair. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Howanp, of Baltimore. 
Part of the 170th hymn was then sung: 
“ Saviour, at thy feet we bow.” 
The 19th resolution, relating to Sunday-school Benevo- 
lence, was taken up, and, after some remarks by Mr. Bee- 


Open, I 
hoped there would be some ssion. I woul ke to 
make a speech myself if I were not in the chair. 

Voices: “Goon: we want to hear you.”} 

-Mayor Lambert, having resigned the chair to Ex+ 
Gov. Pollock, said, 

Every member of our churches should give a cordial 
encouragement to the Sabbath-school. I would not give 
arush-light for any church-member, whether he be an 
officer of the church, a minister, or whoever he be, 
if he docs not feel an interest in the cause of the Sabbath- 
school. The Sabbath-school is the life of the church. If 
I want to get tract-visitors, if I want to get Bible-distri- 
butors, if 1 want to get men and women to visit from 
house iv house, to go into the highways and by-ways of 
the city and drag out the poor, I look for such among 
the Sabbath-school teachers. All church-members, how- 


son, was adopted. 

The 20th resolution was then read, (relating to the at- 
tendance of the grown-up youth of both sexes.) 

Mr. F. W. Tappan, of Brooklyn: 

Mr. Chairman, that resolution, in my opinion, opens up 
for discussion the most important question which can 
come before this Convention. Since I came here, I have 
waited patiently for that question to come up, desiring to 
hear from gentlemen present the best method of accom- 


[ome this object. © question is, How can we secure | ever obscure, however old, though thelr heads be white 
jor our Sunday-schools a larger attendance of ge men? | with the frost of a hundred winters, should feel an in- 
It has been confessed on this platform that it is difficult to | terest in the Sabbath-school. I may as well, tov, say that 


yet a sufficient quantity of young men qualified to take 
charge of the classes in the sct.ools and the Bib.e-classes; 
that it is more easy to get competent young ladies than 
youns men. The question is, How can both be secured? 

n no other way, sir, I take it, than by securing the at- 
tendance of the parents and of the adults. I wish this 
Convention to give an expression of opinion that shall go 
through the land as to the importance of the Sabbath- 
school cause to the entire community. I hold that this is 
one of the most essential means for the evangelization of 
the whole country, parents and children. I hold that the 
Sabbath-school should embrace the entire congregation, — 
the pastors, the fathers and the mothers, (unless they be 
detained at home by sickness or by attention upon infant 
children,) as well as the young men and the young wo- 
men and little childrer. It is true, that the labors of 
Sabbath-school teachers have been abundantly blessed in 
bringing the little lambs to Christ; but, sir, I hold that 
in the Bible-class and in the Sabbath-school the gospel is 
a in a most effectual manner to the {hteart of the 
adult. 

Let me mention a single case, which will illustrate what 
I desire to have accomplished. 

Three years ago, our esteemed friend, (Ex-Mayor Lam- 
BERT,) now in attendance here, was called to take charge 
of a Sabbath-school connected with a flourislfing church 
in Brooklyn. He found that the young men and the 
young women were not there, but the school was com- 

mostly of little ones, under the age of twelve or 
thirteen. He immediately selected from the congregati 
fourteen gentlemen, of all classes, not all of them be- 
lievers in the Christian revelation, but an equal number 
perhaps of Christians and unbelievers. He took them 
from all commercial pursuits,—clerks—men from our 
banks in Wall Street-—men from our mercantile houses,— 
old men, who had been concerned in the management of 
the municipal affairs and in the administration of justice. 
He requested them—{ ‘Time expired. 

Rev. Mr. Wasuaurne, of Potts: , obtained the floor, 
and relinquished it to Mr. Tappan, of Brooklyn, that he 
might finish his remarks. 

r. TAPPAN :—I thank the gentleman for this courtesy. 
Mr. Lambert wrote a note to each one of those gentle- 
men, requesting them, as a personal favor, to meet him, 
at the appointed hour of tae Sabbath-school, at the place 
where the Sabbath-schocl met, Such a singular invita- 
tion attracted their attention; every individual was pre- 
sent. They were invited to seats back of the scholars. 
They waited till the school was opened with its usual 
exercises, Mr. Lambert then proceeded to his ordinary 
duties, while the assistant-superintendent went to these 
gentlemen, and stated the object for which they had 
been assembled; that it was desired to make an impres- 
sion upon the congregation that the Sabbath-school 
was the place for the young men and maidens; and that 
they were the persons to come, not only that they might 
personally receive instruction, but that they might houor 
the school (as it was said) by their presence. ntle- 
man, having prepared himself for the occasion, ed if 
they would select the book of Acts for their study. They 
did so, They d their ‘ises, and the hour 
passed very pleasantly. Let me say that, of those four- 
teen, all but one &re now membe: that church, hav- 
ing been converted through the instrumentality of that 
class; and that one who i the i now 
earnestly seeking the way cf salvation. Last Sabbath I 
saw him presiding as the teacher of that class, though he 
has not united himself with the church. Allow me also 
to say that the wives of some of those gentlemen have 
come and united with the people of God, stating that the 
first impression was made on their hearts by the note re- 
questing their husbands to come and study the Serip- 
tures. They studied the Bible along with their hus- 
bands. parti ly in y im- 
The young men and ladies of that con; tion have | pression abroad that if you sey much in Sunday-schools 
now come in and formed Bible-classes, from which we }| about collecting money, you will repel children from 
supply the Sunday-school with teachers, and also supply | coming, and create an influence adverse to the prosperity 
a mission-school connected with the church. of the school. Now, sir, king from peri 
I think that the parents should not be away at their | twenty years, and ly from the ex of the 
homes while their children are at Sabbath-school, but | last twelve years, I beg every gentleman who has 
they should sit with their children in the Sabbath-school, | upon his mind the least shadow of a shade of that idea te 
banish it entirely. 
'y cause in the 
an adverse influence. If you 


and the whole Congregation should unite in Sabbath-school 
: opinion than that 
wish the children tc give money to any th 


instruction. £0 be it 
How shall the people of the churches be interested in | Sunday-school will have 
do not understand what it is about, then 
adverse influence. If you wish this m to 


this matter? I think, in this way; (and if this Conven- 
tion is not a me to take thay stand, I think the next 
U feeling 
row,—if you wish the system of contributions in your 
nday-schools to grow,—you must take hold of the minds 


and hearts of children and teachers; you must educate 


this is not the case in a great many churehes. I know 
hundreds and th is of church b who are 
@ever seen in the Sabbath-school. But there is a brighter 
day dawning. 

Last Christmas-day, as a friend of mine told me, they 
had in New York a meeting of a missionary-school con- 
nected with Dr, Adams’s church. A gentleman—a mem- 
ber of the church, who had never attended such a school 
before—was induced to go from curiosity. As he went 
out, he accosted a friend connected with the school, say- 
ing, * Llow is this school supported?” “ By the contribu- 
tions of the church-members.” “ Well,” said the visitor, 
“T want to give my mite,”—putting into the hand of the 
other a fifty-dollar bill. 

We want to bring every church-member into contact 
with the Sabbath-school. And if the Sabbath-school is 
constituted aright,—if there is life in the Sabbath-school,— 
if we have the right kind of superintendents and the 
right kind of teachers,—it is very difficult to keep church- 
members away from the Sabbath-school. Much depends 
upon the constitution of the Sabbath-school, and the mode 
in which it is conducted. 

It was agreed that the five-minute rule be suspended, 
in order to give Rey. Dr, Newton an opportunity of ex- 
pressing his views. 

Rev. br. Newroy.—Mr. President, I go for this resolu- 
tion with all my heart; and I hope, as has been alread 
said, that when the ay comes, it will be an ay which 
will fill this hall, which will re-echo bongs all our 

hurch dthrough all our Sunday-schools, and the rever- 
berations of which shall be felt by every church-member 
throughout the land. 

Sir, taking any church throughout the land, tell me 
how the Sunday-school flourishes, and I can, as a 
thing, tell you what is the condition of that | church. 
Where you see members of the church who are trained to 
efficient effort in the Sunday-school, there you will find 
that the hands of the pastor are ‘ined, the i 
which he wishes to carry forward are ee go You 
will find that he has Aarons about him, and Hurs about 
him; and when he would go forth, leading the sacra- 
mental hosts of God’s elect against the army of the 
Amalekites, be has warm hearts and strong arms to sus- 
tain and cheer him. 

I hope one result of this Convention will be to deepen 
this Sunday-school feeling in our churches and among our 
ministers. I blush to think that there should be a minis- 
ter anywhere who needs that this Convention should — 

feeling 











a resolution to bring him in any sense at all toa 
of his duty. 

Sir, it was my privilege to be “ born again” ina Sunday- 
school, when I was a youth, a stripling fifteen years of 
age; and from that time I have hardly known a Sabbath 
when I was not in the Sunday-school. There my spiritual 
existence took its rise; there I have received my spiritual 
nurture and sustenance. The happiest hours of my life 
have been those spent in the Sunday-school. 

It is my privilege to represent on this floor an Episcopal 
church both the wardens of which, and almost all the 
vestrymen of which, are members of the Sabbath-school. 
—s It is a very convenient thing for me. When 

want a meeting of my vestry, I have my Sunday- 
school teachers around me, and we have only to consider 
ourselves as a big ne! eeaenn. and there we have it; and 
if we want any thing passed, the vestry’s imprimatur is 
put on it at once. We get along 86 smoothly and har- 
moniously in that school and that church that it is a sort 
of ecclesiastical paradise. [Applause. 

Now, a few words in regard to the matter of contribu- 
tions. I was very glad that that question was left in just 
the position in which it has been left,—as an rebate 













































luntary thing. In regard to this matter of contribu 
I am in favor of the voluntary principle everywhere, 
larl Sund hi 1 know there is an 





















Pp 
and in the Bible-class as well as in the a: and that 
one sermon on Sunday from the ro is enough for the 


people, provided they meet and study the Scriptures | them in rd to missionary ions. The of 
with the pastor unitedly, nts and children. the church or the superintendent of the Sunday-echool 
Mr, of Philadelphia : 


must have himself “booked up” in 


to the whole 
of missions, and he must unt 


As superintendent of a mission-school in this city, I 
have beea impressed with the idea that parents as well as 
children must belong to our schools. Our Sabbath-day 
instruction is nullified by the want of parental care at 
home, and by bad parental example. 

Within a short time, several adults, parents, have ap- 
plied for permission to enter our Sabbath-school. There 
are many who would come if classes were formed for 
them: they do not like the humiliation of belonging to 
classes filled with small children. We cannot compute 
the benefits which would result from the blish t 
of classes for adul 


understand that, when Jesus purchased his church with 
his own blood, he devolved upon that church,—infant 
bers as well as hoary-hi all who 
— partake of its privileges, he devolved upon them 
t sans 


e resp y of coy his 
ults. There is avast field before usin this | them understand what the missionary work is, let them 
derstand what the condition of the heathen is, and there 























respect. 
Mr. Morr, of New York: will be no difficulty: they will always be in advance of 
I do not know that it is absolutely necessary that these © you. 


























stances, 
Let me tell you, as illustrative of this 
which 


did not occur in own 
that of my brother, who has 
church a few miles this . When he 


than four years old, the most 
character intense 
would never share with his 
or whatever he might have; 
FOE, Bm ot cons or one of to ot 
had 


AS ame, wp oud, pot Tom 
. missionary-box 
box save send 
¥ Sh Bee ome, o” ee van the 
“Why, they are a’ of 
Sun soantl- ahi hecneiae beastie 
‘e Jesus?” 

little fellows whole character ie ch 


ond every 
to them, “If you do this, or if you do not 
to next Sunday. 
have an influence on child when all 
in the family has failed, 


earliest days, a disposition of selfdenial 
ine Master. We must raise 
who shall have formed the habit of 


8 

in all our Sunday-schools, the channel 
will swell and be filled, and 

blessed of the Son of God will 

[A use. 


c, CHIPMAN, of Boston: 

Mr. President, there are, so far as 
enables me to compute, about ten per 
ae who CY. school teac! 

fteen per cent. that are connected with our 
schools pow rend Allowing that twenty-five | cent. 
are so situated in their domestic as to forbid 
ir connection with the Lg ay) 
remain. The question arises, What are one! our 
church-members ae in regard to the great Sunday- 


se! enterprise 
I most heartily approve of this resolution ; and I 
God that its influence may go out from this 
and reach all our churches, and that it each 
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church to adopt the plan which the little 

in the city of Boston, represented by me here, bas pur- 

sued from its apaintee, Oe capntetis 

a Sunday-school church. [Applause.) We 

with nineteen members. As we have received new mem- 

bers, (and we have received them from 

them, « Will yougiondt your privilege and 
i & yo your priv: and dui 

as a teacher reais in the Bathe 

have invariably d in t ffi For 

st, all the members of our church = those kept at 

me by their domestic relations) have connected 
with the Sabbath-school. When we had filled with our 
scholars all the room which our chureh-building afforded, 
we sent out our teachers to establish mission-schools. 

Let us infuse this Sunday-school fee'ing into our mem- 
bers as they come in, re not be with 
ourolder members, (for, ing to the vulgar saying, 
“it is hard to teach old new tricke;") but let us 
interest every new member in the Sunday-school ca 
and when we hold another National Convention we 
not be obliged to lament the fact that fifty per cent. of 
our church-members are not intimately counected with 
the Sabbath-school. [At this point, the speaker’s time 

was, on motion, extended. 

In our Sunday-sehools in Massachusetis, we have esta- 
blished the plan of systematic beneficence; and its effect 
has been wonderful. In schools where, 
tion, scarcely twenty-five dollars could be collected yearly, 
we are now able to re an annual total of two, 
four, and five hundred dollars, made up by the voluntary 
contributions of scholars and teachers. Each scholar 





if 


and teacher puts down ina poorhock, the amount which 
he or she agrees to contribute; and at the mon eon- 
cert a re) is given of the of the 


RH A wg 8 eee oe ee me 
ne el reasons, in m why we to 
retain in the Sabbath- A te tag 
Interest, that sympathy, that love, whlch, 
interest, t sym ve, Wl as 
wo ought to meuitet, “Let me tehite 
perience is better than all the theory in 
I went to Boston, a 


old 
cloak. On the first or the second Sabbath which I 
there, I went to a certain church of thst denotation 
whose worship I had been accustomed to attend at home. 


I stood nearly fifteen minutes before 
me. At last, when others had been 


lady beside him ap; to 
me all ways, {Laughter.] 1 felt that I was not receiy 
cordially. I went into the Sabbath-school, and attend 
for a few weeks ; but there was not that warmth of feeli 
which might have won my heart. I should proba! 
be a member of that denomination to-day, if in tl 
church there had been thrown around me that 
influence which might be and which should be ex 
to our young men. I thank God for these Young Men’s 
} ge s- “ with + } , mg Ay 

ese poor boys with old camlet a raw 
them Into the church. Fr ims 
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by weg nesstntion une, then rents suit Stine 
en Theh aathing seotainel te, deapil weiateliohs 
should be so construed as to prevent the of 
pwn wen Bay Bene By Bie , 

This resolution was 


Mesers. Finley, Tappan, Ley” oe a I od 
and finally upon one took 
the employment of teachers. But 
t that uo declaratory resolution on the subject 
wae required, either by the ovurse of 
. either did not express views of Con- 
table. oe A ms : 


ty 
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these resolutions are going 
way over the whole country. 6 














‘our pleasure to meet at one time 
so many of the active, practical 





“men of the great Sunday-school 





here fresh from scenes of revival, and all 
alive to the claims of the Lord Jesus to their 
highest love and their most devoted service. 
There was an unusual amount both of speak- 
ing ability and of practical wisdom in the 
Convention. The resolutions adopted, while 
they cover «wide field of duty, and while they 
are in some respects stringent and searching 
im their requirements, are yet calm, dispas- 
sionate and wise. The speeches embrace a 
great 1 of argument and illustration, 
upon almost every point of practical im- 
portance connected with the subject. Take 
it altogether, we think the report of the Con- 
vention, as here furnished, will be found one 
of the freshest and most useful Sunday-school 
documents ever issued. Superintendents ge- 
nerally, who desire to strengthen their own 
hands in the work, would do well to take 
measures to present @ copy, not only to each 
of their teachers, but to each of the heads of 
families in their congregations. We have 
printed a large number of extra copies, and 
hope to be able to supply all that desire. 

To furnish so full and complete a report as 
we here give, has cost no small amount of 
labor and money. But we felt that a special 
effort was due to the occasion, and we find 
ourselves able to place the result at the fol- 
lowing very moderate prices: 

Single copies are sold at five cents, one 
hundred copies for $3. 





For the Sunday-School Times. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL BENEVOLENCE. 


To Sunday-School Superintendents and Teachers: 

Dear Brethren,—You have felt a sufficient 
interest in the cause of Christ, to become 
laborers in his vineyard, and as Sunday- 
schools are but means to an end, you cannot 
be indifferent to anything connected with the 
extension of the Redeemer’s Kingdom on 
Barth. Will you prayerfully consider a few 
suggestions, from your fellow-laberers, on 
the subject of SUNDAY-SCHOOL BENEVO- 
LENCE? 


IMPORTANCE OF THE SUBJECT. 

All well-conducted Sunday-schools have 
some plan for training the children to habits of 
beneficence. Intelligent Superintendents and 
Teachers fee] this to be an important part of 
Christian Education. 

Its present influence tipon tne child is good. 
It settles the fact in his mind, that there are 
those whose condition deserves pity, and thus 
his sympathies are excited. Gratitude for his 
privileges and blessings is inspired, and a mo- 
tive presented for generosity. A distinct view 
of God's distinguishing goodness to him, may 
lead him to repent The practice of liberal 
giving in the Sunday-school will have a 
happy influence upon the future life of the 
child. The liberal child will make a liberal 
man. If the Church is ever to have a mem- 
bership practically acknowledging the princi- 
ple of Gospel stewardship, this principle must 
be inetilled into the minds and hearts of the 
children who are soon to be its members. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS SHOULD HELP 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

We do not say that, under all circumstances, 
the contributions of Sunday-schools should go 
to the establishment of other Sunday-schools ; 
but we are constrained to say, that there is 
no more appropriate work for our schools than 
to provide Sunday-school instruction for the 
neglected children of our own country. 





sanciagel Aibahitiainsie 
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e the faith and | 





Dacision is a 

@ convicted sinner. The Bible treats it as 
such. “Choose ye this day whom ye will 
serve.” A sinner must choose, or he must be 


do great | lost. Nobody else can choose for him. No- 


which might, with little effort, undertake to 


| raise $300 or $400 a year, and thus secure a 


Sunday-school Missionary, under the direc- 
tion of the American Sunday-School Union? 
Several Sunday-schools have already done 
this; and should any school undertaking to 
thus have a Missionary of their own, fail to 
raise the necessary sum of money, it would 
be easy to raise the balance by a special ap- 
peal to the parents and congregation. 

2. Where one Sunday-school could not 
raise the entire salary of a Sunday-school 
Missionary, might not two or three schools 
unite in the support of the same man? 

3. Ought not every evangelical Sunday- 
school in our land to do something in aiding 
the American Sunday-School Union in send- 
ing out Sunday-school Missionaries, and in 
giving libraries to needy schools ? 

DIRECT PROPOSITIONS. 

1. Any Sunday-school (or individual) con- 
tributing $300 per annum, to the American 
Sunday-School Union, shall have a Mis- 
sionary of their own, in any section of the 
country desired by the contributors, and shall 
receive from him a monthly letter, giving a 
report of his labors. 

2. If any school will contribute one_half of 
this amount, we will undertake to find anoth 





thing can excuse him from doing this duty, at 
once. Ifhe will not do it, he may expect the 
divine Spirit to depart from him, and leave 
him to his own way.—Spencer. 


sa PARTICULAR NOTICE. “@* 


The insertion of an advertisement in the columns 





| of this paper, does not involve any recomguenda- 


tion by the Amentcan Sunpay-Scnoot Union 
of what is so advertised ; nor (in the matter of 
books) any responsibility for the sentiments which 
may be inculcated therein. 





PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
BOOK DEPOSITORY, 

No. 1224 Cuestnot Street, Paiapevpuia. 
Aids for Sunday-School Teachers. 
CASEEETS OF CHURCH CATECHISM. By Bishop 

ATIONS ON CHURCH CATECHISM. By Rt. 
Rey, W. Meede. 8 cts. 
MRS. SHERWOOD’S STORIES ON CHURCH CATE- 


CHISM, eta. 
SUNDAY-SCHOGL LITURGIES AND HYMNS, $10 per 
LITURGIRS WITHOUT HYMNS, $3 per hundred. 
OFFICES OF DEVOTION FOR OPENING AND CLOS- 

Ine SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. By Rev. R. Newton, D. D. 

in boards. 
CURIOUS USEFUL QUESTIONS ON THE BIBLE, 
CATROHISM HOW BRON IS, No 1, 2 cts. 
0. 
INNBRS, No. 2, 8 cts. 

QUESTIONS ON ON GOSPELS INE NY FOR BIBLE 

QUESTIONS OW ON THE LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS, 


THE BOOK OF @ 
Shi ee 





EN 
Books suited for SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
WORK. 
Please address all orders to pegteer ans EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH BOOK DEPOSITORY, No. 1224 CHESTNUT 
Street, Philadelphia, 





CORRESPONDENCE 
AMERICAN £UNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1129 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





school which will contribute an equal amount, 
thus securing a permanent Missionary, from 
whom each school shall receive a monthly re- 
3. Any school or individual contributing 
money to supply poor and needy Sunday- 
schools with books, shall, for every $10, re- 
ceive from the Missionary through whose 
hands the books are sent, a letter giving an 
account of the school or schools thus aided, 
when a desire to receive such letter is ex- 
pressed, at the time of making the contribu- 
on. 
Responses to this appeal, or letters of in- 
quiry may be addressed to 
REV. R. B. WESTBROOK, 
Secretary of Missions, 
1122 Cuestyet St., PHILaDELPHiaA. 
REV. J. H. BURTIS, 
Associate Secretary, 
375 Broapway, New York Crry. 
Paitapetpna, March 1, 1859. 


or to 





For the Sunday-School Times. 
QUESTIONS FOR A BIBLE CLASS. 


BY A PASTOR. 


THE TABERNACLE. 
HAT was the Court of the Tabernacle? 
What were its dimensions? Exodus 
27: 18. 
How long was a cubit? 
What is meant by “the hangings?” 
dus 27: 9. 
Were they of close or open net-work? — 
How high were they ? 
How many pillars were there, and how sup- 
ported? Exodus 27: 10. 
Cf what material were the pillars made ® 
Exodus 27: 10. 
Was there any difference between ancient 
brass and modern ? 
What were the “ hooks” and “ fillets ?” 
What is meant by the “ pins of the court ?” 
Exodus 27: 19; Isaiah 54: 2. 
At which end was the entrance? Exodus 
27: 13-14, 
What were the arrangements of this end? 
Exodus 27: 15-16. ; 
What was the spiritual significancy of the 
Court? 
What was the first object a man encounter- 
ed on entering the Court of the Tabernacle ? 
What is the first thing a sinner encounters 
on seeking to enter the Church of Christ? 
What is an altar? 
What were the dimensions of this altar? 
Exodus 27: 1. 
Of what material, and why? 
With what overlaid ? 
What were the “horns?” Exodus 27: 2. 
What was the “ net-work” spoken of? Ex- 
odus 27: 4. 
To what were the “rings” attached ? 
Why did not the altar take fire? 
What came next after the altar? 
Of what was it made? Exodus 38: 8. 
What was its size, shape and use? 
What after justification is the sinner’s next 
necessity ? 
After entering the court, and passing the 
altar, and the Laver, what was next before 


Exo- 


“What is the meaning of the word “ Taber- 
nacle ?” 
What were ite dimensions? Exodus 36: 
20-23. 
How many boards were there, and how put 
togeth 36: 31-32. 


? Bead 





1. The work is of sufficient magnitude to 
demand the co-operation of all our Sunday- 
schools. Three or four millions of our Ame- 
rican youth have no Sunday-schools, or other 
means of religious instruction. Some ti 


How thick were these boards ? 

Of what material were these sockets made? 

How many boards at the western end, and 
how adjusted ? 





with a large population have not a single 
school, and many other counties have very 
few. Multitudes of American children are 
growing up in practical heathenism. 

2. To plant and sustain Sunday-schools is 
a work that children can understand. Their 
personal knowledge and weekly privileges, 
show them just what is implied in planting 
a Sunday-school where none now exist. 

3. The results or fruits of this form of be- 
nevolence are plain, and the returns quick. 
Ohildren, especially, need to know that they 
are doing good now, that they may not be 
discouraged, but stimulated to do more. We 


Hew was the eastern end arranged? Ex- 
odus 36; 37-38. 

What is meant by “under the taches?” 
Exodus 26: 33. 

How was the tabernacle divided? Exodus 
26: 31-33. 

What is meant by the “hooks ?” 

: 32. 
' How were the two apartments severally de- 
signated? Hebrews 9; 2-3. 

What were the dimensions, severally? See 
Rey. 21: 16 


Exodus 





Gop’s Provipence.—He who sends the storm 





steers the vessel.— Adam. 


= M rip ded for publication in book- 
form, er letters relating in any way to the editorship 
of the books of the Society, should be addressea to 
FREDERICK A. PACKARD, Editor. 
4&@ Communications intended for insertion in any 
of the periodicals, or relating in any way to their edito- 
rial management, should be addressed to 
JOHN 8. HART, Editor. 
&@ Communications relating in any way to the Mis- 
sionary Department, should be addressed to 
Rev. R. B. WESTBROOK, 
Secretary of Missions, 
or to REV. J. H. BURTIS, 
Associate Secretary. 
&@ Letters containing names of subscribers, or rela 
ting to business, and all letters containing money, 
whether intended for the Missionary or the Business 
dep: it, should be add d to 
F WALDRON J. CHEYNEY, Treasurer. 








T HE LIFE-STORY OF A REMARKABLE MINISTER, 
ix@- The first thousand sold in less than two weeks. 
THIRD THOUSAND NOW READY. 





THE LIFE AND LABORS OF THE 
REV. DANIEL BAKER, D.D., 
PASTOR AND EVANGELIST. 


Prepared for the Press by his the Rev. Wmuam M. 
Danan. With a Fortrait 
One volume, 8vo. Price, $1 25. 

This memoir will be found to be of surpassing interest, 
and will be eagerly read, not only by the numerous 
friends of Dr. Baker, but by Christians of every denomi- 
nation. Probably no man, since the days of Whitefield, 
has had so many seals to his ministry ; for at least twenty 
thousand souls were converted under his preaching. 

NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 
To this volume we can give our most 
dation. It is the life-story of one of the most remarkable 
eS ee produced, told with 


a vivacity and which scarcely flags from 

ning toend. Dr. Baker was eminently “ sui ” 
He was like nobody else, and nobody else can be like him. 
The volume is 


"mm GENERAL PROTESTANT 1 EPISCOPAL 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
AND 


CHURCH BOOK SOCIETY. 
The REV. F. D. HARRIMAN, Agent, 
762 Broadway, New York, 


ow Publis : 


384 at $74 00 

LARGER LARKARY, Nomad 1° 
ZANE, «Red Muslin, mac® 12.00 
STAND. GLI BIBLES, from 25c. to 50 00 
PRAYER BOOKS, from 10c. to 12 00 


PRICES REDUCED. 
—s CHURCHMAN’S DIARY FOR 1859, in white a 


mite GnbWonMAN'S Dra BEART, containing pe 


25 « 
era ss - 
CLERGY AND PARISH , in paper 
cavers, 15 « 
“ “ “ in stiffmuslin, 25 “ 

Just Published, 


OFFICES OF DEVOTION FOR BUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 
By the Rev. WM. >a 
Price per hundred, - athe 
"lt also Publishes : 
THE LIVES OF THE BISHOPS. 
BY THE REV. J. N. NORTON. 
FOURTEEN NEAT YOLUMES MES 16mo., each ILLUSTRATED 


With a Fins Stax 


$3 00 









f Emb. Fancy Mus. 
THE LIFE OF WHITE, 25e. 0c. 
THE LIFE OF GRISWOLD, 25c. 30c. 
THE LIFE OF Be. 30c. 
THE LIFE OF 25e. 30c. 
THE LIFE OF 25c. 30c. 
THE LIF Va., 25c. 30c. 
THE LIFE OF 2c. 30c. 
THE LIPE OF 25e. 30c. 
THE LIFE 25c. 30c. 
THE LIFE O) 30c. 
THE LIFE 0) 30c. 
LIFE OF 25c. 30c. 
THE LIFE OF 0c. 30c. 
THE LIFE OF Ww, =. = 
THE LIFEOF 
THE LIFE L Duyckinck, 
in press. 
ba LIFE OF BISHOP BOWEN, by Rev. J. N. Norton, 
in press, 
THE LIFE OF BISHOP FREEMAN, « « 


THE LIFE OF BISHOP BASS, - 
THE LIFE OF BISHOP STEWART, of Quebec, “ 


Re 


ALSO, 

THE “A. L. O. E.” LIBRARY. 

Fourteen beautiful Volumes, 18mo, bound in Fancy Mus- 
lin, with fine Engravings. 

WINGS AND STINGS, - : e . 
THE GIANT-KILLER, - 
THE ROBY FAMILY. Sequel to the Giant-Killer. 
THE YOUNG PILGRIM, - 
WALTER SEeaeaT Pais - - - 


CLAREMO 
THE STORY OF A NEEDLE, - ° 


HEROIS) : 
RAMBLES OF A Char, * ila 
THE MINE, 

OLD FRIENDS WITH NEW FACES, 
PRECEPTS IN PRACTICE, 

In Preparation. 
BEN SYLVESTER’S WORD. By Miss Yonge, authoress 


eget teens 





Lape 


of “ Heir of 
LITTLE FOOTPR: ON THE OLD CHURCH PATHS. 
A NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL CLASS-BOOK FOR TEACH- 
BELLE; 


or, The Promised Blessing. 
WARFARE AND WORK. By the author of “ Passing 


THE ao BEARER. 

HENRY OF OAKDALE. 

Ley JACK, THE FAULT-KILLER. 

PARABLES FROM NATURE. First Series, by Mrs. 

P. ILES FROM NATURE. Second Series.  “ 

WORLDS NOT REALIZED. By Mrs. Gatty. 

THE PROVERBS ILLUSTRATED. “ 
AUNT JUDY'S TALES. = 

THE LIFE OF FATHER NASH. By Rey.J.N. Norton. 

ISLE OF WIGHT STORIES. 

ANJOU’S HISTORY OF THE SWEDISH REFORMA- 
TION. Translated by the Rev. Henry M. Mason, D. D. 
About 600 12mo. In press. 

200 of Ite Pu are suitable for all denomi- 
nations. unsislaetidaanen, oot gratis, on applica- 


It also keeps constantly on hand an assortment of 
es = Theological, Devotional, and Miscellaneous 


"ie - a market will be furnished to order, 
enh ds oo wound pete. 

*,* Special attention is given to the selection of Parish 
and Sunda Libraries. Full files of ALL the 


names and address im the CLERGY REGISTER, kept for 
that purpose. Address orders to 
REV. F. D. By Agent, 

62 Broadway, New York. 





SINGING IN SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 
Plymouth Sunday-School Collection 
OF HYMNS AND TUNES, 
Prepared by John Zundel and H. E. Matthews, 
Containing the best collection of Hymns and Tunes for 
bath-Schools. 


A. 8. B. & B, publish, also— 
“LEE AVENU COLLECTION OF HYMNS,” in three 


pla Moutil Col COLLECTION OF HYMNS AND TUNES, 
DK. CHEEVER’S CHRISTIAN MELODIES, 50 cts 


REVIVAL HYMNS AND — selected from - 
mouth Collection. Price 15 c mh 5- 





! Space Sonia’ Mone of 
. Baker, get it as soon as you 
Zan, anit wil not sy road for read it you, w if 
Se ae hh eee hands.—Tue Pressyter, Crncin- 





THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


This Society was organized in 1824, and incorporated 


in 1845. 


It is a National Sunday-School Missionary Society, 
posed of individual Christians of all the leading 








‘Wo ave in thin eae the + record of a man to 
Godt imvtramen dare Episcopal 


or elsew ‘always had 


most manifest revival infil —Texas C 


Evangelical d inati It is the only direct mis- 
sionary agency to the neglected children of the United 
States, and is a necessity of the times and of the coun- 
try; its mission being one which can be successfully 





t 
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WORKS BY REV. DR. BAKER. 
REVIVAL “SERMONS. First Series. 12mo. Sixth 
Thousand. Price, $1 00. 





REVIVAL SERMONS. Second Series. 12mo, Fourth 
Thousand. With a fine steel Portrait. Price, $1 00. 


BAPTISM IN A ta ag For the Masses. B. 


the same au! limp. Second Thousand. 
Price, 16 cents 
the Ad books will be sent by mail, free of 


these 
Tay aed of the price. 


Hehe WILLIAM 8. & ALFRED MARTIEN, 
No, 606 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 


Publi 





MUSIC. 

Each number of the Sunday-School Banner, and each 
number of the Gazette, contains a piece of MUSIC, 
adapted for Sunday-school singing. 

The “ Banner” is furnished monthly, at the very low 
rate of Five Cents per annum, where one hundred copies 
are taken. 

The “ Gazette,” Eight Cents per annum where one hun- 
dred copies are taken. 





WEBSTER’S SPEJ.LING BOOK. 
Hon. Jefferson Davis made the following remarks re- 


books - 

Weber” 

a IE Es po 
ebeter’s Yankee ling Book.” 


More than 1,000,000 are sold. 
Published by D. APPLETON & & OO., New York. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
PUBLISH A SABBATH-SCHOOL LIBRARY, 
Consisting of 210 volumes, on the following terms >— 
In half roan binding (Sabbath-School style), $41,65. 
In full muslin, 49,90. 
Any portion of this Library may be purchased for cash, 
with a discount of 25 per cent., from the Catalogue price, 
provided the gross amount be not less than twelve dollars. 
Catalogues sent if desired. 
JOSEPH P. ENGLES, 
Publishing Agent, 
No. 821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





THE SABBATH SCHOOL BELL.—A new 


el 
mg This book contains Sante 39 
and is one of the best collections 





+ Philadelphia, 2193 


P ted only en union principles. 

The Society has two departments,—the Missionary 
Department, and the Book Department. The Missionary 
Department and the Book Department are distinct in their 
finances. The accounts are kept separate, and the moneys 
are kept separate. The Book Department sustains itself 
on business principles. The Missionary Department is 
entirely dependent on the contributions of the Christian 
community, and no contributions, intended for the mis- 


CHEAP EDITION 
or 
HISTORICAL TALES 
FOR 
YOUNG PROTESTANTS. 


THE 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 





“If we would have uniformity, we must adopt Web- 
ster, for HE CANNOT BE DISPLACED, but others may be.”— 
Prov. Stowe. 

“SAVE THE BIBLE, 
Webster’s Dictionary has received more recom- 
mendations of its HIGH PRACTICAL IMPORTANCE than any 
other book in the world.”—Fre. JouRNAL. 
Published by G. Ss. MERRIAM, Springfield, Mass. 
Sold by all booksellers 


“ALH0, 
WEBSTER’S SCHOOL DICTIONARIES. 





PERKINPINE & HIGGINS, 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
No. 56 NORTH FOURTH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
Have and intend keeping constantly on hand all the Sab- 
bath-school publications of the 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

embracing some 

TWELVE HUNDRED 
different volumes of Libraries, in addition to a large as- 
sortment of Sabbath-school peng GH &c., &o 
together with a very extensive and choice se! ot 
Juvenile Works, selected with great ae with th special 
reference to the wants of Sabbath-sc! 

JUST PUBLISHED, 
THE ANNIVERSARY Ss “wer hong the latest and 

best collection of 


.. &c., suitable 

for Sabbath-«c'! yg a "Edition. Re 

vised and Improved. By Rev. ‘Sevten Heston. Price 38 
cents, Sent, post-paid, 


on receipt of retail price. tf 





THE UNDERSIGNED WOULD RESPECTFULLY 
call the attention of all the friends of Christian Education, 
west of the Mississippi, to the following 


LIBERAL PROPOSITION: 


a erly hg eats, Mates es sarin 
Ba! supply part, with Libraries, 
first two New Sunday Schools tha that shall be duly organized 
in each County, ona report it to the undersigned, to the 
following extent, and on oe following conditions, viz:— 

I. If the School shall consist of Five Teachers and 
Twenty-five ae he will give the Half of a Ten- 
po sang ao ry—the School, or its friends, paying for the 

II. If the School shall consist of Ten Teachers and 
5 dame =) he will give the Half , oy @ Twenty-Dollar 
Li he School paying the other half. 

All — = ~~ — Aer north of the State of 
Louisiana, and — River, is embraced 
2s this Soipeciiion, na ry vat hold good during the year 


the report must embrace the following particulars, 
via— 

1. The name and location of the School 

= The name and post-office address of the Superinten- 


3. The date of its zation. 

4. The number of and Teachers. 

5. How, and to whose care, the Books should be sent. 
Pn seltoation money required trom the School must accompany 
e ap 

Each School should raise some two or three dollars, in 
addition to what is — for the Library, for the ne- 
cessary Instruction Books; Hymn Books, &c. But this is 
not a condition of receiving | the donation. 

On the the Books will be imme- 
psi sent, according to directions, to all entitled to 
them. 

The Books with which these orders will be filled are the 
Four Ten-Dollar Libraries published by the American 
Sunday-School Union, each clcniaien 100 select volumes, 
of + 72 to 288 pages, substantially = The vo- 
lumes are all ly numbered, and ready use; and 
each Library will be accompanied by 24 baie Cata- 


ees | Books will ordinarily do for a 





School of 25 

Ey Sater mag ee ig 12 cents. 
6 First Readers, at 3 cents, _— 
6 Usten Speting Bests, of 9 coat, “asf 
6 Union at 8 cents, “a 
6 Child’s Scripture ® Quectionsat cents, $8 ¢ 
25 Sunday School Child’s s « 
: Pat 3: 

t's pA ong na at 1234 cents, 3 « 
1 Union Bible Dictionary, 65 * 
Tickets, 6 « 


authorized, by the Executive Committee of the 
Minor Bible Bock , to say that from one to two dozen 
Testaments will be added to 


in compliance with 

is cherished that all benevolent persons re- 
siding in the above territory, who may chance to see this 
notice, will use their influence to have | the Schools or- 
ganized in 


® ptly 





re 
A A. W. COREY, 
Superintendent of Missions for the Valley of the 
Mississippi, 
No. 9 South Fifth Street, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 





BURNS & SIEG, 
CHURCH BOOKSELLERS, 
800 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
Have the balance of the edition of 
ADDRESSES ON SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 
Containing: I. The usee and advantages of Sunday- 
o .: by oe Potter. 
Teacher's Encourage- 
_= Rev. Dr. Dorr. 
Ill. The onli ions, Duties and Qualifica- 
tions of Sunday-school Teachgra, by the 
Rey. Dr. Morton. 
IV. The Efficient Sunday-school Teacher, by 
Bishop Clark. 
Price 38 cents—sent by Mail on receipt of the price. 
Address, for any Religious Book published in this country 
or England, orders to BURNS & SIEG, 
Philadelphia. 





UNION PRAYER MEETING HYMNS. 
A New Edition of this popular little Hymn Book 
NOW READY FOR SALE. 


This book was prepared last spring, under the advice 
of several clergymen of different denominations, to meet 
the want felt in the prayer meetings in Jayne’s Hall. It 
soon found its rot into the daily prayer meetings in the 
Row a a. of the United States, thence into the 

‘owns and Vil! 

Sa Gabel n*) “fourteen hymns have been added to 
those contained in the first edition, thus making a col- 
lection, which, while it is so small as to be carried in 
p—. vest pocket, » eon all the hymns in use among 





sionary work, are ever applied towards the publi 

of books. 

Within the last seven years, the Society, through the 
labors of its missi ies, bas d 14,000 new 
Sunday-schools, containing more than 500,000 children, 
and 90,000 teachers. Besides this, it has visited, en- 
couraged, and supplied with books, a still larger number 
of previously existing schools. 

The work of the Book Department is to make and 
furnish books and other religious publications neces- 
sary in the prosecution of the above-named missionary 
work. The prices of these publications are so arranged as 
merely to sustain this department of the Society's ope- 
rations, and not with a view of creating revenue. 

The work of the Missionary Department is to plant a 
Sunday-school wherever there is a destitute population, 
and to aid in the support and improvement of already 
existing schools: There are, according to the common 
computation, not less than 4,000,000 of children in the 
United States who are out of the Sunday-school, and 
their cry, “Come and help us,” comes from every section 
of the country. The calls for assistance, also, from existing 
feeble schools, are increasingly numerous and pressing. 
For want of pecuniary means, itisir  ssible to respond 
favorably to more than one-fourth of tie calls. 

The Society has totally abandoned xpensive and 
objectionable system of employing agen. . solicit funds. 
For these reasons, 

We ask all Pustors to lay befo.. -heir congregations 
once a year, the claims of the neglected children, and to 
forward their collections, however small, to the Treasurer 
of the Society. 

We ask Superintendents and Teachers to present the 
cause to their Sunday-schools, and to interest the chil- 
dren in this, the most appropriate channel for their 
benevolence. 

We ask individuals to forward their donations, large or 
small, without waiting to be called upon. 





hymns s are all Purely devotional. Christia: 
may wll nd the good old hymns which they have lowed 
from their childhood, side by side with those of more re- 
cent date. Among them will be found hymns suitable 
for the daily prayer meeting, the church, evening lec- 
ture or social meeting, the family altar, aud the private 
devotions of the Christian. 

Published and for sale in different st yles of binding by 

THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 Chestnut St., Philadeiphia. 
For sale by all booksellers. 

“The Amerrcan SunDAY-ScHooL Union have issued anew 
and enlarged edition of this excellent little work. 

The Hymns are spiritual, devotional, and evangelical. 
A good work is — done for religion.”— Presbyterian 
Banner and Advocate 

“THe AMERICAN Suwpar-Scnoot Uston has hublished an 
excellent collection of Union Prayer-Meeting Hymna, 
which is sold cheap, and is Just the ‘thing for social meet- 
ings. It is used in the Fulton street, and other prayer- 
meetings in this city.”—Christian Intelligencer, New York 

“We have received a copy of this compact, yet compre- 
hensive little hymn book. We first made its acquaint- 
ance in the rooms of the Christian Association, and think 
it a most convenient little manual.’"—Mon’s Advocate, 
Portland, Me. 

“A Ongar Hymn Boox.—The Amcrican Santor Sta 
Union has issued ‘ Union 4, oh. Meeting H. 

211 pages contain 267 hymns.”"— al Halts. 

“Union PRAYER MEETING Sete .—This is an admirable 
collection of hymns. This collection, 267 in number, it is 
stated in the preface, has been made up from the various 

Hymn Books at present in use am. 2 Er 


lical Chris- 
ny A. The bs Soe are devotional in 


ange 
eir character, every 
sane peians by some appropriate text of Scripture, 
hich-strikes us as a very beaut arrangement. It is 
eiagted, 2 tte title im) om Se oe use of Union Prayer 
Meetings.” —Central C’ Herald. 





THE YOUNG MEN’S MAGAZINE, 
EDITED BY RICHARD C. MCCORMICK. 

The contributions to this popular M: are from 

the best writers in the ae. number also 

contains a full and — ae See of the Transactions 


4 Young Men’s Assoc! us and secular), in 
it pref the wri “The follow are selected from 





We ask those who are arranging for the disposition of 
their property after death, to remember “the Society that 
takes care of neglected children.” 


The legal form of bequest is as follows :—“ I give and 
bequeath to the American Sunday-School Union, esta- 





Wished in the city of Philadelphia, ——— dollars.” 
Persons desiring information concerning the Missionary 
De t, or aasi in p ting the claims of the 


Tustitution, should address Rev. R. Bh WestTsroox, Secre- 
tary of Missions, 1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, or 
Rev. J. H. Buntis, Associate Secretary. 

Ail moneys should be directed to WaLpRon J. Cuzryey, 





Treasurer, American Sunday-School Union, Philadelphia 





of the press: 

eee having * dop>ts about the merits of this 
journal, we have come to consider it as one of the most 
sensible and useful periodicals of its class which has ever 
made its appearance.”—NV. F. Daily News. 

“The Yor Men’s Magazine is replet t! most 
excellent baoaggg a from m the dy best 
writers in the country, 
some and instructive. oo Sufle (N. Wie te Weekly Times. 


“Our ang men, if they want something worth yead- 
ing, can better than to subscribe for this work.” 
Columbus (0.) Gazette. agate 

Texus—$1,50 per annum. 


Ten copies to one address, $1,00, 





N. A. CALKINS, Publisher, 
Hs way, N. ¥. 





PERIODICALS 
OF THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
1122 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


A Wrexty Reicious Parer ror Sapnatn-Scnoor Tzacu- 
ERS, PARENTS, AND ALL WHO ARE ENGAGED OR INTERESTED 
IN THE RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF THE YouNG. 

This paper has been commenced at the earnest solicita- 
sion of a number of the most prominent and active friends 
of tie Sabbath-School cause in our country. 

Tae Sunpay-Scmoo. Tres is not issued with a view ot 
creating a revenue, It is simply self-supporting. 

No Contributions to the Society are appropriated to the 
support of this paper, or to any other of the Society's pub- 
lications. 

Published weekly on the following exceedingly low 
terms :— 





1 Copy, per year, - 2 = id : $1.00 

6 Copies, per year, toone address, = - 5.00 
25 “ “ be “« e 20.00 
a6 « a ad sad - 87.60 
1 0 * ” = a - 70.00 


SPECIAL TERMS TO SUNDAY-8CHOOLS. 

Any number of copies wanted by a Sunday- 
school will be put up to a single address, and 
sent by mail, postage pre-paid, for one dollar 
per copy. 

SPECIAL TERMS TO CONGREGATIONS. 

Where twenty copies or upwards are wanted 
by a Congregation, they will be put up to a sin- 
gle address, and sent by mail, postage pre-paid, 
for one dollar per copy. 


THE YOUTH’S SUNDAY-SCHOOL GAZETTE, 


A MONTHLY paper for children, printed on fine paper 
and highly embellished. 





Prices at the Depositories. 
10 Copies, per year, to one address, - - - $1,00. 
50 Copies, per year, to one address, - - - 4,50. 
100 Copies, per year, to one address, - - 8,00. 


Prices when sent by mail with the postage pre-paid, 
15 Copies, per year, to one address,- - -  $2,00. 
50 Copies, per year, to one address, - - - 6,00. 

100 Copies, per year, to one senna, ~ - - 11,00. 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER, 

A WEEKLY paper for children, printed on less expen- 

sive paper than the Gazette, but containing a portion 

of the cuts and matter of the Gazette, with other matter 
of its own. 

The Banner may be had also Montaty, Sxmi-Montatr, 
or THREE TIMES A Monta, at the option of the eubscriber. 








Prices at the Depositories. 


Monthly. Semi- Three Weekly 

Monthly. timesa 

month. 
10 Copies, per year, 65. $1,30. $1,95.  $2,60. 
50 Copies, per year, 75. $5,50. $8,25. $11,00. 
100 Copies, per year, $5,00. $10,00. $15,00. $20,00. 


Prices when sent by mail with the postage pre-paid, 


Monthly. Semi- Three Weekly. 
Monthly. times a 
, month. 
15 Cepies, per year, $1,50. $3,00. $450.  $6,00. 
50 Copies, per year, 34,25. $8,50. $12.75. $17,00. 


100 Copies, per year, $8,00. $16,00. $24,00, $32,00. 





In most of the cities and large towns of the United 
States, subscribers may make arrangements with the 
Periodical booksellers of the place in which they live, 
for obtaining these children’s papers at the publication- 
prices, withont charge for freight or postage. Where 
this cannot be done, the papers are sent by mail. 
Payment for all these Periodicals invariably in 

advance. 





SMITH, ENGLISH & CO., 


BOOKSELLERS, PUBLISHERS AND IMPORTERS, 
NO. 40 NORTH SIXTH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Pe. em of Clergymen, Sabbath<«chool Teachers, 
and the religious community generally is respectfully 
invited to our large and select stock of 


THEOLOGICAL AND RELIGIOUS BOOKS, 


Suitable for Ministers, Parish or Sabbath«chool Libra- 
ries and general readers, and all for sale at the lowest 
cash prices. tf 


REPORT OF CONVENTION. 


COMsIN UE, ) 








THURSDAY EVENING. 


The Convention met at 7*4 P. M., Ex-Mayor Lampert 
in the Chair. 


The 255th Hymn, ‘The morning light is breaking,” 
was sung. 

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Curtis, of Philadelphia : 

The President stated that the evening would be occu- 
pied with brief speeches, (three to five minutes,) about 
the interest of Sabbath-schools, and more particularly 
what has been done during this glorious revival in dif- 
ferent parts of our land in regard to the conversion of 
children. 

Mr. Ricker, of Coluubus, Ohio : 

Having been detained by an accident on the railroad, 
took this late opportunity to give some few statistics in 
regard to the Sunday- eh which he represented. The 
Columbus Union Sunday-school Association numbers 17 
schools of nearly a dozen different denominations, 2,292 
scholars, 271 teachers, and 361 members of Bible Classes. 
=~ Association meets quarterly at one or another of the 

din the A and at these 
pone nn various topics connected with Lodepesheet 
instruction are discussed, reports are made from all the 
schools, and by members appointed to visit different por- 
tions into which the city is districted by the Sun ay- 
school Association 

Rev. Mr. Russet1, of New Hampshire : 

Mr. President,—The Sabbath-school enterprise in New 
Hampshire is greatly loved and honored; I think there 
is no State in which this enterprise is more efficient and 
successful. Our Sal h-schvols during the past year 
have been greatly on of God, At all our Sabbath- 
school conventions, reports of the most cheering charac- 
ter have come to us from every quarter. Nearly all the 
Sabbath-schools have been visited by the influences of 
the Divine Spirit, and scores of those connected with 
them have been brought into sweet and cheerful sub- 
mission to the Lord Jesus Christ. The Sabbath-school 
under my pastoral supervision has been blessed in a re- 

markable manner. I think I have bp ipod known a = 
of grace so decisive in its charact 
its nature, as that with which that ‘ssheol has been vit: 
ed. This work of grace has taken nearly all the children 
of the Sabbath-school above eight years of age, and 
brought them, as we trust, into hag ‘old of the Saviour, 
and made them the lambs of H is flock, the heirs of His 
everlasting kingdom. I could gives were there time, most 
interesting reports relating to individual cases of conver- 
sion in that Sabbath-school. I will relate one or two 
cases. 

Among those who have been hopefully converted is a 
little girl about mine years of age. She went home one 
evening from oue of our meetings, and said te her mother, 
“Mother, the minster told us this evening, that we had 
no right to wait, no right to presume upon the future; 
and I feel as though I must become a Christian this night 
—as though I could not retire to rest and close my eyes 
in sleep until | have become a Christian.'’ Her mother 
talked with her, endeavoring to explain to her the wa: 
of salvation. She then knelt down and prayed wit 
her ; and the little child prayed for herself; and then and 
there, as we believe—as all in that community believe— 
ba little girl becaine a child of God, a lamb in Christ's 

‘old. 


Take another case. There is in that Sabbath-school a 
little boy, about eight years of age, who gives exceedingly 
ats evidence of having passed from death tanto life 

© is the son of a gentleman who is one of the most in- 
fluential men in that community, but who is decidedly 
¢ to vital liness in all its forms. Yet that 

id trusts that he has embraced the Saviour, and is 
prepared to face all, opposition in his allegiance to that 

our. It would do your hearts good to see that youth 
rise in the prayer-meetings, and pray for the conversion 
of men of influence—of fathers, especially, who have no 
fear of God before their eyes, no family worship, and are 
exerting no influence upon their offspring in favor of 
Christ and his service. 

Among those in that Sabbath-Sehool who have been 
hopefully converted is a young man—a very interesti 
young man,—but regard to fern we entertaine 
many fears, in quence of a specula- 
tive turn of mind ; we were ve seb strat that in his 
speculative ip uiries he would ose sight of the way of 
eternal life. But his mother came to me one day, and 
said, “I have evidence that Heuary will be converted.” 

I asked her, “How so?” I thought that the woman, 











perhaps, was enthusiastic, or at leastexcited. Said she, 
“Last night | felt a great burden roll off from my soul, 
and I know that Henry will be converted.’ A few days 
after, we learned that this youth had given evidence of 
piety, and ¢xpressed hope in the Lord Jesus Christ; and 
wh ie we —— to inquire as to the time and circum- 
earned that it was at this very time when 

hist poms Ne was wrestling with God in behalf of her son, 
and felt this great benden roll off from her soul. 

Oh! my Christian friends, there is power in prayer— 
in that prayer which wells up from a burdened heart 
and ap agonized soul; and God asks such prayer. 


Mr. Raurs Weis, of New York: 
The subject of answers to prayer has been very promi- 
nently brought befor us in connection with the salva- 












epee 























tion of the young. A little incident—a great one in the 
sight of Heaven—occu: to mea year since, which I 
never shall forget, and which strengthened my own faith 
in wrestling, earnest, perseverin, = er. 

Called in the providence of God, n Fb summer season, 
for six successive summers, to be in a small village on 
the banks of the Hudson, I met weekly, Sabbath after 
Sabbath night, with a little company, never over seven, 
met to pray for the salvation of souls. For seven long 
years, there was but one addition to thatchureh, The 
gospel seemed to be faithfully preached. They were dis- 
couraged, despairing, giving up. I returned to the city 
in October. At the last prayer-meeting which I attended 
in the village, there was one came whom | had not seen 
there before; there were eight, I think, that evening. 
About a week afterwards, the oldest elder in the church 
came down, and said he was —* sell his place and 
move away ; he could not live in that neighborhood any 
longer ; he thought he wasofnouse there. Three weeks 
after, however, he came into my office in Wall street, the 
tears rolling down his cheeks. I saw that something 
great was the matter with him, As soon as I was at 
leisure, he came to me and said, “Brother, (would you 
believe it?) the heavens are opened ; the shower is de- 
scending ; Our prayers, continued for seven long years, 
are at last heard. The young girl who came into the 
prayermesting the last Sabbath you were with us is 
converted to God. She has gone out into the highways 
and hedges; she has brought in one and another We 
have now eighteen under deep conviction of sin; and it 
was my privilege to stand up in our little congregation 
of about one hundred and count over thirty souls hope- 
fully converted to God.” 

I say, Christian brethren, never despair; pray on; 
God will appear at last, though long delayed—the hea- 
vens will open—if you only pray in faith. 

Mr. ABRAHAM Martin, of Philadelphia: 

Mr President, I have not opened my lips to address the 
Convention during its whole session To-day, when we 
had under discussion the duties of Sabbath-school Teach- 
ers, I felt anxious to propose an addition to the resolution; 
but I did not like to say a word in consequence of its be- 
ing suggested by the Committee of Arrangements that the 
brethren of Philadelphia should keep still. I felt anx- 
ious that there should be appended to the resolution a 
recommendation that every Sabbath-school Teacher 
should, from day to day, present atthe mercy-seat some 
particular boy or girl of hisclass. I may relate a case that 
has come within my knowledge. A brother in Philadel- 
phia had charge of eleven boys. The first one was named 
Willam, The teacher wrote ona strip of paper, ‘ Wil- 
liam,’’ and during that day the case of William was 
presented at the mercy-seat Next was Robert, then 
James, then George. Day after day, that teacher had a 
case at the merey-seat. When he had gone over the 
eleven, he commenced again, with the first. Now, I 
want to say, for the information of all the brothers and 
sisters engaged in this noble enterprise, that that man 
had the great satisfaction of bebolding every boy in that 
class brought into the kingdom. I should like every 
teacher to remember this ease, and to bear in mind the 
importance of presenting, day after day, some one boy 
or girl individually before Him who has promised to 
hear prayer. 

There is another matter on which I felt anxious tosay 
a word, but refrained. I desire that every brother should 
go home from this Convention with the full determina- 
tion, under God, to do what he can in his congregation 
towards inducing others to engage in this fiele of labor. 
it is marvelous what a multitude of Christian men 
and Christian women stand aloof from this important 
work Why I some time ago entered a church number- 
ing five hundred communicants, and found in the base- 
ment eight classes destitute of teachers ! 

Sometime ago I asked a lady if she would not takea 
class in a mission-school. What do you think was her 
answer? ‘‘If I dothatI shall be obliged to give up my 
nap in the afternoon!’’ Only think of it! Rather than 
take a class in a mission-school, and tell children the 
story of salvation, that woman would lie upon the sofa, 
or bed, and go to sleep! 

Now, my dear friends, we ought to think of this sub- 
ject. We are not to live always; and while we live, 
oh! let us live to some purpose! Let every man and 
every woman in this hall resolve to-night that some- 
thing beyond what they have ever done shall be done 
hereafter. Ob! think of the multitudes all around us, 
in our cities and throughout our beloved country who 
are destitute of the knowledge of that blessed volume 
given to usby God. 

A DeLeaate, from Massachusetts, (whose.name was 
not ascertained,) said, that these gray beads moved his 
heart; he rejeiced to see them still in the work from 
year to year. He knew a good old man living among 
the Green Mountains, whom he had seen at the age of 
eighty years instructing aclass of old men over seventy. 

Last Saturday, a week ago, (continued the speaker,) 
that venerable man died, in the blessed hope of eternal 
life. To honor him as “the Sunday-school teacher of 
the Mountains,’’ such men as Gov. Briggs, Speaker 
Rockwell, President Humphreys, and others had come 
a great distance, and in company with a crowded con- 
gregation heard a sermon an hour long upon the work 
which that blessed man had done in leading many souls 
to God. Oh! how faithfully he has labored since 1522 
He was working every Sabbath, when at home ; for he 
represented his town more than twenty years in the 
Massachusetts Legislature. He did not cease his Sun- 
day-Sehool labors till compelled, vy the decrepitade of 
age, to stay at home. He led many to Christ. My own 
mother was one of his scholars when he taught the Bible 
class. He died; and as his last breath was going from 
him, he said, “I am going home; it is all right.” 

Another circumstance I wish to relate, if 1 am not oc- 
cupying too much time. I call to mind the time when I 
was a poor boy, traveling over the mountains, driving 
a flock of sheep to Boston, and leaving my home, never 
perhaps to return. A good old man overtook me. We 
had never met before—were entire strangers; but he 
came up to me, and said in the kindest tone, ‘‘ My dear 
boy, do you love the Savior?’ ‘ Iam a member of the 
church,” replied I, ‘‘a church which I am leaving, ex- 
pecting never toreturn., I am driving this flock of sheep 
from the Green Mountains of the far West; and oh! 1 
fee] sad and weary!" “ My dear boy,’’ said he, “don't 
you know that the Great Shepherd of the sheep has a 
thousand times more care for youand for your soul than 
you have for this flock? Oh! can’t you trast Him? 
Oh! why don’t you pray to Him? Why don’t you love 
that Saviour more? He will give you peace; He will 
give you joy; He will help you on your weary way to 
Heaven.” 

I had never seen that man before, and have never seen 
him since. But I would start this night and go all the 
way there on foot to see that good man, were he alive, 
and to thank him that he then took me in his embrace 
as it were, and directed my eyes to the Saviour. From 
that day his words have wrung in my ear. 

Rev. Dr. Wess, of New Jersey: 

Mr. President and friends :—You all see that my term 
of life is pearly at an end. [Dr. Webb was one of the 
»idest men in the Seoveenee. Whether I have worked, 
or whether I have been idle, the time to give in my ac- 
eountis at hand. I do not expect to do much more work 
in the Master's vineyard ; and I feel to-night like saying, 
as one-of old said, “I die but God will be with you.” 
And, my brethren and sisters, in order that you may 
work a good work in your generation, oh! let me com- 
mend to you what has been commended to our attention 
again and again during these meetings—an attentive and 
prayerful familiarity with the Holy Scriptures. That is 
‘the sword of the Spirit.” There you find the seed to 
sow for immortality and glory. Would you be strong 
and have roots that shall sustain you in the day of trial, 
and prepare you to meet and withstand every unhal- 
lowed concussion? Be rooted and grounded in the truth 
as itis revealed to us in God's blessed Word. I could 
not but feel, when this topic was under discussion, ‘‘Oh! 
that these young men could appreciate as I do now the 
importance of committing to their hearts the Bible, in 


: the days of their youth.” The things that I learned yes- 


terday | forget to-day ; but what I learned in the days 
of my youth of that Holy Book is there still; and I live 
upon it. 

I do not, as I said, exfiect, in any department, to do 
much more work. My work is nearly done, I rejoice 
that God has permitted me to labor: and! have seen 
mugh of his blessing—many precious revivals of reli- 
gion, many conversions among the young. I have not 
lost my interest, if I have lost my power to labor. The 
cause in which you are engaged rises as my days de- 
cline ; and I expect, till my dying moments, to feel that 
the cause of Christ, the salvation of souls through the 

lessed Redeemer, is, of all on earth, that which should 
claim my heart for time and etetnity. 

May God bless you all! and make you a blessing in 
your day and generation. [Manv voices: ‘‘ Amen!’’] 

Mr. BH. C. TrumBcut, of Conn: 

In connection with the statements which have been 
made concerning gray hairs in the Sabbath-school, I 
may mention, although a young man myself, some facts 
bearing upon this topic. In Connecticut, we have in our 
Sabbath-schools 65,000 scholars of all ages, 15,000 of 
them being adults. In a Sabbath-school gathering 
which I recently attended, J saw not only those of three 
and four score, but those of well-nigh five score—almost 
a century of age. Since coming to this Convention, I 
have learned of one scholar who has just entered a Sab- 
bath-school in my State at the age of eighty-nine! Ina 
report which came to me a short time since from a little 
village-school, there was this record: That a certain 
“mother in Israel” had died at the age of eighty-three, 
“a faithful Sabbath-school scholar.” own vener- 
able teacher, ex-Chief Justice Williams, one of the Vice- 
Presidents of the American Sunday-School Union, now 
upwards of four score, is to be found each Lord’s Day, 
in charge of his Sabbath-school class. In summer and 
winter, whatever obstacles interfere, he is scarcely ever 
absent; and the young men gather around him with de- 
light, to listen to the teachings of age and experience. In 
one Sabbath-school which I attended a short time since 
in the city where he teaches, I saw a class of twenty-five 
men, their average ages being torty. Near that class 
was another of six or eight, their average ages sixty. 
One of them was an old deacon of more than fourscore 
years, who had within the last year come to take his 
place as a little child, to review those truths which 
never die, which are always fresh and new. I saw in 
another school an old lady who, for twenty-five years, 
had been a faithful and valued Sabbath-school teacher, 
leading many to the foot of the Cross; and then, when 
her health failed, and she was no longer able to instruct, 
she felt that she could not break off her connection with 
the Sunday-school, and came to take her place once 
more a8 a scholar,a position which, when I saw-her, she 
had occupied for more than two years. I thought, as I 
looked upon her, would that such a seeond childhood 
as that were in store for every Sabbath-school scholar in 
our land. 

Not long since, in the Connecticut State Prison, I saw 
the convicts passing along in their humiliating tramp, 
from their workshops to their cells. Among them was 
an old man, bowed with years, his face furrowed, not 
only with age. but with care and crime. While I was 
looking pityingly upon this aged man, whose hoary 
head was not to him “a crown of glory,’’ my attention 
was called toa young man, aot far removed, who was 
the son, as the warden told me, of the old man going on 
before. That father had taken the son, in thei 


fully understood that the Sunday-sehool is the place for 
all ages as well as for all conditions; that there is no 
uating from it, except to the right hand of God; that 
t is the place tq live in, the place to die in; that where 
God's word is studied, there gray hairs may be found as 
well asiofincy. (Applause. 
&. Ste.aer, of New Jersey: 

During a few months past, ithas been my privilege, 
while attending to the business of a New York mercan- 
tile house, to spend a number of my Sabbaths im the 
cities of the South and the West, and as we have had no 
reports in this Convention, so far as I have heard, from 
Mobile, New Orleans, Memphis, St. Louis, Chieago, Mil- 
waukie and other points westward, I will occupy a few 
moments in reporting partially for them. 

Let me say that in Mobile, and New Orleans, and Mem- 
phis, I find prevailing very much the same spirit that 
prevails in this city, and in the other Eastern cities. I 
find in St. Louis an increase of this energy and zeal and 
devotion to Christ in the cause of Sabbath-schools. While 
I was attending a meeting of the Young Men's Christian 
Association in St. Louis, a gentleman remarked, “ With 
only two exceptions, every teacher in our Mission School 
who was out of ‘the ark of safety,” is now converted to 
Christ.” Within three years, mission schools have 
grown up there, numbering from sixty scholars at the 
outset to near five hundred. I have visited Chicago, 
which, by the way is termed a “ fast’ city. Let me say, 
brethren, it is a jast city; and larger hearts, more open 
hands, more devoted men purposing to win children to 
Christ I have not found in any city in this land. So far 
as my observation has gone, it is in advance of any of 
our Eastern cities, and I have mingled with their people 
considerably. 

In the city of Chicago all the churches are sustaining 
from two to four mission schools in addition to their 
church schools. The people think very little of putting 
their hands in their pockets and making a fund to build 
a mission school-house, costing $1200. One school that 
oceupies such a place now, | saw a few Sabbaths ago 
holding their meeting in three cars upon the Rock Island 


Mr. Parpeg, New York: 

Mr. President, we are now in the last hour of this 
National Sabath-School Convention. This is the first 
time it has been our privilege to meet in the City of 
Brotherly Love, in any great Convention of the kind; 
and I would like to n" here, that in no place in the va- 
rious States where it has been my privilege to attend 
Conventions, have we ever been received more cordially 
aud warmly by the Sabbath-Schooi friends, than we 
have in this city. In no place has there been extended 
a more unbounded and munificent hospitality; in no 
pace has our intercourse been more delightful; in no 
place have we been enabled to meet in so magnificent a 
hall ; in no place have thecitizens done themselves more 
honor, or more honored us by their attendance on our 
sessions. [Applause.] In no place have we ever at- 
tended such Union Prayer Meetings; we shall ever carry 
the remembrance of them to our graves, 

We shall, asI trust, carry home from this Convention 
impulses fresh and vigorous, which will impel us on- 
ward in every duty of the Sabbath-School, and of the 
Christian life from this time forward: But we are 
barely at the threshhold of this great enterprise. Strong, 
generous, noble as may be these impulses, there is much 
more to be dune before this great work will be accom- 
plished, Sometime or other, as I expect, we shall hold 
a Convention that shall systematize this work, and lay 
out «a plaa large enough to reach every State, and every 
county, and every corner of these United States. 
While the Sunday-School is going on most prosperously 
in Philadelphia, and in many other places, there needs 
to be an aggressive work, which shall reach the most 
remote and destitute sections of the country. There 
must be a system as thorough as that which bro- 
ther Stuart and otiers of our merchants apply to 
their business. We must adopt some syst-:atic plan, 
and lay it before the people so plainly that je who runs 
may read, in order that each one may know precisely 
what to do and how to doit. The time is coming when 
we must meet the question in its most stern and practi- 
cal bearings; and with an army of Sunday-Schooi 
teachers 300,000 strong, with a church whose member- 
ship numbers not less than two millions, we are pre- 
pared, Christian friends, to go forward and occupy this 
land without delay. 

Brother Marvin said, a moment ago that it had been 
suggested that Philadelphia should keep still. Mr. Chair- 
man, we have wanted to heir from Philadelphia more 
than any other spot on the face of the globe. With Bos- 
ton and with Connecticut, with New York, with Chicago 
with Detroit, we have become familiar in our Sabbath- 
School Conventions, But with regard to Philadelphia, 
we have only known that you have a larger number of 
missions-schools, probably, than any city of your size in 
the country; that you are doing a wonderful work here 
by means of your Christian Associations, and your vig- 
orous, intelligent Sunday-School men. There is no part 
of the country from which we were so anxious to hear 
definitely and in detail, as from this very city of Phila- 
delphia. I wish we could have another day which 
might be devoted entirely to compact, thorough, de- 
tailed reports from the city of Brotherly Love. 

Mr. Meiivatne, of Peoria, Illinois: 

In Illinois we have not, as some have, our State Asso- 
ciations connected with the Sabbath-Schovls. Our 
schools are so widely separated that it is almost imposs- 
ible for us to have these. But we are doing what we 
can. In the Sabbath-School with which I am connected 
we have some two or three hundred scholars. We 

have also a mission-school. 

A gentleman has spoken of the work doing in the 
Western country through the influence of these mission- 
schools. We are trying to make use of that influence as 
much as wecan. We have established mission-schools 
in connection with our regular Sabbath-schools, and 
have met with abundant success. The first one that we 
established in Peoria contained, I believe, at the first or 
second meeting, over a hundred scholars. Many of 
them had never been in a Sabbath-school before; many 
were children of foreigners, knowing nothing of Sabbath- 
schools or Sabbath-school instraction, 

The greatest difficulty which we encounter in our Sab- 
bath-school enterprise is the want of teachers. We can- 
not get sufficient numbers of teachers qualified to teach 
our children. We are obliged to take men and women 
of good moral character, who are not professors of reli- 
gion. We take them, not in preference to professors of 
religion, (as has been suggested here,) but because we 
can get nothing else. Time and again, our school has 
appealed to the congregation for teachers. It isa sad 
sight to go into one of our Sabbath-schools on a Sunday 
morning, and see from four to six classes, full of interest- 
ing scholars, without a teacher. 

Our teachers are nearly all young men and women. 
I believe we have nota gray head connected with our 
Sabbath-school, and have not had since I have been 
connected with it. Almost all our teachers are young 
men, who have come from the East. We are not old 
se in our portion of the State, to boast of gray 
hairs, 

We are doing what we can in our little corner of the 
vineyard. By what I have seen and heard at this Con- 
vention, I have been a thousand times repaid for the 
time and the trouble which my attendance has cost me. I 
have been deeply gratified in listening to the discussions, 
and in seeing the interest which is manifested in the 
cause of Sabbath-schools. 

The Prestpent, (Ex-Mayor LAMBERT): 

We will sing, at this stage, two verses of the 79th 
Hymn—* When I can read my title clear.” 

At this Couvention there has been no little discussion 
on the subject of the early conversion of children. Had 
I time, I might state, from my own experience, some 
most interesting incidents of little children—the smallest 
children—in whose cases evidence has been afforded that 
they have found the Saviour. There is one which may 
properly be mentioned in connection with this hymn. 

Nineteen years ago, there was, in the city of New 
York, a little girl, three years and a half old—one of the 
sweetest little angels that ever breathed the breath of 
life. She had early learned to lisp the name of Jesus; 
she loved that name. At the period which I mention, 
she was taken sick with that deadly malady the scarlet 
fever, For two weeks she lay at the point of death. 
Her father hardly left her a day to go to his business, 
for fear that on his return he should find herdead. One 
Tuesday morning, the second day of March, (it will be 
nineteen years next week,) she seemed to be better, and 
as she lay in her father’s arms, she looked up into his 
eyes, saying, ‘‘ Pa, sing me tilee clear.’ With throbbing 
heart, the father sang with that little one this touching 
hymn. He thought, from the evidence, that she was 
returning to health. He laid her upon the bed, and left 
her for two hours, When he came back, that little one 
had gone to sing this sweet hymn in Heaven, in the pre- 
sence of that Jesus whom she loved. For aioe years 
her body has lain in Greenwood ; but her happy Spirit is 
among the saints in light. 

The hymn was then sung by the congregation. 

Mr. Beas, of the 13th Street Church, New York: 

I should feel myself recreant to my duty if I did not 
rise here to state what God has done for our school. In 
1857, a little more than a year ago, we had in attendance 
about 150. During the last year that attendance has iny 
creased about 300. We have now an attendance of about 
450. In 1857 we had ten scholars in our school that were 
members of the church. We had 35 teachers and officers, 
only 24 of whom were members of the church. We have 
now more than 100 scholars who are members of the 
church. We have 65 teachers and officers, all but two 
of whom are rejoicing in Christ and identified with his 
people ; and in regard to one of those, I trust that when 
we reach home we shall hear that she has made the full. 
consecration. 

One cause, under God, of this result may be mention- 
ed. In the fall of 1857 we established a Sabbath-School 
Prayer Meeting. We spent one hour of the afternoon 
session in prayer. The interest began to increase and 
deepen, and increased still, till we appointed at the close 
of the school, what is called an ‘‘ Inquiry Meeting,” or 
meeting for conversation. We invited the scholars who 
wished to be pointed directly to the Saviour to tarry. 
The first Sabbath some eight or ten remained ; the next 
from forty to fifty; and the next Sabbath it seemed as 
though every scholar stayed. And such a scene as was 
witnessed there! Oh! I wish every Christian teacher 
here could have been present. After a few moments had 
been spent in personal conversation with them, we ask- 
ed those who wished to make a consecration to kneel, 
acd every head was bowed below the seat. Our church 
was blessed ; some 235 came forward, more than half of 
whom were from the Sabbath-school. The interest 
seemed abated last year, but now God's spirit is hover- 
ing over us again. Last Sunday more than forty stayed 
for personal conversation. In 1857 we occupied the 
school-room and that was too large for us. Now we oc- 
cupy the school-room, the lecture-room, the session. 
room, our pastor’s study, and we think of turning the 
furnaces out under the street so that we may have more 
room. God grantit! [Applause.] 

Let me state one more fact in regard to the school 
which was reported in the Fulton street Prayer-Meetin, 
last Monday. A brother there stated that God h 
poured out his Spirit on that school, and that every 
scholar over twelve had become a member of the Church, 

Mr. BuLuarp, of Massachuselts: 





of childhood, and had led him along, step by step, from 
one crime to another, to the very doors of the prison- 
house; and those doors had hardly closed upon the old 
inan, When they swung wide to admit the son. True to 
the teachings of nature and revelation, that son was 
treading in the father’s footsteps, following him still 
through the prison house down the dark road to eternal 
death. On the day following, I saw ina Sabbath-school 
near that prison another father and another son. They 
were in tho same class, under the same teacher, studying 
together God's Word. In this case, again, the son Was 
treading ia the father’s footsteps, following him in the 
‘ ways of pleasantness and paths of peace,” “ throagh 
green pastures and beside still waters,” up the bright 
road that leads to eternal life.—Those fathers were lead- 
ing their sous, as every father is leading his son, as every 
a or woman is leading some one’s son with each step 
aken. 

it is important, if you would retain the young men 
and the young women in the Sabbath-school, to have it 


nd that very soon we are to receive some 
affectionate parting words from Rev. Dr. Brainerp, of 
your city. I merely wish to say, that some twenty 
years ago, I was associated with that dear brother as 
Superintendent of a very large Sabbath-school in Massa- 
chusetts. I was Assistant-superintendent; for although 
my hair is whiter than his, my years are probably some- 
what less,—my heart, perhaps, uot younger than his. In 
that School, I well remember, I numbered on one occasion 
607 persons, embracing all ages, from three to about 
ninety. Most of the young women of the parish were 
in the school. In the galleries, sweeping along three 
sides of the church, were collected most of the young 
men connected with the congregation. In the Seminary, 
my brother wiil remember, we had, at that early period, 
a Sabbath-School Association. We had a Committee of 
Publication. Dr. Parke, I well remember, with one 
other person, was associated with me, (or I, rather, 
with them,) in publishing facts, gathered from the Old 
World, and from our own country, on this great subject. 





I merely make these remarks in regard to that subject, 


because they have been called up to my mind in connee- 
tion “= the fact, that brother is about to ad- 


One word in regard to the results of this Convention. 
We have been here upon the very ts of Zion; we 
have been almost able to gaze upon God's great white 
Throne; we have almost heard the songs of 
world, as they bave echoed through all the plains of 
heaven; we have been here in heavenly places in Chi 
Jesus. Now, siz, can we go duwn from these ~4 
without responsibilities upon us? Are not these 

leges to be to us “a savor of death unto death,” in some 
sense, unless they shall be made one of life unto life? Are 
we here merely to“ havea met hi own 
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any 
other. When wishing to form committees, and to 
tet and that, bens the; ha pant 4 
ve 
almost every hour of the day, and ask Fo what deno- 
mination of Christians do you belong 1 
to do so this evening. We could not tell 
speech the denomination of the speaker. One sentiment 
seemed to come from every heart—We are all of one 
Pan beaset then ececed his regret that the delegates 
Tr. art then ex 
had not availed themselves to a greater extent of the ac- 





hearts cheered, as our spirits have been borne up in 
these prayers, and songs, and addresses? Woe be to us, 
if from this sacred place we do not return to our homes 
with our hearts warmer in this work, and with stronger 
resolves to gather in the multitudes of children where- 
ever we may be, under the teachings of Christ! What 
has God wrought in former times to encourage us? and 
shall we not, from these heavenly places, go down to 
our work accomplishing more for the Saviour? Shall 
we not have a stronger faith and a stronger hope in this 
work? I trust the result of this Convention is not to die 
here, and whatever resolutions may be passed, that it 
shall be the purpose and strong resolve of every Christian 
here, man and woman, that from this hour we will do 
more in this work of our Redeemer, and gather more 
home, to shine as stars in the crown of that blessed 
Saviour. 

Mr. Anperson, of Roxbury, Mass. [over seventy years 
old, and very venerable in appearance]: 

I entered into the first Sabbath school that was estab- 
lished in this city. I entered for life. I could not leave 
this Convention without expressing the ificati 


Pp by the Committee of Arrange- 
ments. He regretted that any delegate should have 
gone toa hotel. He then continued : 

There is a je interesting fact to which I wish to 
refer. We met not only upon the birth-day anni- 
versary of the Father of our country, but upon the an- 
niversary of a day that will long be remembered in 
history of the Christians of America—the day, the very 
day of the week, (although there is one day's difference 
in the day of the month,)—the day upon which we met 
that noble man of God, Dr. Duff, and heard his first ad- 
dress in America, Oh! it will cheer the heart of the 
old man away off in Calcutta, when we write to him 
that we celeb d i y of his coming, by 
meeting as Sabbath-schvol teachers and ri dent 








There is one fatare hice. nee beevle udgment, | 












in 1776, and of those who gave 
Sanday-School in 1791. Oh! how important the results 
of this Convention! now. They 


lvania. The of 








schools of America during the glorious revival of 185s. 
There is but one more remark that I will make before 

introducing to you the Rev. Dr. 

Martin has said that the Philadelphia del 


to tell what God has done for the Churehes and Sabbath- 






oar estab- 
the fact that there are now in our schools over 6:0,- el ee 
000 scholars. At least thirty per cent. of the children Sunday: 





requested to keep quiet. He alluded, doubtless, 





which I have felt in meeting here this day. I recollect 
well when with the sainted Henry, and Baxter, and 
others, I scoured around through Kensington, as it was 
then called, which was then one of the worst places in 
Philadelphia. Weestablished a Sunday and Day School 
Union. We would meet on Saturday night and on Sun- 
day night, and on Monday night, to take in scholars. 
From that; was begun the Philadelphia Sunday-School 
Union, and afterwards the American Sunday-School 
Union. 

At that time I little expected ever to see such a Conven- 
tion as this. And oh! my heart has been full for the three 
dveys I have been in this place. I look around and be- 
hold what God hath wrought when I see so many com- 
ing up to this city of Brotherly Love to talk about the 
Sabbath School. [Applause } 

Iam still in the Sunday-School. I have eighteen men 
now in my class. [Applause.) I feel now just as vigor- 
ous and as anxious to work asI did the first day I be- 
gan. By my being in the Sabbath-School, God has done 
something for me, for my family. They are all con- 
verted. I believe there are now five ministers preach- 
ing the word of God that were brought up in my first 
class in the Sunday-School. 

It did my heart good to hear of the aggressive work 
of the schools—to see them going out and finding the 
destitute, the down-trodden, the forsaken, and bringing 
them in 

In Boston, we see a wonderful work now going on. 
We have opened a place at Globe Hall, formerly a dance- 
house. The woman is conve.ted; the husband is now 
seeking for Christ, the wife praying for him openly. 
Numbers have been brought up from the depth and de- 
gradation of misery and wretchedness, and are now 
clothed in their right mind, sitting at the feet of Jesus. 
We have gone out to Roxbury, and made our aggressive 
work upon the outskirts. I have heard persons talk of 
the Five Points ; why I went toa place in Roxbury such 
as I had never seen. We proceeded to establish a Sab- 
bath-School there. ! never saw such a ret of boys and 
girls. They hurraed, they whistled “ Yankee Doodle,” 
and they fought, until those in charge of the school came 
Tip and told me that they could not go on. I went down, 
Tho boys, the moment they came in, began to laugh and 
talk. One young man rose to speak; they laughed him 
down. A missionary began to talk; one cried out, 
“That fellow knows how to talk!’’ Then they got 
whistling again. Finally I got up and said to them, 
“J have left my home and come down here to do you 
good, if you will let me, and I am notigoing to be dis- 
turbed when I talk to you. Now,” said I, “the first one 
that speaks 1 will have him taken out.’’ I had two ta- 
ken out, and afterwards they sat still. We have now a 
school there ; we have a prayer-meeting there ; the ladies 
of the church have gone down and established'a sewing- 
school there. 

That is the way we are to pick up those on the out- 
skirts. We have an army, rank and file; but we want 
sappers and miners; we want those who will go out, 
and bring in the destitute. It is time that every member 
of the church of Christ should know that he has a per- 
sonal duty in regard to this cause. It will not do to give 
money, to hire missionaries, and then sit down, leaving 
to them all the work. You must go among the desti- 
tute with your missionaries. You cannot feel the true 
spirit of the work by sitting still, and giving money to 
persons to do your praying and your work for you. You 
must do it for yourselves. 

But I arose particularly to tell my gratification. I 
bless God that I have been preserved (although a little 
over my threescore years and ten) to see such an assem- 
blage as this. I feel as if 1 had got somewhere near the 
top of the ladder. Oh! when we all meet, my dear 
brethren, around the throne of God, and stend in the 
presence of that blessed Jesus, who bled and died that 
we might live,— 

“ We shall sing then more sweet, more loud, 
And grace shail be our song.”’ 

Mr. Miuier, of Washington, D. C. : 

I rise to mention one fact important in this connec- 
tion, which will give gratification to every heart. The 
daughter of this venerable man, who has just taken bis 
seat, the husband of that daughter, and three of the 
grandchildren were among the forty-six converted, dur- 
ing the last year, in connection with the Sabbath-School 

and church to which I belong. 

Rev. Mr. Sanprorp, of New York: 

I wish to say a little more about that Five Points’ Mis- 
sion, which has just been referred to. I left some of our 
boys yesterday turning summersaults in a seventy-by- 
forty room. Instead of that room in which our Sabbath- 
School used to meet, we have now a Sabbath-School 
building erected on the site of the ‘‘ Old Brewery.” 
tween three and four hundred are assembled there every 
Sabbath, at half-past nine in the morning, and at two in 
the afternoon We have preaching there three times on 
Sunday. 

In that Sabbath-School we have many children of 
Catholic parents. We have between thirty and forty 
Jewish children ; and since our school commenced, over 
thirty of these children have received a reward of a 
Bible, for committing to memory the Saviour’s Sermon 
upon the Mount—that Saviour whom their fathers cru- 
cified. Last Sabbath morning, when I had closed my 
sermon, I turned to the children, and asked, “ What 
shall we sing?” One beautiful child, a bright-eyed, 
black-haired little Jewess, about thirteen, replied im- 
mediately, “Sing, ‘ Alas! and did my Saviour bleed, and 
did my Sovereign die?’ ’’ and before any others bad com- 
menced, she, with a sweet voice, had begun the hymn. 

Let me say, that from the commencement of our work 
the blessing of God has been manifested and poured out 
in an especial manner. While I am here as a delegate 
from that mission, I have left my assistant to pray with, 
and over, and for, eight or ten of those Sabbath-School 
children, (most of them children of Catholic parents,) 
who last Sunday night, at our meeting, arose in the con- 
gregation, and said, with tears trickling dowr their 
cheeks, “* Pray for us."’ 

Many of the children who have been under our care, 
who were gathered up from the midst of degradation, or 
were brought to us by drunken and miserable parents 
or relatives, have been adepted in kind, Christian homes 
in the West, and all over the country. In addition to 
the more than four hundred children now in our day 
and Sabbath-School, there are more than six hundred 
scattered over this land, who have been adopted in fami- 
lies where they are receiving Christian instruction, and 
being trained up in the way that they should go. 

There was one poor ed boy, about four years old, 
who was picked up in the the neighborhood of the Five 
Points, and who, having been cared for by the Mission 
for a time, was placed in a home in Ohio. Just as I was 
starting to come to this city, I received a letter from that 
little fellow, stating that a revival of religion had been 
taking place in the village where he is residing, and, 
said he, “ What will you think wheu I tell you that 
Johnny Towley is one of the boys that have been con- 
verted, and last Sabbath was received into church?” 
gee 

v. Mr. Baruiss, of Brooklyn: 

Mr. Chairman, called to attend this Convention, I came 
to this city with more interest, perhaps, than many 
others. I will state the reason. Thirty-four or five years 
ago, my father, with his family, came up this noble riv- 
er, the Delaware, and landed at the toot of Walnut 
street. We had emigrated from a foreign land. On the 
first Sabbath that we spent here, he took myself and the 
other children to the Sabbath-school of Sansom Street 
Baptist Church. The first religious service that I ever 
attended in this country was at that place. It will not 
be surprising, perhaps, that afier all the folly and way- 
wardness of youth, and all the changes of life, that fa- 
ther’s son became a minister of the Gospel; nor will it 
be surprising that when that son returned to this city, 
after an absence of nearly thirty years, he had brought 
fresh to his memory, as though it were but yesterday, 
the few years which he spent in this city. When that 
same church was mentioned to-day by our brother Stu- 
art, in connection with the prayer-meetings being held 
there, I felt rushing up to my heart the recollection of 
scenes in that school and in that church which will ne- 
ver be forgotten. That father, sir, is to-day living, 
eighty-two years of age. His heart would be rejoiced if 
it were possible for him to be here; for he has as deep 
an interest asany of usin the progress of this glorious 
work, which has always received his labor and his 


prayers. 

I will add no more, sir, except to say that the kind- 
ness, the love, the whole-hearted warmth which we 
have experienced from our brethren of this city will 
never be forgotten. If we meet never again on earth, 
let us so labor and so toil in this glorious cause that we 
shall at last meet in that Sabbath-School above where 
such assemblies as this will never break up. [Applause.] 

Mr. McCormick, of New York, offered the following 
resolution which was adopted : — 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Convention it is 
desirable that a similar blage of the rep i 
of the various Evangelical Sabbath-Schools in America 
should be convened in the year 1861; and that Messrs. 
George H. Stuart, of Philadelphia; James W. Weir, of 
Harrisburg, Pa.; Edward A. Lambert, of Brooklyn, N. 
Y. ; Lewis Chapin, of Rochester, N. ¥.; N Kingsbury, 
of Hartford, Coun.; Robert C. Gilchrist, of Charleston, 
8. C.; James H. Low, of New Orleans, La.; Joseph H. 
Bradley, Jr., of Washington, D. C. ,; H. Thane Miller, of 
Cincinnati, Ohio; and Charles A. Spring, of Chicago, 
IIL, be a Committee to decide upon the place and time 
of holding such meeting, and to make all the necessary 
arrangements therefor, * . 

Groree H. Stuart: 

I feel reluctant to occupy any of the precious muments 
of this ever-memorable Convention. I cannot, however, 
refrain from expressing on behalf of the Committee of 
Arrang ts, whom [ rep , the feelings of our 
hearts at finding that the call which was sent out in 
weakness was responded to by s@ many noble, warm- 
hearted Sabbath-school teachers and superintendents. 
We had many misgivings about sending out that call. 
Some of the brethren here said, “It will never do to 
have a Convention in the month of February, we shall 
have rain, and frost, and snow, and sleet. The God of 
heaven and of earth has sent us (oh! that we may be 
grateful to-night!) the sunshine of heaven. The dews 
of His Holy Spirit have fallen upon us, 

We would have wished that you could have tarried 
here a week longer. Here is a venerable father, [Mr. 
Anderson,} whom we never met till just at the closing 
scenes of the Convention. We are just beginning to get 
acquaifited with each other. We wished to see you all 
at our homes, and to take you by the hand, and to say 
to you that we loved you as brethren. 











bath-school children.) 


introduced, and said 


to the title of the manifesto. [Laughter 


this service. Others have blessed God 


you farewell. 


— [Applause.] I may say, 


vention, [Applause.] 


liberty when you came to la 


Convention gave an i 





plause.] 


of men.” [Applause] 
I claim some little right, Mr. Chairman to be here. 


ture which I then studied, | now remember full well. 


direct t 


all the fighting. [Laughter.]} 


Sunday-School instruction. [Applause.] 


iAgguens. 


ations of men on earth renew themselves once in thirt 


the new life of little children. [Applause. 


men to stand between the living and the dead. 


nomination, and watchful for the interests of the entire 
chureh of God, I can declare, that to every resolution 
which you have adopted I can from my heart say 
Amen! I only beg here the privilege—not in dictation, 
but in supplication of your benevol to recall a re- 





hurl the stone into the at 





best pu 


the ardor and the erergy with 


shall be carried out when you return to your homes. 
(Applause. ] 


your own, those who are accustomed, perhaps, to pra: 
with more fervency than you pray, have given to t 
Convention the radi of their p and the rich- 
ness of their os: {Applause.] Entering anew upon 
your work, you shall not be alone; you go forth accom- 
panied by the warm hearts, the constant, earnest, ener- 
getic piety of the female teachers of our Sabbath-schools, 
Gentlemen, we are gratified that you have spoken 
kindly of Philadelphia; we hope you have met liberal- 
| here. And now you must allow me to boast a little 
of this old city. We don’t change very fast here. We 





niture; and we are very slow to change our friends. 


you will, to the frozen North or the sunny South—when- 
ever you return, at the doors which have once opaned 
to you, you will not find the string pulledin. [Laugh- 
ter and applause. ] 

We are about to te; not as stat leave 
legislative halls, not as politicians go from their conven- 
tions to engage in new rivalships and strifes of party. 





light ~-— pass from the throne to minister to those that 
shall be heirs of salvation. [Applause.] In the best age 
the world hus ever seen, in the best year of that poy 
the best land, under the best institutions, you go, privi- 
leged and blessed, to that unpaid, gratuitous, benevolent 
work of writing the image of Jesus on the hearts of little 
children. 

May God bless you! May He curtain your way with 
his presence as you goto your homes! May you find 
your families in health and peace! May you long live 
to labor in this noble cause! and when next we meet, in 
a better congregation, may He who took little children 
in his arms and blessed them, say of this Chairman, say 
of these our brethren, ‘‘ Well done, good and faithful 
servants!’’ [Dr. Brainerd retired amid the warm plau- 
dits of the Convention.] 


The following resolution soperted by the Business 
i was i ly adopted :— 


= 





Resolved, That this Convention is under great. obliga- 
tions to the Christian citizens of Philadelphia for the 
hospitality, courtesy and genuine brother! 


ove extend- 
ed to its delegates, and that their es; acknowledg- 
ments are due to the C i rs) for the 





Ar 
admirable manner in whith they have performed their 
arduous duties, 





lution was also adopted return- 

ing thanks to the Penns lvania Railroad, the Philadel- 
. Wilmington and Raltimore, and the New Jersey 
entral, for their liberality in reducing the fare to dele- 


gates. 
‘ = final resolution was then adopted with great cor- 
ity :— 

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of this Convention 
be presented to ex-Governor Pollock for the dignified 
and impartial manner in which he has presided over its 
deiiherssicns. [Creat applause. 

Ex-Governor Potiock, in answer to repeated calls, 
came forward and sgid :— 
I regret that, on this occasion, I have not veice suffi- 
cient to express the emotions that well up from the deep- 
est recesses of my soul, [The Governor was suffering 
from @ very severe cold, which rendered it extremely 
difficult for him to speak at all.] I cannot forbear, how- 
ever, to attempt, with all the earnestness of a sincere 
heart to thank this audience, to thank the Convention, 
for the ii of the lution which has been 
offered. It has been my lot, in the providence of God, to 
occupy positi of responsibilty; but I feel that the 
language of the brother who paid. us farewell in terms of 
burning eloquence, is strictly and literally true: no po- 
sition which I have ever occupied can, in peint of interest, 
responsibility and honor, compare with that of presiding 
over the deliberations of this t National Convention 
of Sabbath-school Teachers. [Applause.] 

More than 80 years ago, the immortal men of °76 metin 
yonder hall, and with high and firm resolve, determined 

















































































































































remark of mine, made in a pleasant way, at the com- 

of the Convention, that it would be cour- 
teous to let our brethren from a distance have as much 
of the time as possible. It seems to me, my friends, that 
Philadelphia spoke in this hall yesterday: we want 
nothing more than that. [The great gathering of Sab- 


Rev. THomas Bratnerp, of Philadelphia, was then 


My name has been so frequently mentioned incident- 
ally, in advance of a little speech, that | have feared 
very much that the vigor of the war would not come up 


I cannot but think, gentlemen of the Convention, that 
there has been entrusted to me the most ge part of 
or your pres- 

ence: I am charged with the reluctant duty of bidding 


We have heard with unmingled satisfaction the testi- 
mony which you have borne that you have been satisfied 
with the arrangements made by your brethren in Phila- 
delphia. I cannot but believe that, in some respects, we 
have been most fortunate: fortunate that we were 
allowed to be here in this year of revival ; fortunate that 
we were allowed to oceupy this hall, the name of which 
is familiar to almost every Christian family in the land. 
[Applause.] I cannot but think that we were fortunate 
in our chairman. [Applause,}] when a man so well 
known, so worthily honored in the old commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, came to give to this Convention the 
sanction of his presence, and the inspiration of his elo- 
r. Chairman, that 
though you have occupied a post of high honor in this 
commonwealth, you never oceupied a position more dis- 
tinguished than that which you have held in this Con- 


I cannot but think that in respect to this great Na- 
tional Sabbath-School Convention there was a special 
propriety in holding it in the city of Philadel) hia, 
where you could make a pilgrimage to the shrine of 
your offering on the 
altar of your God. The Convention which assembled 
in «the other hall, on the opposite side of the street, la- 
bored for the liberty of an empire, a continest: you 
come here to labor for the promotion of those virtues by 
which alone liberty with law can be conserved. That 

ipi o which 
founded an empire, wrought out by seven years of 
war: you are laying upon the hearts of the young the 
foundation of a kingdom that knows no end. [Ap- 


1 once led a young missionary, abgut starting for the 
Sandwich Islands, to the top of Girard College. They 
do not allow me to enter now, sir. [Laughter.] As he 
looked on that marble roof, on those massive classic 
columns, he said, ‘‘ Stephen Girard put his life into 
marble: I mean to put mine into the minds and hearts 


My excellent brother Bullard, with whom I was associ- 
ated as Superintendent of a Sabbath-School, in Massa- 
chusetts, should not have let out one fact. He said that 
though his head was whiter than mine, I was older than 
he. [Laughter.] But it has been one of the pleasant 
features of this Convention that it has been the reunion 
of heartslong separated. I was allowed forty years ago 
to attend the Sabbath-School ; and the pass«ges of Serip- 


I have been three times the Superintendent of Sabbath- 
Schools. I have been twenty-two years the pastor of 
Old Pine Street Church, in this city, and generally 
every Sabbath look in upon my Sabbath-School. [Ap- 
plause.}) When it was proposed to me to aid in calling 
this Convention, I could have no measure of jealousy— 
no fear whatever that intelligent Christian men, holding 
a council of this kind, in this city, could by any possi- 
bility, trench on the prerogatives of the clergy. [Ap- 
st Officers in war are generally very willing to 

campaign; but I never heard of any war in 
which the major-general claimed the privilege of doing 
We want officers in 
every campaign; but we want soldiers too, And Iam 
happy to say that since I have been the pastor of that 
old church, all my elders, with one exception, have 
been associated, Sabbath after Sabbath, inthe work of 
During an 
experience, in this city, of twenty-two-years, in which 
I have been actively engaged in the ministry, there has 
never been one shadow of a shade of jealousy between 
the Sabbath-School Teachers of that charch and their 
pastor. After forty years’experience of the wide-spread 
benefits thrown over our land by Sabbath-School 
Teachers and Sabbath-School instruction; it is too late 
to ask, at this hour, whether the labors of the Sabbath- 
School will not invade the prerogative of the pulpit. 


here are some aspects of the Sabbath-School in which 
I view it with vast interest. I remember that the gener- 


years. I can therefore safely suppose, that if the same 
instruction that has guided to a high Christian morality 
so Many as are now under itsinfluence, could be applied 
to all the children of our race, then the bad heritage, the 
old heirlooms of vice which have been accumulating in 
two hundred generations and six thousand years, would 

arrested. What we want, Mr. Chairman, is to cut, 
if it be possible, that telegraphic wire on which the 
vices of dead generations are passing over to fasten on 
These are 
the men to cut that bad telegraphic wire; these are the 


But I must pass to my farewell. You see I shrink 
from it. I have had the happiness to witness your de- 
liberations; I have read those resolutions. As a Chris- 
tian minister, watehful of the interests of my own de- 


mark made by one of your number, that “ No man ever 
moves far under any one impulse,.’’ No matter how you 
phere, the att of gra- 

vitation will bring it down unless you supply the pro- 
pelling force. Stimulated by the discussions of this 
Convention, your hearts warmed to new zeal in this 
noble enterprise, you will go from this place with the 
rposes; but the final results (glorious as we de- 

sire them te be) of this Convention must be reaped by 
which your purposes 


Gentlemen, allow me to say what has not, I think, 
been said hitherto. that, while you have been here en- 
gaged in these deliberations, there have been silent wit- 
nesses of your councils. Those whose hearts are warmer 
than your own, whose lips are more persuasive than 


move slowly. We seldom.change our houses or our far- 


[{Applause.] I venture to say, gentlemen, that, go where 


We separate as angels might separate, when on wings of 


th in Pennsylvania alone, dren to be 
tang t in our Sabbath-schools. ng the same pro- ; CUSSiN, A§ & means of adding 
Brother | portion throughout our Union, we have eight millions of | the efficiency of the system; to be so con~ 
were Js sonls lited to the care Sabbath- ° 
to a 











































































































school, Oh! estimate, ye who understand the arith- 
metic of eternity—estimate, if you can, the value of the 
—_ committed to your care. 

A lew evenings “60, one of the most brilliant and elo- 
quent lecturers of the age, who electrified his audience 
when he spoke of the bright worlds which roll around 
us, and of ghat God who created them, a order 
and of harmony, told us that if one of those magnificent 
worlds should, in « moment when unwatched and un- 
cared for, dash from its sphere and ran lawless through 
the skies, thearm of Omnipotence would be outstretched 
to bring back the wandering orb. We are told by Him 
who created the universe, that one soul outweighs in 
value the world upon which we live. Bight millions of 
worlds—eight millions of worlds—will not tell the value 
of the souls committed to the care of the Sabbath-school 
teachers of these United States! Oh! how solemn, how 
responsible the duties of the teacher ! 

hen shall we begin our training? When shall the 
mother begin to educate the child? Oh! early—early— 
as our resolutions contemplate Mother! as the little 
innocent has been dandled upon — knee, have you 
watched when, for the first time, the smile of your own 
bright face has flashed from that of the chert child. 
Oh! let me tell you, that the first smile from the infant 
cheek, in reflection to the mother's smile, is the first 
flashing light of mind, of intellect, of immortality. 
[Applause.] Let that smile tell you when to begin to 

ueate; and it is only when the coun t 
awoke that smile shall be pale in death, that the daty 
of the mother, the duty of the teacher, shall cease.— 
[Applause.] 

1 now come to the most serious part of what I have to 
say. How fleeting are the things of the world! But 
yesterday we met here as strangers to each other — 
Strangers, did I say? Oh, no! are we not all of the 
same family? Have we not one common Father? Have 
not all of us One whom we love as a brother, and who 
loves us all with an intensity of love greater than a 
brother? Oh, yes! strangers we may be, as the world 
calls strangers, but friends, friends, in the love of a glo- 
rious and exalted Redeemer! [Applause.] We metas 
strangers, in the language of earth ; but, even in earth's 
language, we part as friends. 

Can we forget the hours that we have spent in this 
hall? Oh! can we forget the emotions that have welled 
up in our souls, as we have listened, from day to day, 
to the simple stories of redeeming love? No, no! never, 
never! We may return to our business and to our 
cares ; yet the memories of this hour will remain; the 
friendships formed here will endure forever. 

O teachers! go home filled with love for your work! 
go home filled with love for the children under your 
care! go home filled with love for the Saviour—filled to 
overflowing with the spirit of Christ. In the arms of 
faith, bear your little ones to that Saviour, and ask Him 
tg bless them! 

But we here part! Yes, the sad word must be pro- 
nounced. Soon we must leave the warm-hearted hospi- 
tality of our friends here. But we shall meet again! 
As our friend has told us, we part not as men of earth 
part, but as angels who leave the Throne on errands of 
mercy to them who will finally be brought into happy 
re-union. After parting here, we may live and move for 
atime, among the millions of earth: but soon we die. 
Oh! the solitude of adying hour! We go down to the 
grave silently and alone; we “sleep the last sleep that 
knows no waking” on earth. But oh! Christians, we 
do not die alone; we sleep not alone. The dust is re- 
deemed; and when the trump shall sound, we shall 
wake full of immortality. Oh! we feel that when we 
shall pass the portals of the grave, all in this room to- 
night shall wake and be carried to that place where 
there are joys forever more, O Sabbath-school teachers! 
may every child of your little flock be found with you 
in that solemn hour! May no one be missing! 

Men of the earth build their monuments of marble ; 
Girard has put his life into marble. Teacher of the Sab- 
bath-school, do you wish toerect a monument, enduring 
as eternity, lasting as the throne of God? Oh, then, 
build your monument, not upon the earth that perishes ; 
build it in and forthe skies. [Applause.] Let the sav 
soul of one of these little ones, singing forever in the pre- 
sence of its Redeemer, be your monementand yourcrown 
of rejoicing forever more. What more compensation 
would you have? A soul saved through your instru- 
mentality! Work, then, work! 

And oh! let me say to you in conclusion, aim high in 
the performance of your duty—aim well. lve, in 
the fear of God to do your duty. Care not what may be 
said. Fear not the world and its frowns. Exercise a 
Christian cou Dare to do right. Never hesitate 
when God and duty ask you to go forward. Aim high. 
Let your motto ever be ‘‘ Excelsior!’’ Inseribe it upon 
your banner ; throw it cheerily to the breeze ; and then, 
with firm step and high resolve, move onward, upward, 
higher yet. Press on with this banner through Alpine 
snows and beneath summer suns; let it be your wind- 
ing-sheet in death, and end life’s struggle with the exult- 
ant cry, “ Excelsior!” higher yet! [Applause. 

And now, teachers, friends, companions, let me, as 
the presiding officer of this Convention, say to one and 
to all—in all the fullness of the word—not as an empty 
formality, but in its Christian meaning—farewell, oh! 
farewell in time! farewell, oh! farewell in eternity. 

(Gov. Pollock took his seat amid the warmest and 
most enthusiastic applause. } 

A portion of the 183rd hymn of the Union Prayer 


national peculiarities. cciiga, a 

15. Resolved, That we recommend the 
holding of State and County Conventions 
Sunday-school teachers, as caleu- 
lated to promote Christian 
lect information, to devise plans 
and to stimulate zeal in the cause. ad sae 

16. ~ Resolved, That we recommend the 
establishment, by individual su of 
local Depositories of Sunday-school publica- 
tions. 

17. Resolved, That we regard the common 
want of preparation by the scholars of their 
Sunday-school lessons, as highly detrimental 
to success in teaching, and one which parents 
and teachers should diligently seek to re- 
move. 

18. Resolved, That we regard with 
the present common deficiency in our schools, 
in the matter of committing thoroughly to 
memory the word of God; and desire to ex- 
press our conviction that the present and fu- 
ture blessed results of teaching would be im- 
measurably increased by such acquisitions of 
Holy Writ. 

19. Resolved, That we hail with pleasure 
the increasing spirit of systematic benevo- 
lence in Sunday-schools, and urge its exten- 
sion as important in a high degree to the for- 
mation of habits of voluntary benificence 
among children, as well as for the present and 
future blessed effects of such contributions, 

20. Resolved, That the objects of the Sun- 
day-school, in its intellectual, moral, and re- 
ligious advantages, are such as should secure 
the attendance of the grown-up youth of 
both sexes, and that pastors, parents, and 
teachers, should aim to secure that result as 
sae i — succese of the een 

21. Resolved, That we er an great 
regret the neglect into which children in 
many places are allowed to fall, in reference to 
the habit of attendance upon public worship; 
and desire that teachers should avail them- 
selves of their position and influence to cor- 
rect this evil. 

22. Resolved, That the establishment of 
Mission Sunday-schools, in city and country, 
in their influence in elevating the social 
moral, and religious character of nts an 
children, otherwise destitute of Christian at- 
tention and religious instruction, meets with 
our hearty approbation; and ought to be 
greatly extended, so as to meet, if possible, the 
necessity of all in our land who are ready to 
perish for “lack of knowledge.” 

23. Resolved, That the duty and office of 
the Sunday-school teacher can in no wise su- 
persede the duties or relations of the Christian 
parent to his child, or those of a Christian 
minister to his church; but should be regard- 
ed as the efficient auxiliary of both. 

24, Resolved, That this Convention recom- 
mend that congregations, as far as practi- 
cable, be organized into classes in connection 
with the Sabbath-schools, for the study of 
the Bible. 

25. Resolved, That from the very nature of 
the case our Sunday-schools do imperativel, 
need, and have the right to expect, at 
times, the watchful care and supervision of 
the pastor, whose counsel, sympathy and con- 
fidence are pre-eminently due to our Sunday- 
schools. * 

26. Resolved, That the Sunday-school sys- 
tem demands of the membership of our 
churches more cordial encouragement, pecu- 
niary support, and personal service, than it 
has yet received, and which it must have in 
order to its proper and full success. 

27. Resolved, That it be recommended to 


Meeting Hymns, was then sing, and after prayer and | the American Sunday-School Union, to re- 
nediction ev. Mr. HOWARD, © o : 
Convention adjourned finally. ‘ . vise or reconstruct the volumes of Union 


Questions now published by them—also to 
consider the practicability and utility of a 
lishing a Youth’s Commentary on the Holy 
Scriptures» 

28. Resolved, That we affectionately ask 
pastors and Sunday-school superintendents, 
throughout the United States, to read the 
foregoing resolutions to their respective con- 
gregations and schools, at the earliest conv: 
nient opportunity. 


ADDRESS 


To Sunday-School Teachers, and others inte- 
rested in the great Sunday-School work, 
Dear Cuaistian Frienps: 

We invite your serious and most earnest 
attention to the foregoing Resolutions, 
adopted with great unanimity at our 
National Convention of Sunday-School 
Teachers, held at Jayne’s Hall, in this city 
during the present week. They treat of 
matters of the highest moment. They cover 
a wide field of duty, both personal and rela- 
tive, connected with the Sunday-school work. 
It is hoped that these resolutions will be read 
in the church, in the school and in the family, 
wherever the friends of this glorious enter- 
prise are found; and, when read, it is most 
earnestly hoped they will be acted on. Let 
every teacher who reads them, or hears them 
read, resolve, by the help of God, to adopt 
them as governing rules of life and practice. 
However excellent the resolutions may be, it 
is only thus that they can be made really use- 
ful. It was well to pass these resolutions. It 
is well to hear them. But still, the great end 
contemplated by them can only be attained, 
as individual teachers, all over the land, take 
them home to themselves, carry them to their 
closets, pray over them, “read, mark, learn 
and inwardly digest them,” and then faith- 
fully try to put them into practice. 

These resolutions, besides being published 
in our religious newspapers, will also be 
printed in a convenient form as a little tract. 
Let every teacher obtain a copy. Let it be 
kept in, or on, or near the Bible that you 
daily read. Let these resolutions be your 
vade mecum, your constant companion. 
Let their solemn silent whisperings be 
ever heard, reminding you of what you 
have to do and what you ought to be, 
Let them be referred to continually, as an aid 
to self-examination, as well, as an incite- 
ment to prayer. Then shall we all be more 
earnest, efficient, successful in’ our work. 
Then will our schools yield their increase, 
and “God, even our own God, shall give us 
his blessing: God shall bless us, and all the 
ends of the earth shall fear him.” ’ 
By erder of the Convention, 

Jamns Potock, President. 
Philadelphia, Feb, 25, 1859. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

1. Resolved, That we regard the Sunday- 
school, in connection with the teachings of 
the family and the pulpit, reliable as an agen- 
cy for bringing the entire youth of our coun- 
try under the saving influence of the gospel. 

2. Resolved, That the Sunday-school 
teacher’s love of his work is an indispensable 
requisite to his labor; without which it will 
degenerate into a mere formality, destitute 
alike of life, assiduity, and success. 

3. Resolved, That the Sunday-school 
teacher’s thorough preparatory study of his 
weekly lesson is demanded both by his own 
wants and those of Ris class ; as without such 
preparation he can rarely, if ever, rise to the 
proper fitness for teaching, or secure the re- 
spect, attention, and profitable instruction of 
those whom he teaches. 

4. Resolved, That the 
teacher’s rigid punctuality in h 
essential to the good order of the school, and 
to the formation of the same habit in his 
scholars ; while the want of it is an example 
of truancy to them; a disturbance of the ar- 
rangements of the school, and a vexation of 
spirit to those who are appointed to rule over it. 

5. Resolved, That there is a continual 
obligation resting on every teacher, fo preserve 
order in his own class; as matter needful to 
the quiet of the whole school, and for the best 
action of his own mind on the lesson during 
teaching , and especially for the reception of 
instruction on the part of his scholars; the 
want of which is demoralizing to the class, 
destructive to the influence of teaching, and 
detrimental to the order of the school. 

6. Resolved, That every teacher should 
feel under strong obligations fully to occupy 
the time of every session that is devoted to in- 
struction ; employing it, if possible, in the 
topics of the lesson under examination, or in 
such ways as will interest fully, and instruct 
wisely, those committed to his charge—re- 
membering that the waste minutes of Sunday- 
school hours are the seed time when: Satan 
sows for a speedy harvest of mischief and sin. 

7. Resolved, That the success of every 
teacher will depend much on his frequent 
friendly and Christian visitation of his scholars; 
thus availing himself of the sympathy of pa- 
rents and children, begetting a reciprocal 
kindness, exciting his own interest in duty, 
and preparing the soil of the heart for the pro- 
per culture of Sunday-school instruction. 

8. Resolved, That we regard the Sunday- 
school teacher’s example in all the walks of 
life, as an influence for good or evil which 
should admonish him to continual well-doing, 
that his light may so shine before men, that 
they seeing his good works may glorify our 
Father which is in heaven. 

9. Resolved, That the sentiment of Sun- 
day-school teachers, as well as of the church, 
in regard to the early conversion of children, 
falls far below Bible history and Bible teach- 
ing; and that teachers in all their instruc- 
tions should keep this object steadily in view, 
as the great and only truly satisfactory result 
of their labor. 

10. Resolved, That we recognize, in its full- 
est and most absolute sense, the necessity of 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, for the instruc- 
tion, conviction, conversion and sanctification 
of ths children of our schools; and would 
earnestly urge upon every teacher to “be in- 
stant in prayer” that this chief want may be 
supplied from the infinite stores of God’s 
fullness. 





Sunday-school 
£ ”s A, is 









to cole 
action, ©, 


+ 





ee ln 


% 
- 
4 
‘ 
- 
é 
: 














haninaseiernt 


semen oene-ne omen 


+ 





ri 


it 4 
» at 








ee ee 

















